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O U R  I M P A C T ,  

    M A D E  P O S S I B L E  B Y  Y O U 
In 2023, thanks to your invaluable support, the National Geographic 
Society achieved significant milestones in protecting the health of 
our planet. Together, we expanded marine protected areas to restore 
the ocean, preserved precious landscapes and cultural heritage 
sites, safeguarded vulnerable species and inspired people across the 
globe to care for the world we share — and take action to protect 
it. Thank you for supporting the National Geographic Society. 



Cover: Hundreds of monarchs sip liquid and important 
minerals from the wet soil in the El Rosario Monarch Butterfly 
Sanctuary, Michoacán, Mexico. This page: Elephants wander 
through a tea estate that was once part of their forest habitat 
in Valparai, India.
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A shallow coral reef in Bikar Atoll, Marshall Islands — the site 
of a 2023 National Geographic Pristine Seas expedition.

O U R  M I S S I O N
The National Geographic Society uses the power of 
science, exploration, education and storytelling to 
illuminate and protect the wonder of our world.

O U R  V I S I O N
By 2030, the National Geographic Society will 
be known globally for its bold and impactful 
Explorer-led programs that spark curiosity in 
hundreds of millions of people, inspiring them 
to learn about, care for and protect our world.
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Mexican freediver Camila Jaber glides over the giant 
macroalgae of the Mitre Peninsula off the coast of Argentina.
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C E O ’ S  M E S S A G E

Explorer in Residence and Pristine Seas founder 
Enric Sala recently said, “I don’t see a bigger 
purpose than working to save life on Earth.” In 
a few words, Enric captured the driving force 
behind our nonprofit mission, our community of 
National Geographic Explorers and all who support 
them. We strive to positively impact our planet 
and the great diversity of life we share it with. 

As we grapple with unprecedented 
challenges, the National Geographic Society 
has tremendous opportunities to drive change. 
We hold a unique place in the world. We 
have a trusted brand that reaches billions, a 
global community of multidisciplinary experts 
dedicated to solving these challenges and a 
network of partners and supporters who share 
our commitment to shaping a better future. 

With the strength of our community 
behind us, and so much at stake, how are we 
measuring and accelerating our impact?

Our NG Next strategic plan maps our Theory 
of Impact. Led by our team of intrepid Explorers, 
we advance knowledge through contributions to 
science, and protect our planet through leading 
conservation programs. Equally important, 
we drive impact by illuminating the wonder of 
our world through storytelling and education 
initiatives that spark our curiosity, and inform and 
connect us. This report is a testament to what we 
illuminated and protected in 2023 in ways that 
made history and moved the needle — all thanks 
to the unwavering generosity of our supporters. 

In collaboration with the Dominican government, 
Explorers Enric Sala and Shane Gero supported 
the establishment of the world’s first-ever sperm 
whale reserve. This action protects nearly 800 
square kilometers off Dominica’s coast and mitigates 
significant carbon emissions — equivalent to 
removing 5,000 cars from the road annually.

In partnership with Disney, we ignited global 
enthusiasm for elephant conservation. The Society 
created a public service announcement focused 
on the “Secrets of the Elephants” series, led by 
Explorer Paula Kahumbu, that reached more than 
22 million people across our global platforms. 

Our Slingshot Challenge mobilized nearly 
3,000 students to share their ideas to solve 
environmental challenges, with support from 
the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation.

We celebrated the 20th anniversary of Photo Camp. 
Led by Explorer in Residence Kirsten Elstner, this dynamic 
program has connected over 3,000 young people 
from 44 countries to the wonders of photography.

Your support made accomplishments like these 
possible and pushed the Society to new heights. 
In 2023, our supporters set a record — for the third 
consecutive year — with $122.8 million in new 
commitments, including the largest single gift in the 
Society’s history from longtime partner, Rolex. You are 
playing a pivotal role in bringing our reimagined Base 
Camp headquarters to life, accelerating our Explorers’ 
work and connecting millions more with our mission.

I am incredibly grateful for the generosity of 
the individuals, foundations and corporations 
that once again stepped forward to champion 
the National Geographic Society. 

So, how do we create lasting impact? Together — 
with audacious goals and steadfast support from our 
community. Thank you for helping us meet this moment.

J I L L  T I E F E N T H A L E R

Chief Executive Officer
National Geographic Society

D E A R  F R I E N D S ,
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The National Geographic yellow icon highlights a construction crane that 
stands above the National Geographic Society headquarters, currently 
undergoing the most significant expansion in its history.
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B O A R D  C H A I R M A N ’ S  M E S S A G E

D E A R  F R I E N D S ,
Of the millions of National Geographic images 
captured in 2023, one left a lasting impression 
on me — and it’s different from what you might 
expect. It wasn’t the quintessential action shot 
of a big cat in the wild, or the breathtaking 
view of an arctic glacier, or a fearless Explorer 
deep-sea diving on expedition. While I do admire 
these kinds of photos, what resonated with 
me was something closer to home: a photo of 
the yellow border shining from a construction 
crane, high above our Base Camp in Washington, 
D.C., where work continues to transform 
our headquarters into a global Home of the 
Explorer. Pointing to the horizon, the crane is a 
symbol of what makes the National Geographic 
Society so distinctive. While we are grounded 
in our mission and storied legacy, we are also 
constantly reaching forward to the future.

Throughout our 136-year history, the National 
Geographic Society has remained a relevant, 
world-class organization at the forefront of 
exploration and impact precisely because we 
have dared to dream big, embraced visionary 
ideas and invited changemakers around the 
world to join our cause. At the heart of our 
work are our National Geographic Explorers, 
passionate and purpose-driven individuals 
who push boundaries in pursuit of knowledge 
about our world — to change it for the better. 

Reimagining our Base Camp is the next 
historic step forward. A state-of-the-art hub 
for exploration and collaboration presents 
unparalleled opportunities to amplify the 
work of our Explorers and our reach as an 
organization. Through compelling storytelling 
and immersive technology, we will bring our 
mission to life in dazzling new ways, inspiring 
up to a million visitors a year to feel deeply 
connected to our planet and each other. 

Our new Base Camp will also serve as a convening 
space, bringing Explorers together with global 
leaders, policymakers and the public to drive 
innovative solutions that catalyze lasting impact.

As we build this dynamic accelerator for our 
mission, we continue to take bold steps to support 
our Explorers and Explorer-led programming, 
providing the funding they need to achieve one 
impactful milestone for the planet after the next. 

As detailed in this report, in 2023 Explorers 
launched a five-year Pacific expedition to help 
protect a treasure trove of ocean life. They 
photographed the 15,000th species for the 
Photo Ark to raise awareness about endangered 
animals. They teamed up with global leaders 
like Esri to develop innovative technologies 
that empower the next generation of problem 
solvers. They shared evocative stories, like the 
award-winning documentary film, “Nkashi: Race for 
the Okavango,” to compel people to care and act.

 There’s something special about what the 
yellow border represents. It is an instantly 
recognizable symbol rich with purpose and 
momentum. With the generous support of 
donors and partners like you, we are bringing its 
promise to life in powerful new ways — and making 
a lasting difference. Thank you for making our 
work possible and making an impact with us.

J E A N  M .  C A S E

Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
National Geographic Society
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2 0 2 3  I M P A C T       N U M B E R S

This page: Cumulus clouds over the Congo Basin in Yangambi, Democratic Republic of the Congo — 
home to the world’s second largest rainforest. Opposite page (clockwise from top left): A polar bear 
lies in a bed of fireweed flowers in Manitoba, Canada. Tongareva, in the Cook Islands — the site of a 
Pristine Seas expedition to study the resilience of its marine ecosystem. Explorer Agustina Besada 
boards a sailboat while researching ocean plastics. Pilot, educator and Explorer Barrington Irving swims 
in a cave in Palau. Explorer and conservationist Olivier Nsengimana observes a specimen collected 
during a biodiversity survey in Rwanda’s Rugezi Marsh. Explorer Imogen Napper looks toward the 
night sky in Botswana. A faithful beauty (Composia fidelissima) in the Pine Rocklands, FL, USA. A 
fifth-grade student participates in a National Geographic Bioblitz learning program in New Albany, 
OH, USA. Okavango Wilderness Project team members pull a mokoro (dugout canoe) through the 
Okavango Delta in Botswana.

$ 1 2 2 . 8 M contributed by generous donors  
and partners to support Explorer-led 
projects and work 

B Y  T H E
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6.6M+
total square kilometers of ocean protected 
through our Pristine Seas program since 2008

7,456 
miles explored by the Okavango 
Wilderness Project to help protect one 
of the world’s most biodiverse areas

44M+ 
people of all ages explored 
the Society’s online 
educational resources to learn 
about the wonders of the 
planet and its people

84M+
readers of National Geographic print and 
digital content published in 24 languages

603 
academic publications 
authored by Society-funded 
Explorers across 73 disciplines

14,644 
youth reached through geography-

focused education programs 
supported by state endowments

$240K 
in funding invested per Explorer (on average)

700+ 
active Explorer projects 
in 83 countries

15K+ 
milestone number of species photographed  
for the National Geographic Photo Ark 9



Elephants play in northern Tanzania.

100% of contributions  
fund our Explorers 
and our mission work.

The National Geographic Society’s financial health 
continues to be strong. Thanks to the dedicated support 
of our donors and partners, 2023 was a record-breaking 
year in fundraising for us. This remarkable achievement 
enabled us to deepen our investment in our programs 
— a 14% year-over-year increase in total spending. 

Looking ahead, the 2026 opening of our new Base Camp 
experience will be a significant milestone. This expansion 
represents a major enhancement of our capacity to convene 
explorers, educators, storytellers and scientists to build 
critical new programs. The sustained support of donors, 
paired with our strong balance sheet and this new immersive 
experience, will allow us to amplify our impact and share 
our mission with global audiences far into the future.

K E V I N  J .  M A R O N I

Chairman of the Finance Committee and Member of the Board of Trustees

National Geographic Society
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2 0 2 3  F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y

S U M M A R Y  S T A T E M E N T  O F  A C T I V I T I E S

S U P P O R T  A N D  R E V E N U E

Product and other educational sales  $2,743 

Licensing  24,296 

Contributions and grants  91,359 

Investment distribution to fund operations  114,027 

Total Support and Revenue  232,425 

E X P E N S E S

Storytelling and outreach  70,768 

Scientific research and exploration  66,816 

Education  20,200 

Program Expenses  157,784 

Management and general  43,671 

Fundraising  8,779 

Total Operating Expenses  210,234 

Operating Gain  22,191

Income tax benefit  2,553 

Investment distribution to fund operations  (114,027)

Non-operating activities*  99,121 

Change in Net Assets  9,838 

Net Assets, Beginning of Year  2,187,994 

Net Assets, End of Year  $2,197,832 

National Geographic Society Consolidated Statements 
(in thousands)

75%

4%

21%

Program Expenses

Fundraising

Management and General

*Non-operating activities primarily consist of net realized and unrealized investment gains 

and losses, building rental revenue and expenses, and pension and postretirement activities.

Total Expenses

S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N

Cash and cash equivalents  $78,815 

Receivables, prepaids, and other assets, net  79,144 

Deferred tax assets  18,353 

Investments (including endowments)  2,365,080 

Property and equipment, net  120,559 

Total Assets  $2,661,951 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $31,184 

Deferred revenue  14,177 

Loan payable  250,000 

Pension and postretirement benefits  14,043 

Deferred tax liabilities  143,343 

Other liabilities  11,372 

Total Liabilities  464,119 

Total Net Assets 2,197,832

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $2,661,951 
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D R I V I N G  I M P A C T  T H R O U G H  

        E X P L O R A T I O N

The Ksar sailboat remains anchored while marine 
biologists and underwater documentalists dive to 
explore and investigate the giant kelp forests of the 
Mitre Peninsula off the coast of Argentina.
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Today, our planet and its 
people stand at a critical 
juncture in history — a time 
when our natural world faces 
unprecedented challenges. 

At this decisive moment, the National Geographic 
Society is uniquely positioned to catalyze 
positive, lasting change for the diversity of life 
on Earth. In 2023, National Geographic Explorers 
— some of the world’s best and brightest 
minds — advanced projects and programs that 
promise to help strengthen and restore the 
environment’s vital life-support systems in more 
than 83 countries. With you by our side, the 
Society is committed to furthering work that 
explores the wonders of our world, inspires 
people everywhere to care for the planet and 
takes action to build a better future for all. 

This report celebrates the tangible impact of 
your investments, showcasing how we can make 
a difference together and move the needle 
toward a future of deeper understanding 
of and appreciation for the world.
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S T R A T E G I C 

   T H R O U G H L I N E S
The National Geographic Society’s bold vision for the future is guided by our strategic 
plan, NG Next. By unlocking the enormous potential of our collective strengths — 
cutting-edge science, intrepid exploration, transformative education and powerful 
storytelling — the Society and its global community of Explorers are charting a 
path forward to drive significant impact for our planet and its people. Given the 
depth and breadth of the Society’s work, we established strategic throughlines 
to ensure that our mission, vision and values are woven into everything we do.

This page: The sun sets over low tide in the Suncheon Bay 
Wetland Reserve in Suncheon, South Korea.
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Our Commitment to 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Diversity, equity and inclusion are at the heart of all we 
do. As an organization guided by science and innovation, 
we are committed to creating an environment where 
everyone benefits from opportunity, mutual respect 
and a sense of belonging. Research demonstrates 
that creativity and innovation stem from effectively 
engaging people from a wide range of backgrounds and 
experiences. We also recognize that we cannot succeed 
with diversity alone — equity and inclusion play critical 
roles in the organization’s ability to achieve its mission 
to illuminate and protect the wonder of our world. 

With guidance and support from the National 
Geographic Society’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) 
team, Society staff continued to incorporate inclusive 
approaches into programmatic work in 2023. Alongside 
many specific collaborations with National Geographic 
Explorers that are mentioned throughout this report, 
the DEI team also supported Explorers by providing 
consultation, creating conversations, offering in-person 
and virtual convenings and workshops, and presenting 
opportunities for Explorers to probe the intersection of 
diversity, equity and inclusion within their disciplines. 

The Society’s journey to actualize its diversity, 
equity and inclusion throughline is ongoing, and 
we are proud of the collective progress made in 
2023. Together, we will continue to strive for a more 
inclusive future in service of the Society’s vision. 

L E A R N  M O R E

To learn about our diversity, equity and inclusion 
guiding principles, visit natgeo.org/dei.

From top: (left to right) Explorers Azu Nwagbogu, Victoria Herrmann, Prasenjeet 
Yadav, Markus Martinez Burman, Justin Dunnavant and Danielle Khan Da Silva 
with Society Chief Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer Shannon P. Bartlett 
at a workshop about inclusive exploration during the 2023 Explorers Festival 
in Washington, D.C., USA. Explorer Clinton Johnson (left) and Society Chief 
Education Officer Deborah R. Grayson (right) during the 2023 NorthStar GIS 
Homecoming event in Washington, D.C.
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Collaboration with Disney
One of the ways the National Geographic Society is 
able to continue its 136-year legacy of exploration is 
through the adoption of an innovative, sustainable 
business model. Our joint-venture partnership 
with The Walt Disney Company combines National 
Geographic’s media and consumer-facing products, 
contributing a share of revenue back into the 
Society’s operations. This allows us to invest every 
philanthropic dollar contributed — 100 percent of 
donations — into critical support for our National 
Geographic Explorers and mission-driven projects.

 The Society’s partnership with Disney, another iconic 
and world-class brand, provides unique opportunities 
to amplify the work of our Explorers, deepen 
engagement with supporters and share our story 
with global audiences. National Geographic print and 
digital content reaches more than 84 million readers 
around the world. In 2023, 58 National Geographic print 
magazine articles featured the work of Explorers. Across 
social media platforms, Disney published 406 posts 
about Explorer-led projects and the Society’s nonprofit 
mission, generating over 970 million total impressions. 

This partnership has significantly accelerated the 
Society’s efforts to be globally known for impactful 
Explorer-led programs. In 2023, Explorers brought their 
insights and experiences to life through seven books 
published by National Geographic. Among them were 
two companion books for the Disney+ series “Secrets of 
the Elephants,” featuring Explorer Paula Kahumbu, and the 
documentary film “Path of the Panther,” featuring Explorer 
Carlton Ward, Jr. In addition, Explorers took center 
stage in several streaming programs (on Disney+ and 
Hulu), including “Animals Up Close,” with Explorer Bertie 
Gregory, and “Science Fair: The Series,” featuring Explorer 
Serena McCalla. Inspiring a deeper connection to the 
world, global National Geographic channels, supported 
by the Disney content studio, reach more than 500 
million people across 180 countries and in 33 languages. 

This page, from top: Explorer and photographer Carlton Ward, Jr. paddles to set up 
a camera trap system in Florida’s Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park. Explorer 
Bertie Gregory observes an adult male lion from the Mwamba pride in Zambia.
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Spotlight: Elevating Explorers
In April 2023, the National Geographic Society collaborated with Disney to 
highlight the Explorer-led work at the heart of the “Secrets of the Elephants” 
television docuseries. This award-winning program delves into the rich 
emotional lives of elephants and elevates National Geographic Explorers Paula 
Kahumbu and Joyce Poole as featured storytellers and subject matter experts.

The “Secrets of the Elephants” series was part of a month-long, 
organization-wide Earth Month synergy with our Disney partners to amplify 
our mission programs focused on elephant research and conservation. 
Throughout the month, audiences around the world learned about some 
of our Explorers on the front lines of conservation for Asian and African 
elephants — including Kahumbu, Poole and other Explorers such as Sangita 
Iyer and Jyothy Karat — through meticulously researched and visually stunning 
storytelling. Leading up to Earth Day and the premiere of the docuseries, 

the Society issued its first ever public service announcement about Explorers 
leading elephant conservation efforts. The announcement aired across 
Disney networks 279 times, reaching 22.4 million people throughout the 
month of April. In addition, National Geographic magazine’s May 2023 issue 
featured a cover story and two additional articles about Explorers. The digital 
versions of the issue’s articles garnered over 112.2 thousand unique views.

These collaborative efforts demonstrate how our joint-venture 
partnership significantly accelerates our efforts to reach hundreds of millions 
of people globally about our Explorers’ profound stories and the courageous 
work they’re doing to protect the planet’s most vulnerable species.

This page, from left: A forest elephant in Namibia. Explorer Paula Kahumbu in Namibia’s Ugab Valley.
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Reimagining our  
Global Headquarters
The National Geographic Society has always been the 
home of the Explorer. Since 1888, our Explorers have 
returned from their assignments and expeditions to 
our headquarters in Washington, D.C., to share their 
findings and stories with the public and each other. 
These in-person convenings began just one month after 
our founding and established a tradition of ongoing 
learning and exploration that continues today.

As the Society steps into a new era, we are embarking on 
the most significant expansion in our history to reimagine 
our public space and advance our commitment to exploring, 
protecting and illuminating the wonder of our world. 
When complete, our renewed Base Camp will feature 
imaginative and uniquely National Geographic experiences 
that attract and engage visitors of all backgrounds.
With the steadfast support of our donor community, 
we will transform our campus into a vibrant attraction 
that celebrates exploration and wonder. Our revitalized 
headquarters will provide visitors with immersive 
exhibits showcasing the profound impact of Explorer 
research, awe-inspiring galleries featuring iconic 
photography, fascinating artifacts and archives, and a 
new learning center that will inspire the next generation 
of Explorers. The state-of-the-art, sustainably built 
National Geographic headquarters will be a must-see 
destination for exploration — convening Explorers, staff, 
supporters and the public to join our important mission. 

From top: Artist’s renderings of planned exhibits and experiences at the 
renovated National Geographic headquarters, opening in 2026.
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A student from the Dora Kennedy French Immersion School in Maryland 
participates in the Society’s Dig Day in Washington, D.C., USA.

Sustainability
To truly illuminate and protect the wonder of our 
world, the National Geographic Society is passionate 
about cultivating sustainable business practices 
across our global organization and implementing a 
sustainability focused mindset in all of our activities.

The Society remains steadfast in its commitment to 
responsible business practices, recognizing that the 
decisions we make have impacts not only for our financial 
bottom line but also for the people we employ and 
the environments we inhabit. Our buildings adhere to 
the standards set by the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), 
ensuring that our operations are as efficient as possible 
and maintain a safe and healthy atmosphere for all 
occupants and guests. In 2023, we proudly received 
our seventh LEED rating certification — retaining 
our headquarters’ distinction as the world’s longest 
continuously certified and most recertified buildings.

In preparation for Base Camp’s renovation, Society 
staff offered thousands of reusable items to schools, 
museums, libraries and community organizations. 
In 2023, the Society donated over 344,000 pounds 
of furniture, books, equipment, building supplies 
and more to the local community to be reused, 
benefiting more than 80 organizations.

All our efforts depend on the active engagement of 
staff, building tenants, visitors and partners. Through 
ongoing communication, training, guidelines and policies, 
the Society cultivates a sustainability focused mindset to 
guide decision-making and purchasing. Our volunteer 
“Green Team” teaches all of our building occupants 
about existing initiatives — like Bike to Work Day, swap 
meets and on-site beekeeping — and solicits new ideas 
for protecting and maximizing our campus resources. 

19



A C H I E V E M E N T S  I N

  E X P L O R A T I O N

This page: 2023 Rolex National Geographic Explorer of the Year Shabana Basij-Rasikh 
addresses an audience at the 2023 Explorers Festival in Washington, D.C., USA. 
Opposite page: Shabana Basij-Rasikh speaks to guests at the 2023 Rolex National 
Geographic Explorer of the Year Celebration.
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Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year 
The Rolex National Geographic Explorer of the Year award 
recognizes an individual whose actions, achievements and spirit 
push the boundaries of leadership in exploration and demonstrate 
a commitment to sharing knowledge with the world.

In 2023, Explorer Shabana Basij-Rasikh was recognized for her 
tireless efforts to ensure Afghan girls and young women have access to 
education. Raised in Kabul during the Taliban’s first regime, Basij-Rasikh 
has dedicated her entire adult life to educating Afghan women and girls. 
Having attended school in secret when girls were not allowed to receive 
an education, she later studied in the United States and co-founded the 
School of Leadership, Afghanistan (SOLA), with the mission of providing 
access to quality education for girls across her home country. 

SOLA became the nation’s first boarding school educating Afghan 
women and girls post-primary school and helping graduates prepare for 
and enroll in universities worldwide. SOLA has also helped girls from dozens 
of provinces across the country access millions in scholarship dollars.

Seeing the ongoing battle for women’s rights in her lifetime, Basij-Rasikh 
has continued her work and mission, leading the 2021 evacuation of 
the SOLA community from Afghanistan to Rwanda. SOLA is now fully 
operational in Rwanda as the only boarding school for Afghan girls. 

The National Geographic Society is grateful to Rolex for its partnership in 
presenting the 2023 National Geographic Explorer of the Year Celebration 
and the 2023 National Geographic Explorers Festival. The Society’s special 
partnership with Rolex enables us to recognize and elevate the work 
of remarkable Explorers like Basij-Rasikh — who show us, and the world, 
what it means to empower the next generation of women leaders.

“It’s my dream for the future — for myself 
and for the girls of SOLA and every girl in 
Afghanistan — my dream for us is to be 
like everyone else. My dream is for every 
Afghan mom and dad to get up in the 
morning and prepare breakfast for their 
daughters and send their daughters off 
to school with a kiss and there is nothing 
exceptional about it at all. Girls going to 
school. Perfectly common. As normal as 
breathing. This will happen in my lifetime.”

S H A B A N A  B A S I J - R A S I K H

National Geographic Explorer

S H A B A N A  B A S I J - R A S I K H
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Explorer and marine biologist Alex Schnell 
dives in the Great Barrier Reef during 
production of National Geographic’s “Secrets 
of the Octopus,” now streaming on Disney+.
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M A N U  A K A T S A
Kenyan documentary filmmaker, 

cinematographer and animator who 

captures the beauty and complexity of 

the world around us while highlighting 

the importance of preserving our planet’s 

rich natural and cultural heritage.

S E R E N A  M C C A L L A
American educator and science strategist 

who has dedicated her life to advancing 

science and science education with 

underserved youth in the United States.

GOABAONE JAQUELINE RAMATLAPENG 
Motswana geoscientist who investigates the 

processes controlling the water chemistry 

of the Okavango Delta in semi-arid 

Botswana. She is also the founder of a writing 

platform that supports African college 

students and professionals in STEM.

C L I N T O N  J O H N S O N
American geospatial architect, racial and 

social justice lead at Esri, and founder 

of North Star of GIS who is finding 

creative ways to implement practical 

solutions for real-world challenges 

faced by diverse communities.

P A B L O  M O N T A Ñ O
Mexican climate communicator, 

documentary writer and producer, 

and founder of Conexiones 

Climaticas, which is focused on climate 

communication, network building and 

improving local agri-food systems.

T H E A N N E  S C H I R O S
American materials scientist whose research 

focuses on the development of advanced 

and bioinspired materials for a circular 

economy, including clean energy technology 

and regenerative performance textiles.

A L I A A  I S M A I L
Egyptian Egyptologist who strives 

to employ creative methods for 

understanding and preserving her country’s 

heritage as a way of strengthening 

her connection to her ancestry.

S A D A  M I R E
Swedish-Somali archaeologist, art 

historian and presenter whose work 

lobbies and promotes cultural heritage 

as a basic human need in times of war.

C H R I S T O P H E R  S C H E L L 
American urban ecologist who combines 

behavioral, physiological and genomic 

approaches to demonstrate the 

consequences of historical and contemporary 

inequities on organismal, population and 

community-level dynamics of wildlife.

N E L LY  L U N A
Peruvian investigative journalist in digital 

media who works on environmental, 

human rights, transparency and other 

issues to promote innovation and 

cross-border journalism in Latin America.

M U H A M M E D  M U H E I S E N
Jordanian photographer who educates, 

helps and empowers refugees, local 

communities and people displaced internally 

by war, natural disasters, discrimination 

and poverty while raising public awareness 

by sharing their stories with the world.

A L E X  S C H N E L L
Australian wildlife scientist and science 

communicator with expertise in marine 

biology, animal behavior, animal intelligence 

and conservation of terrestrial and aquatic 

species, including elephants and octopuses. 

S H A M I E R  M A G M O E T
South African free diver, conservationist 

and filmmaker who enables and educates 

youth to experience the ocean and 

become its advocates and protectors.

S U R S H T I  P A T E L
British conservation social scientist who develops 

equitable solutions for community-based 

marine and freshwater conservation, integrating 

plastic waste management, protected 

area establishment, sustainable livelihood 

development  and access to financial services.

Z H E N G YA N G  WA N G 
Chinese conservation biologist who 

studies the diversity of insects in the 

Himalaya and Hengduan Mountains, and 

uses telemetry and genetic techniques 

to monitor changes in insect population 

across the high-elevation landscape. 

Wayfinder Awards
Each year, the National Geographic 
Society recognizes and elevates a group 
of extraordinary changemakers from 
across the globe who have proven 
themselves to be the next generation of 
influential leaders, communicators and 
innovators. Our 2023 cohort included 
15 exemplary leaders from 12 countries 
with work spanning science, education, 
conservation, technology and storytelling.
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A I I T A  J O S H U A  A P A M A K U 
Ugandan wildlife biologist and digital 

content creator who founded the storytelling 

and science-telling hub NatureWILD. 

J A M E S  R O O N E Y  D U K U N D A N E  
Rwandan filmmaker, editor, director 

and photographer who uses his skills 

to help nonprofit organizations deliver 

important advocacy messages.

T E  A H O  J O R D A N 
Ngāti Porou photographer and 

youth development advocate who 

amplifies Māori and Pasifika voices 

through visual storytelling.

B R I G I T T A  M A R I A 
A N D R E A  G U N AWA N 
Indonesian ocean conservation advocate 

and founder of 30×30 Indonesia who 

strives to connect communities through 

science, education and storytelling.

Q I Y U N  W O O 
Singaporean science communicator who 

founded The Weird and Wild, an educational 

social media account focused on illustrating 

complex climate issues in an engaging way.

AV E R Y  T I L L E Y 
American and Cherokee wildlife disease 

researcher who is focused on advancing 

wildlife health initiatives across tribal lands.

M I L E S  M C C A I N 
American technology expert who 

co-founded Atlos, a nonprofit, 

collaborative open-source platform 

for visual investigations.

T H I N A K O N E  L O U A N G D Y  
Laotian computer scientist who uses 

interview-based research to analyze 

global health initiatives in underserved 

and hard-to-reach communities.

C Á R O L  S I E R R A  D U R Á N 
Colombian bat researcher who serves as 

an ambassador to build a network of allies 

for bat conservation in the global south.

S H A R O N A  S H N AY D E R 
Nigerian and Israeli climate justice 

activist who founded the now-global 

grassroots initiative Tuesdays for Trash.

B E T T Y  J A H A T E H 
Gambian environmental biologist, 

ocean youth leader and consultant 

who initiated research on saltwater 

intrusion in The Gambia.

M YA - R O S E  S H A N T I  C R A I G
British-Bangladeshi ornithologist, 

environmentalist and diversity activist 

who founded and leads Black2Nature.

YA E L  C R U P N I C O F F  
Argentinian founding member and 

educator at Tekohá, a start-up that 

trains Latin American youth from diverse 

backgrounds to be climate leaders.

G A B R I E L A  T E J E D A
American photographer, videographer 

and digital content creator who amplifies 

wildlife conservation messages through 

creative and immersive storytelling. 

T A B E  N J U M E 
Cameroonian sustainability advocate 

who founded and leads Greensphere 

Cameroon, an initiative to conserve 

mangrove forests by providing waste-based 

alternatives to fuelwood and charcoal.

National Geographic 
Young Explorers
In 2023, the Society selected 15 audacious 
changemakers between the ages of 16 
and 25 to join the cohort of 2023 Young 
Explorers. They represent 13 countries 
and are engaged in solution-focused 
ideas including scientific innovation, 
conservation, education, civic engagement, 
storytelling and more — with the aim of 
breaking boundaries and overcoming 
challenges within their individual 
communities. The Society identified these 
individuals for their exceptional courage, 
leadership and impact-driven solutions. 
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Explorer and photographer Gabriela Tejeda rides 
in a helicopter over Florida’s Everglades to capture 
images for her storytelling project “Fire & Water.”
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2023 National Geographic/Buffett 
Awards for Leadership in Conservation 
in Africa and Latin America
The National Geographic/Buffett Awards for Leadership in Conservation were 
established in partnership with the Howard G. Buffett Foundation to recognize 
and celebrate unsung conservation heroes. The Society presents two awards 
each year: one for achievement in Africa and the other for achievement in Latin 
America. Recipients are recognized for outstanding leadership in managing and 
protecting the natural resources in their respective regions and countries, and 
as inspirational conservation advocates, serving as role models and mentors.

2023 award recipient Lily-Arison Rene de Roland is a Malagasy biodiversity 
conservationist who has been studying Madagascar’s imperiled raptors since 
joining The Peregrine Fund’s Madagascar Program in 1992 and becoming the 
program’s national director in 2004. He has helped discover and rediscover 
several species, including an endemic duck thought to be extinct and two 
undescribed lemur species. He also contributed to the establishment of five 
national protected areas and revolutionized conservation in Madagascar with the 
development of a community-based model addressing drivers of human-wildlife 
conflicts. His work has preserved some of the best remaining natural habitats in 
Madagascar, and he continues to pave the way for the future of conservation and 
preserving biological diversity in Madagascar while inspiring his community.

2023 award recipient José Manuel Briceño Linares is a Venezuelan 
biologist and environmentalist who has spent 20 years leading the nonprofit 
organization Provita’s conservation program to protect the yellow-shouldered 
parrot population in the Macanao Peninsula of Margarita Island, Venezuela. 
As part of this work, he helped form a group of rangers called Ecoguardians 
— many of whom are former poachers — that work tirelessly to recover the 
wild population of yellow-shouldered parrots in the Macanao Peninsula. 
Concerned that the sustainability of the species goes beyond the population 
in Macanao, in 2021 he worked with colleagues from Bonaire and Aruba 
to develop the first conservation action plan that considers the species’ 
entire geographic distribution. He has also worked closely with landowners 
and mining companies on ecological restoration projects to rehabilitate 
depleted mining sites by planting a wide variety of native dry forest trees.

The National Geographic Society thanks the Howard G. Buffett Foundation 
for its generous support of the National Geographic/Buffett Awards for 
Leadership in Conservation.

Top: Ian Miller (left), chief science and innovation officer at the National Geographic Society, presents  
Explorer and conservationist Lily-Arison Rene de Roland with the National Geographic/Buffett Award for 
Leadership in Conservation at the 2023 Explorers Festival in Washington, D.C., USA. Bottom: Explorer José Manuel 
Briceño Linares speaks before an audience at a 2023 Explorers Festival event in Washington, D.C.
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2023 Eliza Scidmore Award for 
Outstanding Storytelling
The National Geographic Society’s Eliza Scidmore Award for Outstanding 
Storytelling recognizes individuals whose work bridges immersive 
storytelling with scientific rigor in a relevant and accessible way to 
advance our understanding of the complex ideas and issues facing our 
world today. The award is named after Eliza Scidmore, the Society’s 
first woman journalist, photographer and board member.

In 2023, National Geographic Explorer Kiliii Yüyan received this 
award for his work illuminating the traditions and practices that connect 
communities to the land and sea — and how they care for them. 

Yüyan is an award-winning photographer whose work explores 
planetary stewardship, Indigenous perspectives and the critical 
importance of our relationships to the natural world.

Raised by parents who sought refuge in the U.S., Yüyan’s work 
is informed by his ancestry, which is both Nanai/Hèzhé (East Asian 
Indigenous) and Chinese-American, and explores the human relationship 
to the natural world from different cultural perspectives.

In 2022, he received a grant from the Society and The Climate 
Pledge to conduct a project focused on Indigenous conservation 
efforts from the coastline of Greenland to the coral reefs of Palau.

His outstanding contributions to National Geographic magazine 
include a 2018 photo series depicting the Iñupiaq people of Alaska, 
exploring their collectivist culture and how climate change has threatened 
ancient traditional practices such as subsistence whale hunting. 
Yüyan’s photography was featured on the cover of the July 2022 issue 
of the magazine, as part of a story highlighting how Native nations 
across North America are reclaiming their sovereignty. His photos also 
appeared in the December 2022 Pictures of the Year issue, where he 
captured the Greenland landscape in all of its beauty and starkness.

Beyond National Geographic, Yüyan’s work has been exhibited worldwide 
and featured in top publications. Yüyan embodies what it means to be an 
Explorer, as his stunning photos truly illuminate the wonder of the world 
in new and creative ways. As he says: “The world is full of stories. But how 
many of those stories don’t just tell us what we already know? How many of 
those stories teach us to see the world from a truly different perspective?”

K I L I I I  Y Ü YA N

Top: A banded sea krait swims 
toward the surface in the Rock Islands 
Southern Lagoon, Palau.  Bottom: A 
hunter listens to the water for songs of 
nearby whales in Alaska, USA. 
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In May 2023, the National Geographic Society 
and Paul G. Allen Family Foundation announced 
the 15 awardees of the first-ever global Slingshot 
Challenge. With the goal of unlocking ideas that 
“slingshot” our planet forward, the Challenge 
asks young people from 13-18 years old to create 
a one-minute video depicting a solution to an 
environmental problem. Participants focused 
on one of the challenge’s five topic areas: clean 
the air, restore the ocean, protect nature, reduce 
waste and address climate change. The response 
was astounding: The Society received more 
than 1,800 submissions from individuals and 
groups in more than 100 countries, and millions 
of engagements across social media. In total, 
nearly 3,000 young people signed up for the 
Challenge to share their ideas, with support from 
National Geographic Explorers and educators. 

V I E W  T H E  V I D E O  S U B M I S S I O N S  O F 

S L I N G S H O T  C H A L L E N G E  AWA R D E E S 

A T  N A T G E O . O R G / S L I N G S H O T.

A Slingshot Challenge awardee participates in group activities on the final day 
of the 2023 Explorers Festival in Washington, D.C., USA.
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Foresta Vivero
Regina Gutiérrez, Jonathan Alejandro Morales, 
María Fernanda Rodríguez, Luis Diego Solís, Raquel 
Andrea Vargas  |  San Luis Potosí, Mexico

Foresta Vivero was created after forest fires 
affected the Sierra de San Miguelito in 2019. 
This team of students worked to help restore 
the damaged ecosystem, speaking with subject 
matter experts about their ideas to ensure that 
their actions would have a positive impact and 
would not affect the environmental balance.

These students are passionate about the 
environment and filmmaking, working to find 
small-scale solutions to affect bigger change. 

#NoWasteNation
Kayla Ling  |  Hillsborough, California, United States

Kayla Ling is passionate about addressing 
social issues such as the climate crisis, 
racial injustice and gender inequity with 
hope-based solutions like film, writing and 
community conversations. Her latest project, 
#NoWasteNation, creates a platform on 
Instagram for innovative waste reducers to 
unite through social media. She hopes that by 
highlighting the creative actions of specific 
community leaders, other community members 
will be inspired to reduce waste themselves.

Our Environment, Our Responsibility
Nancy Nkili, Ayomide Alagbe, Oluwaseyi Aina, Mercy 
Ojotola, Naimat Lukman  |  New Bussa, Nigeria

Nancy Nkili, Ayomide Alagbe, Oluwaseyi Aina, 
Mercy Ojotola and Naimat Lukman are part 
of the MESL School Environmental Protection 
Club in New Bussa. The objective of the club 
is to teach students how to help protect the 

environment. Their project aims to expand 
their engagement and education efforts 
to other schools and community members, 
informing them about the dangers of harmful 
practices such as poaching and logging, and 
sharing ways to preserve local wildlife. 

Resolving the Plight of Smog
Abdullah Shahid  |  Lahore, Pakistan

Abdullah Shahid is an ardent environmentalist 
seeking to unearth the causes of Lahore’s 
poor air quality and educate the Pakistani 
public about this issue. He aims to provide 
an alternative to the norms of transport 
used by all to get to school through a 
community-driven cycle club. Shahid 
hopes the club will also help inspire a chain 
reaction that reduces people’s carbon 
footprint and improves air quality.

Save the Forests
Soren Goldsmith  |  Lexington, 
Massachusetts, United States

Soren Goldsmith is an award-winning wildlife 
photographer and conservationist based 
in Lexington, Massachusetts. Inspired by 
the work of National Geographic Explorer 
Joel Sartore, he uses photography to tell 
stories that promote the protection of local 
ecosystems and wildlife. In his most recent 
project, he employs motion-activated 
camera traps to capture photos of elusive 
local wildlife. By placing the cameras deep 
in conservation properties, he reveals the 
unseen animals that live in his town.

C L E A N  O U R  O C E A N S !

Tiffani Gay  |  Apopka, Florida, United States

C L E A N  R I V E R S  M E X I C O  —  R Í O  S O N O R A

Ana Paula Villalvazo and Victor Arvizu 
Hermosillo  |  Sonora, Mexico 

C L I M A T E  E D U C A T I O N  O V E R  AWA R E N E S S

Stephanie Yan, Rinelle Francisco, Kathy Dong, 
Milan Dechêne, Kalashree Vyas, Michelle 
Zhang  |  Toronto, Ontario, Canada

D I S H E S  O N  D E M A N D  I N  YA R M O U T H ,  M A I N E

Maya Faulstich  |  Yarmouth, Maine, United States

E V E R Y  D R O P  M A K E S  A  D I F F E R E N C E

Sophia Moore and Mara Lloyd  |  
Tremonton, Utah, United States

G I V E  Y O U R  C L O T H E S  A  S E C O N D  L I F E

Yonca Öztürk, Duru Pamukçu, Ata 
Rüştüoğlu, Ege Bilmece, Nil Koza Akarca, 
Öykü Çalışkan  |  Istanbul, Turkey

M A N U A L  S O B R E  L A  A G R I C U L T U R A

Maricela Abigail Cháidez Beltrán  |  
Culiacán, Sinaloa, Mexico

P A I N T- O - B E A N S  P A I N T

Jade Melendres  |  Sacramento, 
California, United States

R E S T O R E  O U R  O C E A N S

Tahirah Naicker  |  KwaDukuza, 
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

T H E  1 5 - M I N U T E  C I T Y :  T H E  N E W  N O R M

Mieko Armellini  |  Houston, Texas, United States

2023 Slingshot Challenge Awardees 2023 Finalists
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U S I N G  S C I E N C E  

This page: With support from caver Valentina Mariani (top left), 
Explorer Kenny Broad (center) and diver Nadir Quarta prepare to dive 
in Italy’s Frasassi cave system. Opposite page:  A Chirique-Flusse tree 
frog (Boana pugnax) in Colombia’s Buritaca valley.
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T O  P R O T E C T 
O U R  P L A N E T

27
marine protected areas covering over 6 million square 
kilometers of ocean established since 2008 with 
support from National Geographic Pristine Seas

11
nations signed a groundbreaking Global 
Declaration for River Dolphins, committing 
to protect the threatened species

10
heritage sites engaged through the Preserving 
Legacies program for climate adaptation 
training to protect these iconic cultural assets

Since 1888, the National Geographic Society’s work has 
been rooted in scientific exploration and discovery. Science 
serves as the bedrock of our mission, and today, our National 
Geographic Explorers continue to expand the boundaries 
of understanding through novel approaches, cutting-edge 
technologies and collaboration across disciplines to address 
our planet’s most urgent challenges. Backed by a dedicated 
international community of supporters, the Society funds bold 
and transformative Explorer projects that seek to answer the 
critical questions of our time. From vibrant marine ecosystems 
to subterranean caves that conceal the secrets of human origins, 
these projects reach every corner of the world to seek new 
knowledge, advance research-based solutions and equip the 
next generation of Explorers to protect our natural world.

2 0 2 3  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Preserving Ocean Life to Restore a Pristine Planet 
Through his work, National Geographic Pristine Seas founder 
and Explorer in Residence Enric Sala has seen how the vitality 
of our ocean affects all life on Earth. In the face of urgent global 
threats to marine health — from plastic pollution and global 
warming to overfishing — coastal communities whose livelihoods 
depend on the ocean are grappling with how to protect their 
waters for future generations. Since 2008, the Pristine Seas 
team of scientists, policy experts and filmmakers has worked 
with communities, governments and other partners around 
the world to help protect critical ocean ecosystems through 
the establishment of marine protected areas (MPAs) paired 
with local stewardship and sustainable management plans.

In 2022, Pristine Seas engaged local government officials 
to support a full-island survey of the waters surrounding the 
Commonwealth of Dominica. Significantly, Dominica’s resident 
sperm whale population has been declining steadily over the 
past 20 years as a result of human activities in their habitats. 
The environmental consequences of this depletion could be 
severe, as sperm whales contribute to a significant natural 
carbon sink, helping mitigate the effects of global warming. 

Influenced by the expedition’s findings, the Honorable 
Roosevelt Skerrit, Prime Minister of Dominica, announced 
the establishment of the world’s first sperm whale reserve 
off the western side of the island nation in November 2023. 
The reserve will provide critical protection for Dominica’s 
sperm whales, and, through a thoughtful conservation-based 
business plan, will also provide economic advantages to 

local residents. National Geographic Explorer Shane Gero, 
founder of the Dominica Sperm Whale Project and lead 
biologist for the Society’s Project CETI program, was a 
scientific advisor on the establishment of the reserve. 

Earlier in 2023, the Pristine Seas team embarked on its 
38th expedition — a five-year effort to explore and study 
the remote tropical Pacific region and support local efforts 
to protect its exceptionally diverse marine ecosystem. 
Through this “Global Expedition,” Pristine Seas aims to double 
its previous impact and help catalyze a global network of 
partners committed to protecting 30% of the world’s ocean 
by 2030. In the Global Expedition’s first year, the team 
journeyed to the Southern Line Islands (Kiribati) to study the 
reefs’ remarkable recovery from coral bleaching; Tongareva 
(Cook Islands) to better understand the relationships of 
coastal communities living alongside high-density shark 
populations; Niue to fill in research gaps and augment findings 
from a 2016 survey of the country’s marine reserve; the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands to survey four remote island 
atolls; and the Federated States of Micronesia to conduct a 
nationwide assessment of the country’s marine ecosystems.

The National Geographic Society thanks Bloomberg 
Philanthropies, The Keith Campbell Foundation for the 
Environment, Anne Howson, LGT Venture Philanthropy 
Foundation, Oracle and the Philip Stephenson Foundation for 
their support of Pristine Seas and for their ongoing commitment 
to helping Explorers restore the health of the ocean.

The ocean plays a 
critical role in our fight 
against climate change 
by absorbing carbon 
from the atmosphere, 
protecting marine 
biodiversity, and 
supporting the livelihood 
of coastal and Indigenous 
communities. Bloomberg 
Philanthropies is proud 
to support National 
Geographic Pristine 
Seas as they explore 
and protect the ocean, 
helping to restore the 
health of our planet 
and achieve a more 
sustainable future for all.

A N T H A  W I L L I A M S

Environment Program Lead 
Bloomberg Philanthropies
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Finding Solutions to Protect Critical Ecosystems 
Perpetual Planet Expeditions, launched by the 
National Geographic Society in partnership with 
Rolex, explores some of the planet’s most remote and 
iconic life-support systems in order to understand the 
threats they face and drive action to protect them. 
From the summit of mountains to the vastness of 
the rainforest and the depths of our ocean, National 
Geographic and Rolex Perpetual Planet Expeditions 
harness cutting-edge technology, groundbreaking 
research methods, and local and international expertise 
to find solutions to urgent ecological challenges.

Launched in 2022, the multiyear Perpetual Planet 
Amazon Expedition has continued groundbreaking 
solutions-focused research to fill knowledge gaps, allowing 
scientists, decision-makers and local communities to plan 
for and address the impacts of climate and environmental 
change throughout the Amazon River Basin. Anchored 
by a multidisciplinary cohort of National Geographic 
Explorers working alongside local communities, the team 
worked to understand the habitat and health of endemic 
species such as the Andean bear, pink river dolphin and 
arapaima to inform conservation and protection efforts; 
mapped the economic and social value of Brazilian 
Amazon mangroves for local communities to advocate for 
their increased protection; investigated novel methods 
to restore degraded mining landscapes; assessed the 
impact of near-record solar radiation in the Andes; 

and analyzed lidar scans obtained from Amazonian 
flooded forests to inform climate adaptation efforts.

Notably, in October 2023, galvanized by the deaths of 
over 150 freshwater dolphins from heat stress, Explorer 
Fernando Trujillo spearheaded a convening of 14 
countries that are home to the world’s six surviving species 
of river dolphins. At this meeting, Trujillo presented a 
StoryMap produced by the Society in collaboration with 
the Omacha Foundation about his work with the Amazonian 
pink river dolphins. As a result, 11 nations in attendance 
signed the first-of-its-kind Global Declaration for the 
Protection of River Dolphins and their Rivers, pledging 
to create transboundary research-driven solutions and 
recommendations to mitigate threats facing this species 
and the communities who depend on the rivers they live in.

Across the world, in the Himalaya mountains, 
Explorer Baker Perry, Tenzing Gyalzen Sherpa and 
Dawa Yangzum Sherpa returned to Mount Everest on 
a Perpetual Planet Mountain Expedition to conduct 
essential repairs to a previously installed system of 
high-altitude weather-monitoring stations that provide 
important information about real-time conditions 
on the mountain to communities in the region.

The Society thanks Rolex for its partnership in 
exploring the planet’s most significant ecological 
systems to inform the decisive actions needed to 
safeguard their vitality for generations to come.

Opposite page, from left: Sea fan polyps in 
Micronesia. Explorer in Residence Enric Sala 
dives in the Marshall Islands. A sea anemone 
and clownfish pictured with its eggs in the 
Maldives. This page: Explorer Ruthmery Pillco 
Huarcaya sets a camera trap in Peru’s Manú 
National Park. Explorer Fernando Trujillo and 
his team measure an Amazon river dolphin 
before returning the animal to the water. 
Dawa Yangzum Sherpa (left), Explorer Baker 
Perry (center), and Tenzing Gyalzen Sherpa 
(right) at Everest Base Camp in Nepal.

The support of the National 
Geographic Society and 
Rolex for scientific research 
expeditions to document the 
impacts of climate change on 
high alpine regions has been 
instrumental in improving 
global understanding of 
historical and real-time 
conditions on these 
critical water towers. The 
actionable data from these 
expeditions are invaluable 
to communities downstream 
and policymakers worldwide.

B A K E R  P E R R Y

National Geographic Explorer
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Morning mist touches down in the lowland 
rainforest that carpets Mount Palung National 
Park on the island of Borneo in West Kalimantan 
Province, Indonesia.
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E X P L O R E R  P R O F I L E

Nalini Nadkarni

Known as the “Queen of the Forest Canopy,” ecologist and newly named National Geographic 
Explorer at Large Nalini Nadkarni pioneered the study of Costa Rican rainforest canopies and has 
spent nearly four decades creating new canopy-access techniques to study the plants, animals and 
microbes found in rainforest treetops. Nadkarni’s work has revealed the canopy to be an integral part 
of forest ecology and has galvanized scientists to study this complex system in greater depth. 

An avid science communicator, Nadkarni produced the National Geographic documentary film “Heroes 
of the High Frontier” about canopy studies, has published over 150 scientific papers and articles, and has 
written three books highlighting the importance of forest diversity and how to protect it. Working to 
make nature and science accessible to everyone, she has collaborated with fashion designers, pastors and 
religious officials, community leaders, poets and artists. Most recently, the National Geographic Society 
supported Nadkarni’s research into the positive impacts of nature and natural imagery on people in severely 
nature-deprived environments, including incarcerated men. Her work has led to the creation of multiple 
nature-based programs in jails and prisons across the United States, and notably revealed that exposing 
individuals in solitary confinement to natural imagery and videos for just one hour a day contributed 
to a 26% drop in violent infractions compared to inmates who did not receive the same exposure.

The Society named Nadkarni an Explorer at Large in October 2023 — the highest Explorer 
distinction. Individuals so named are preeminent leaders in their fields and also serve as mentors to 
other Explorers. As an Explorer at Large, Nadkarni will continue to work closely with the Society to 
advance her research and improve accessibility to science and nature across all communities.

E X P L O R E R  P R O F I L E

Meaghan Brosnan 

In November 2023, National Geographic Explorer Meaghan Brosnan’s WildAid Marine Program, supported by the 
National Geographic Society’s Lindblad Expeditions-National Geographic (LEX-NG) Fund, won the prestigious 
Earthshot Prize, which aims to identify and scale innovative solutions to the world’s greatest environmental challenges.

Since 2016, Brosnan has worked to help the custodians of MPAs enforce environmental regulations and deliver on 
their conservation goals by uniting local governments, charities, nonprofits and academics to share knowledge and 
tailor actions for each region. Her approach bolsters law enforcement’s capacity by making sure people have the 
tools, technology and resources to deter illegal fishing, allow wildlife to recover and improve community livelihoods. 

The effectiveness of Brosnan’s project is unquestionable. When her team began working in the Galápagos 
Marine Reserve in Ecuador, the practice of shark finning killed 12,000 sharks a year. The reserve’s rangers 
were limited by a lack of resources, including one small vessel ill-equipped to patrol a protected area the 
size of New York state. Through collaboration with Brosnan’s program, the reserve now boasts the densest 
population of sharks in the world, and shark finning within the reserve has been functionally eliminated. The 
program has helped rangers expand their patrol fleet to eight vessels and a patrol plane; secure satellite vessel 
monitoring; and train enforcement authorities to share their expertise with partners across the region.

Brosnan’s team currently works with established MPAs and fisheries management areas 
across 1.64 million square kilometers of ocean. With the Society’s support, Brosnan aims to 
grow the program to include 250 priority marine areas over the next five years. 
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Program Spotlights

R I S I N G  S TA R

Supported by funding from Lyda Hill 
Philanthropies, paleoanthropologist and 
National Geographic Explorer Lee Berger is 
well known for his groundbreaking discoveries 
at the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage 
site in South Africa, where he and his team 
unearthed two previously unknown extinct 
hominin species in the Rising Star cave system: 
Australopithecus sediba and Homo naledi. 

In 2023, the Society named Berger an Explorer 
in Residence to support his work to establish 
the Rising Star program as one of the world’s 
leading field research and exploration projects, 
permanently sustained in Africa. His team will 
receive continued support for their scientific 
research and exploration, as well as efforts to 
incorporate storytellers, artists and educators 
into the research process to amplify local voices, 
expand the boundaries of paleoanthropology 
and breathe new life into human history.

Berger’s recent exploration of the Rising Star 
cave system has yielded potential evidence of 
engravings and burials performed by Homo 
naledi, despite the species’ brain size having 
been not much larger than a chimpanzee’s. 

These findings suggest the possibility of 
meaning-making and mortuary practices that 
predate the earliest known Homo sapiens 
interments by at least 100,000 years. This 
new evidence could fundamentally shift our 
understanding of humanity’s origins and 
evolution, and upend the current scientific 
view that complex hominin behaviors, such 
as burials, were exclusive to large-brained 
species. Berger’s work and the Rising Star 
program’s remarkable findings received 
national attention in the summer of 2023 with 
the premiere of Netflix’s “UNKNOWN: Cave of 
Bones” documentary, as well as the publication 
of Berger’s book, “Cave of Bones: A True Story 
of Discovery, Adventure, and Human Origins.”

In 2023, the Rising Star program significantly 
expanded its research scope, running 
concurrent projects at different cave systems 
in the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage 
site that involved over 140 academics and 
yielded 53 major scientific outputs, as well 
as numerous smaller discoveries. Rising Star 
also more than doubled its staff, investing in 
local exploration and technical expertise and 
strengthening the program’s commitment to 
local, meaningful impact. The Society thanks 
Lyda Hill for supporting Berger’s work to 
deepen our understanding of human history.

P R O J E C T  C E T I 

Can humans learn to translate whales’ 
communications? This is the question National 
Geographic Explorer David Gruber is hoping to 
answer through Project CETI (Cetacean Translation 
Initiative) in collaboration with Explorers Shane 
Gero and Robert Wood. With the goal of applying 
technology to amplify the natural world, Project 
CETI aims to use technology to bring humans 
closer to nature and ignite a global movement to 
protect our ocean and planet. Their work combines 
scientific research with linguistics, cryptography, 
robotics, underwater acoustics and machine 
learning to decode the communication patterns 
of sperm whales — the species with the largest 
brains on Earth. The program’s initial research has 
focused on whale populations in Dominica, in the 
Eastern Caribbean, and the program has worked 
with local communities and other experts to 
cultivate stewardship of their marine neighbors.

In 2023, Project CETI partnered with the National 
Geographic Society’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
team to offer a grant writing workshop for 
participants in the program’s Marine Conservation 
Fellowship. Project CETI also collaborated with 
the National Geographic Photo Camp program 
to host a weeklong opportunity for Dominican 
youth to learn about the power of photographic 
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Opposite page, from left: Explorer in Residence Lee Berger holds a 
photographic scale next to an engraving in South Africa’s Rising Star cave 
system. Artist’s reconstruction of the burial of an adult Homo naledi found 
in the Rising Star system. Explorer David Gruber is a marine biologist and 
founder of Project CETI. This page: Sperm whales photographed off the 
coast of Dominica. Explorer Victoria Herrmann leads a workshop for the 
Preserving Legacies program in Petra, Jordan. Explorer Victoria Herrmann 
in the Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras.

storytelling. Students explored the island, 
learned photography techniques, and shared 
their connections to the ocean and marine life.

In July 2023, the Project CETI team had the 
remarkable opportunity to witness the birth of 
a sperm whale calf off the coast of Dominica, 
and were able to capture high-quality video 
and audio recordings of the event. Such 
an occurence has not been scientifically 
observed since 1986, and has never included 
recordings, making the new footage captured 
by Project CETI a rare and valuable resource 
for scientists to learn more about the species 
than we’ve ever known. The birth involved a 
coordinated effort by 11 sperm whales (eight 
adult females and three calves) working 
together to lift the new calf to the surface 
to breathe for its first few moments and 
continuing to support the newborn until it 
was able to swim on its own. This may be 
evidence of the most participatory birth 
ever witnessed within the animal kingdom. 
Project CETI is currently working on analyzing 
audio recordings of the whales’ vocalizations 
during the birth. Made possible through 
the support of the Society’s generous 
donors, these groundbreaking findings 
will likely yield important new information 
about this keystone marine species.

P R E S E RV I N G  L E G A C I E S :  
A  F U T U R E  F O R  O U R  PA S T

Climate change impacts — from flooding and heat 
waves to rising sea levels — are the fastest-growing 
causes of cultural heritage erosion. Preserving 
Legacies: A Future for our Past led by National 
Geographic Explorer Victoria Herrmann and 
supported by Manulife, is leading the effort to 
anticipate the effects of climate change on cultural 
heritage sites by helping local communities 
develop and implement place- and people-based 
climate adaptation plans to safeguard these 
sites and the values they represent. The project 
supports local leaders in creating hyperlocal 
climate models, developing a peer-to-peer 
mentoring program for site managers, and 
creating educational and storytelling materials 
that inform and inspire future generations. 
The initial scope of the project comprises 10 
heritage sites around the world, including the 
Angkor Archaeological Park in Cambodia, which 
is home to Angkor Wat; Cartagena, Colombia; 
Sceilg Mhichíl in Ireland; Petra, Jordan; and the 
Rice Terraces of the Philippines Cordilleras.

In 2023, the program’s pilot year, the Preserving 
Legacies team trained 25 site custodians in 
understanding climate change models, conducting 
community vulnerability assessments and 

evaluating approaches for how to effectively 
safeguard each heritage site from climate impacts. 
In a comparative pre- and post-course survey, 
100% of participants polled said the experience 
increased their understanding of climate science. 
Site custodians also indicated the importance 
of opportunities to connect with peers working 
at sites that face similar climate hazards.

Preserving Legacies led seven focus groups about 
community values and two climate vulnerability 
assessment workshops in Petra, as well as the Rice 
Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras in 2023. These 
assessments reached more than 75 community 
leaders in Jordan and 100 more in the Philippines, 
providing an inclusive platform for heritage 
adaptation planning and bolstering community 
agency to help build a climate-resilient future. It 
also created a strong foundation for the Preserving 
Legacies team to build upon as they work to create 
sustainable action plans with the other eight 
heritage sites. Eventually, Herrmann hopes to 
provide support for up to 50 additional target sites.
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T E L L I N G 
S T O R I E S

This page: Okavango Wilderness Project team 
members are silhouetted with “nkashis” at 

sunrise in the Okavango Delta, Botswana. 
Opposite page: Explorer Anand Varma employs 

ingenious photography techniques to reveal new 
perspectives on science and nature. 
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T H A T  S P A R K 
C H A N G E

1,902
animal portraits added to the National 
Geographic Photo Ark, raising 
awareness about at-risk species

30+
stories published through the Society’s 
Wildlife Watch program, exposing wildlife 
exploitation issues around the world

9
awards earned by the Society-produced film 
“Nkashi: Race for the Okavango” about the 
land, communities and culture of Botswana

The National Geographic Society recognizes 
the transformative power of storytelling 
to shape our understanding of the world. 
Storytelling is at the heart of our work, and 
generous donor support enables the Society 
to invest in National Geographic Explorers 
who chronicle human experiences, reveal 
the mysteries of nature and spark curiosity. 
These storytellers are employing new 
platforms and multimedia techniques — from 
photography to digital storytelling and 
podcasting — to elevate important narratives 
and amplify voices that have been historically 
overlooked. Storytelling is the thread that 
weaves together the fabric of our global 
community. With your support, Explorers can 
continue to tell the vital stories that inspire 
us all to be better stewards of our Earth.

2 0 2 3  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

39



I M PA C T  S T O RY

Culture and Conservation in the Okavango Basin
Since 2015, National Geographic Explorers have been working 
with the communities and governments of Botswana, 
Angola and Namibia to secure permanent protection for 
the wetland ecosystems of the region’s Okavango Basin 
as part of the National Geographic Okavango Wilderness 
Project (NGOWP). In 2023, the NGOWP scientifically defined 
the boundaries of the Angola Highlands Water Tower, a 
critical step toward the preservation of some of the most 
biodiverse areas in the world, including the Okavango Delta. 

To expand and accelerate this research and conservation 
work, the Society partnered with De Beers in 2021 to launch 
Okavango Eternal. This five-year, multinational initiative 
works to deepen connections with local communities, raise 
awareness of the basin and its benefits, and support livelihood 
opportunities that contribute to the region’s conservation. 

In 2023, Okavango Eternal helped fund the feature-length 
documentary “Nkashi: Race for the Okavango,” produced 
by the National Geographic Impact Story Lab in partnership 
with Motswana storyteller and Explorer Thalefang Charles. 
The film follows the journeys of three mokoro (dugout 
canoe) polers — including Explorer Gobonamang “GB” 
Kgetho — to celebrate the region’s cultural heritage, 
highlight the NGOWP’s work, and illuminate the community 
practices that help protect the basin’s unique wetlands. 

“Nkashi: Race for the Okavango” was filmed in the Setswana 
language, in collaboration with Batswana filmmakers and 
sound engineers. The film score includes tracks created by 

Motswana musician Thato Kavinja and the Nature Environment 
and Wildlife Filmmakers (NEWF) Composers Lab. 

The documentary premiered for an audience that included His 
Excellency Dr. Mokgweetsi E.K. Masisi, President of the Republic of 
Botswana, as well as the local Delta community. Thirteen additional 
community screenings attracted more than 4,000 viewers. 
“Nkashi: Race for the Okavango” was distributed in more than 
100 countries and has earned nine festival awards, including the 
2023 Jackson Wild Media Award for Best Original Musical Score.

Post-film-screening surveys of attendees showed the film’s 
positive impact on people’s perceptions of the Okavango Delta,  
as well as increased understanding of the connections between local 
traditions, sustainable livelihoods and conservation. In particular, 
68% of women surveyed were inspired by the film’s female characters 
who demonstrated that women could also access opportunities to 
build sustainable livelihoods. Following the documentary’s release, 
the annual Nkashi Classic race in 2023 saw a 157 percent increase in 
attendees, demonstrating increased awareness about the mokoro 
and other traditional practices and strengthened community pride.

The critical work of the NGOWP and the success of Okavango 
Eternal’s community engagement initiatives highlight the 
interconnectedness of people, culture and conservation.  
This work, pivotal in safeguarding the Okavango Basin’s future,  
is made possible by the support of Society donors, whose 
generosity fuels these vital efforts.

The Society is grateful for the partnership of De Beers in  
helping make a lasting, positive impact on the protection of  
the Okavango Basin.

We are committed to 
helping preserve and 
protect the natural 
beauty of the Okavango 
Basin, and that came 
to life through our 
Okavango Eternal 
partnership in many ways 
in 2023: maintaining a 
robust river-monitoring 
system, supporting 
education for future 
conservation leaders, 
and working with 
communities on job 
creation and sustainable 
livelihood opportunities. 
We were also delighted 
to support National 
Geographic Society 
and local Batswana 
filmmakers in the making 
of "Nkashi: Race for 
the Okavango." The 
communities of the 
Basin are well-known 
locally for their love 
and respect for their 
natural environment. 
Bringing stories of the 
Okavango to the world 
is absolutely vital to 
our work to protect this 
natural wonder, and 
promote sustainable 
livelihoods that honor 
communities’ knowledge 
and traditions. 

S A N D R I N E  C O N S E I L L E R

CEO De Beers Brands  
De Beers Group
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Protecting Species Through the Power of Photography
In December 2023, the Miami Dade Board of County 
Commissioners convened to vote on whether to move forward 
with the proposed development of a Miami Wilds water park 
in the pine rocklands ecosystem of southern Florida — home 
to one of the highest concentrations of endangered species in 
the United States. Hinging on their decision was the fate of the 
Miami tiger beetle — an iridescent green beetle the size of a 
sunflower seed that cannot be found anywhere else in the world. 

In November, National Geographic Explorer and photographer 
Joel Sartore chose the extremely rare and elusive beetle as the 
15,000th species photographed for the National Geographic 
Photo Ark project. Supported by the Livingston Family, the 
National Geographic Photo Ark is an endeavor to document 
every species living in the world’s zoos, aquariums and wildlife 
sanctuaries around the world, with a goal of driving public 
awareness about extinction crises and support for conservation. 
“Little bitty animals count as much as the big ones,” Sartore says. 
“Ants and bees really do allow our world to be habitable.”

Explorer and conservationist George Gann agrees. His 
habitat restoration project in southern Florida’s pine rocklands 
ecosystem is funded in part by the newly launched National 
Geographic Photo Ark Species Impact Initiative, which supports 
science-based, on-the-ground conservation projects and 
elevates the profile of conservationists, their work and their 
focal species through the Photo Ark. As an Explorer, Gann’s 
project is working to protect and recover the habitat of the 
federally endangered Miami tiger beetle and the Bartram’s 
scrub-hairstreak butterfly while benefiting many other rare and 

endangered species of plants that share this ecosystem. He 
has championed saving the area from further development — 
including the controversial Miami Wilds water park — and hopes 
that increasing public awareness of species like the Miami tiger 
beetle can help inspire people to take action before it’s too late.

Five days before the pivotal vote in Miami, investigative 
reporter Rachel Fobar published an article about the 
proposed development and the threats it would pose to 
endangered species as part of the National Geographic 
Wildlife Watch program. Gann says that the public 
attention garnered by this article, combined with national 
attention on the Miami tiger beetle as the Photo Ark’s 
latest milestone species, helped generate the support and 
advocacy necessary to influence the vote’s final result: 9-1 
in favor of withdrawing the development proposal.

The victory in Miami serves as a compelling testament 
to the profound impact that your support can wield. By 
enabling the Society’s unique ability to illuminate the plight 
of threatened species and amplify the work of individuals 
hoping to protect them, you help mobilize public support 
and advocacy in critical moments of decision-making. It is 
through the generosity and vision of its donors that the Society 
can continue to foster such dynamic partnerships, driving 
tangible positive outcomes for conservation. As the story of 
the Miami tiger beetle vividly illustrates, every species, no 
matter how small, has an invaluable role in our world’s ecological 
tapestry, and it is through collective action and support that 
we can ensure their survival for generations to come.

Opposite page, from left: The 
sun sets over the Okavango 
Delta in Botswana. Filmmaker 
Mmoloki Sejo (left) records 
Explorer Gobonamang Kgetho 
(right) in Seronga, Botswana. 
This page: An endangered 
Miami tiger beetle (Cicindelidia 
florida) in the Pine Rocklands, 
FL, USA. A western red panda 
(Ailurus fulgens fulgens) at the 
Lincoln Children’s Zoo in Lincoln, 
NE, USA. An Indochinese green 
magpie (Cissa hypoleuca) at the 
Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens in Los Angeles, CA, USA.

Our family is proud to 
support Joel Sartore’s 
work and the work of the 
Society. Only if people 
care will they take action 
to protect the planet’s 
biodiversity, and Photo 
Ark is educating people 
and inspiring them to take 
action, one photo at a time.

A N N A  A N D  R O B E R T 
L I V I N G S T O N

Principal Donors Society and 
Hubbard Council Members
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E X P L O R E R  P R O F I L E

Paula Kahumbu 

Paula Kahumbu is a National Geographic Explorer, renowned 
Kenyan conservationist and the CEO of WildlifeDirect, 
a prominent conservation organization dedicated to 
protecting Africa’s wildlife. She leads WildlifeDirect’s 
Hands Off Our Elephants campaign with the support of 
Her Excellency Margaret Kenyatta, the first lady of the 
Republic of Kenya. The campaign is widely recognized for 
its successes in advocacy and the engagement of people 
in Kenya to support the protection of elephants. Her work 
has been pivotal in driving conservation efforts across 
Kenya, particularly in the protection of elephants, which 
face critical threats from poaching and habitat loss.

Kahumbu has been at the forefront of innovative 
conservation strategies, including community-based projects 
that engage local people as active participants in wildlife 
protection. Her efforts have contributed to the reduction 
of poaching in Kenya, showcasing the power of community 
involvement and education to effect meaningful change. In 
addition, Kahumbu has leveraged compelling storytelling to 
raise public awareness about conservation issues. She played 
a key role in the 2023 National Geographic documentary 
“Secrets of the Elephants,” which unveils the complex 
social structures and emotional intelligence of elephants 
and highlights the urgent need for their protection. 

Kahumbu’s work has earned international recognition, 
including prestigious awards and honors for her 
contributions to wildlife conservation. She received a 
special commendation from the United Nations for her 
critical role in creating awareness and mobilizing action 
around the crisis facing elephants in Kenya. She is also 
recognized as a Kenyan conservation ambassador by Brand 
Kenya and has received the presidential award and title 
of Order of the Grand Warrior. Through her leadership, 
advocacy and educational efforts, she continues to inspire 
a new generation of conservationists, driving forward the 
mission to create a better future for Africa’s wildlife.

Top: An African elephant calf in the Chitabe Concession area of Botswana’s 
Okavango Delta. Bottom: Explorer Paula Kahumbu interviews a local elder 
about the significance of the Great Rift Valley in Kenya. 
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E X P L O R E R  P R O F I L E S

The Climate Pledge  
Global Storytellers Cohort 

In January 2023, the National Geographic Society and The Climate 
Pledge announced the new group of five National Geographic 
Explorers who will document the global climate crisis, funded 
by the Society’s Global Storytellers Fund. This initiative, backed 
by The Climate Pledge’s commitment to net-zero carbon by 
2040, supports a global community of storytellers including 
photographers, filmmakers and artists. The 2023 cohort will 
focus on different aspects of climate impact and adaptation. 

•	 Lynsey Addario — A U.S. photojournalist recording 
experiences of climate migration.

•	 Pablo Albarenga — An Uruguayan visual 
storyteller documenting Brazil’s food production 
and its connection to climate change.

•	 Malin Fezehai — An Eritrean and Swedish photographer and 
filmmaker documenting human adaptations to sea-level 
rise through the experiences of people living on water.

•	 Gab Mejia — A Filipino photographer and engineer 
illuminating the lives of environmental forest defenders.

•	 Davide Monteleone — An Italian artist and 
researcher examining rising demand for the minerals 
necessary to achieve renewable energy goals.

The Society is collaborating with The Climate Pledge to expand 
the fund, supporting 15 Explorers by 2024 to document the 
global climate crisis through authentic storytelling, illuminate 
the world’s most critical challenges and identify long-lasting 
solutions that can protect the wonder of our world. This 
collaboration with The Climate Pledge will advance early-career 
and established storytellers with the funding, training and 
exposure necessary to bring their stories about the global climate 
crisis to the forefront. This collaboration will also support up to 
45 mentees as part of the Society’s Second Assistant program, 
which empowers early-career women and storytellers of color 
by providing training and placing them in the field alongside 
more experienced Explorers. Through the Global Storytellers 
Fund, powerful storytellers are underscoring the urgency of 
climate action and inspiring audiences around the world.

Top: Fisherman Jose Moreira da Silva eats dinner at his camp in Curuça, Pará, Brazil, 
photographed during the multiyear Perpetual Planet Amazon Expedition. Bottom: 
The Agusan Marshlands is the largest inland wetland in the Philippines — home to six 
municipalities and an Indigenous floating community called the Manobos.
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Program Spotlights

W I L D L I F E  WAT C H

The National Geographic Society’s Wildlife 
Watch program is an investigative reporting 
project dedicated to shining a light on issues of 
wildlife conservation and exploitation around 
the globe. By leveraging National Geographic’s 
vast network of scientists, conservationists and 
journalists, Wildlife Watch provides in-depth 
coverage on illegal wildlife trade, habitat loss 
and the myriad threats facing the planet’s 
biodiversity. Through compelling storytelling 
and rigorous investigation, the program not only 
raises public awareness about these critical issues 
but also drives discourse and policy change.

•	 Wildlife Watch reporting in 2023 included 
more than 30 stories that elevated 
or exposed wildlife crime and animal 
exploitation issues in the U.S., Africa, Latin 
America and elsewhere. Several articles 
have already made a tangible difference 
for wildlife by triggering concrete actions 
from companies and policymakers.

•	 Clothing retailer Boot Barn halted the 
sale of elephant-skin boots in response 
to a January Wildlife Watch investigation 
into the legality of selling such items. 

•	 Wildlife Watch’s exclusive ongoing series 
on drilling in Botswana’s Okavango Delta by 
Canadian oil company ReconAfrica helped push 
the company to pause drilling in Namibia in June.

Less than a week after the December digital feature 
on the critical threats the Miami Wilds water park 
would pose to Florida pine rocklands was published, 
the Miami-Dade Board of County Commissioners 
voted 9-1 to withdraw the lease proposal.

Made possible by support from generous donors 
to the Society, the Wildlife Watch program’s impact 
is evident in its ability to inspire action, leading 
to stronger wildlife protection laws, enhanced 
conservation efforts and a more informed and 
engaged public committed to safeguarding 
the natural world for future generations.

W O N D E R L A B

In 2023, with support from the Burroughs Wellcome 
Fund, the National Geographic Society officially 
launched WonderLab, a cutting-edge storytelling 
studio in Berkeley, California, that is also part 
classroom and science lab, created by National 
Geographic Explorer and photographer Anand 
Varma. With a degree in integrative biology, 
he has devoted years of his life to developing 
innovative techniques — even building complex 
new technology — to create intimate, dramatic and 
surprising images of nature. Within WonderLab, 
Varma is engineering new photography and 

videography techniques and capturing stunning 
visuals of creatures of all sizes — pushing audiences 
to challenge how they perceive the world. 

The new facility allows Varma to draw upon 
his knowledge of biology, photography and 
engineering to capture images and video of 
rarely- or never-before-seen natural processes. 
From a precision microdrill that allows for 
unobtrusive observation of the development 
of a chick embryo to a desk-size film studio that 
isolates outside movement in order to enable the 
recording of near-microscopic jellyfish polyps, 
Varma has pioneered many new methods of 
photographing the most intricate details of nature 
throughout his career. The images produced 
through these specialized techniques have 
advanced scientific understanding of species such 
as honeybees, bats, hummingbirds and jellyfish, 
and inspired awe in audiences around the world.

Standing at the intersection of art, science 
and education, Varma’s WonderLab serves 
as an incubator for ideas and talent, offering 
mentorship and education opportunities for 
aspiring scientists and storytellers to cultivate 
their skills in visual communication. In September 
2023, Varma led a technical storytelling training 
with the Society’s Second Assistant program, 
demonstrating his methodology for capturing 
fascinating visuals and inviting participants 
to experiment with different photography 
techniques. The Society also launched two 
new online educational resources: WonderLab 
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Learning Resources — a digital collection of 
online educational resources inspired by Varma’s 
work that invites educators and youth to “find 
the mystery of things that hide in plain sight 
and take the time to explore the wonder of our 
world” — and a video series entitled “I Wonder,” 
which follows Varma’s journey to develop new 
ways to document scientific phenomena.

In September 2023, National Geographic 
published “Invisible Wonders: Photographs 
of the Hidden World,” in which Varma guides 
readers through an eye-popping collection 
of images — his own and those of other 
Explorers, scientists and photographers — 
that reveal patterns and details within nature 
that cannot be seen with the naked eye. 

W O R L D  F R E S H WAT E R  I N I T I AT I V E

The National Geographic Society publicly 
launched the World Freshwater Initiative on March 
23, 2023, at a United Nations Water Conference 
event that was attended by more than 80 
freshwater sustainability experts and leaders in 
science, policy, conservation and journalism.

As part of the Initiative, the Society unveiled a 
new World Water Map — created in cooperation 
with Utrecht University and Esri — to tell the 
story of how people use water and what’s left for 
nature and people. Harnessing cutting-edge GIS 
technology, the map tracks every drop of water 
in the world to help answer questions about 

water supply and identify solutions for people, 
wildlife and ecosystems that depend on water. 

Led by National Geographic Explorer Marc 
Bierkens and supported by data visualization 
expert and Explorer Xaquín G.V., the World Water 
Map is a unique geovisualization tool that contains 
multiple layers to illustrate the gap between water 
supply and demand and indicate areas where 
demand outpaces renewable water resources — a 
water gap. Based on 40 years of hydrological data, 
the map has identified 22 “hot spots” around the 
world including California, Indonesia, Egypt and 
Pakistan. These places face crisis-level water scarcity 
exacerbated by several factors including climate 
change, increased consumption and economic 
development. With over 50,000 unique visitors 
in 2023, the World Water Map is serving as a 
critical resource to help people around the world 
understand these challenges and take action to 
protect local and global freshwater resources.

Through the World Freshwater Initiative, the 
Society is also supporting storytellers, scientists and 
educators working to analyze, document and alert 
audiences to emerging water scarcity issues — and 
show how shortages affect people, communities, 
wildlife and nature. Their work will be incorporated 
into the map to help bring the data to life, promote 
water literacy, inspire sustainable practices, and tell 
stories of hope and community-based solutions.

The Society is grateful to the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation for its support of this critically important 
work to understand and protect our freshwater.

Opposite page, from left: African elephants in 
Botswana’s Okavango Delta. Explorer Anand Varma 
vacuums the sand in aquariums housing flamboyant 
cuttlefish in his WonderLab studio in Berkeley, CA, USA. 
Tiny water droplets surround an Anna’s hummingbird 
(Calypte anna) in flight. This page: A student inspects a 
sample gathered during a National Geographic Bioblitz 
learning program in New Albany, OH, USA. Men cast 
fishnets from a boat on a river that flows into Lake 
Tanganyika in Tanzania.

Safe, sustainable water sources are 
crucial for public health, well-being 
and economic growth. The Conrad N. 
Hilton Foundation is pleased to support 
the National Geographic Society's 
World Freshwater Initiative, which is 
providing critical data on the state of 
freshwater globally and highlighting 
stories of communities around 
the globe affected by freshwater 
challenges. Together we can find 
solutions to this pressing problem.

B R E T T  G L E I T S M A N N

Program Officer, Safe Water Initiative

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

National Geographic Explorer Anand 
Varma and his WonderLab sit at the 
intersection of art and science, inspiring 
a sense of awe and wonder about 
the natural world. The Burroughs 
Wellcome Fund is delighted to support 
the WonderLab and enable people 
of all ages to engage with science 
and discovery in a whole new way. 

L O U I S  M U G L I A

President and CEO 
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
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I N S P I R I N G

This page: A National Geographic Photo Camp participant takes 
a photo on a morning game drive in Moremi Game Reserve in 

Botswana. Opposite page: School students in Bharathawadi, 
Karnataka, India, participate in a Wild Shaale presentation to 

raise awareness of India’s incredible biodiversity.
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T H E  C H A N G E M A K E R S 
O F  T O M O R R O W

2,907
young people submitted 
solution videos for the 
inaugural Slingshot Challenge

400
young people participated in the Externship 
program, with three alumni awarded the title 
of National Geographic Young Explorer

16
Photo Camps hosted in six 
countries, introducing students 
to the basics of photography

The National Geographic Society is extending the work of our 
Explorers into classrooms and communities — equipping people 
with the tools to better understand the world around them and 
take action in its preservation. Reaching more than 44 million 
people in 2023 through online educational resources, and nearly 
18 million students through books and media published in 
partnership with Cengage, the Society is inspiring a new generation 
of changemakers to tackle global environmental challenges. 

Our education grants strategy allows us to expand the 
impact of Explorers like Ndimuh Bertrand Shancho and 
Hilario Poot Cahun, who are using local, community-based 
learning strategies to catalyze real, long-term behavior 
change in people around the globe, transforming science- 
and storytelling-based solutions into positive action.

With the support and generosity of our global community, 
the Society can continue to nurture the innovation, passion 
and resilience of planetary stewards of all ages.

2 0 2 3  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Aiming For a Better Future 
In partnership with the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, the 
National Geographic Society created the Slingshot Challenge 
in 2022 to inspire the next generation of problem-solvers, 
advocates and stewards of the planet. Challenge participants 
are asked to create a one-minute video outlining an innovative 
solution to an environmental issue in their community that they 
are passionate about. The Society provides the opportunity to 
engage with workshops and resources that help participants 
leverage their voice, creativity, innovation and ingenuity to 
identify solutions. Selected by a panel of experts including 
National Geographic Explorers Ved Chirayath, Manar Elkebir, 
Sandra Turner and Diana Zendejo, as well as a popular vote, 
awardees are eligible to receive up to $10,000 in funding. 

In its inaugural year, the challenge generated 
nearly four million social media engagements and 
received 1,838 submissions from nearly 3,000 youth in 
80 countries. In May 2023, the Society announced 10 
finalists who would receive funding of $1,000 and five 
submissions to receive $10,000 each. Slingshot award 
recipients were also invited to attend the Society’s annual 
Explorers Festival in Washington, D.C., in June 2023.

Year two of the global video challenge launched in 
September 2023. The Slingshot Challenge connects 

participants with a global network of Explorers, equipping 
them with solution-finding skills and inspiring them 
to improve their communities and beyond. Through 
an exciting new collaboration with the prestigious 
Earthshot Prize, Slingshot Challenge alumni will have the 
opportunity to connect with Earthshot Prize finalists to 
receive mentoring and guidance to support the next 
steps for implementing their solutions. In 2024, Slingshot 
Challenge participants will also continue to learn from 
members of the Explorer community, including Markus 
Martinez Burman and Andrea Villarreal Rodríguez. About 
their experience, Rodríguez said, “As a mentor during the 
inaugural Slingshot Challenge, I witnessed firsthand the 
incredible impact it had on inspiring youth to connect with 
the world around them. These brilliant students are not 
only profoundly aware of the challenges their communities 
face but are determined to find real solutions.”

Thanks to the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation and 
National Geographic’s global community of passionate 
supporters, we believe that no problem is unsolvable, 
and that together, our ideas can lead to taking action 
to protect our planet and improve our future.

The passion, ingenuity 
and drive of young 
people are critical to 
finding sustainable 
solutions for the 
environmental 
challenges we face. 
The Paul G. Allen 
Family Foundation 
is inspired by the 
fresh perspectives of 
youth participating 
in the Slingshot 
Challenge, and proud 
to partner with the 
National Geographic 
Society to harness 
the enthusiasm and 
energy that will help 
create lasting change 
for the planet.

L A R A  L I T T L E F I E L D

Executive Director,  
Partnerships and Programs 
Paul G. Allen Family Foundation
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Engaging New Perspectives
In 2023, the National Geographic Society celebrated the 
20th anniversary of National Geographic Photo Camp, 
a program founded by National Geographic Explorer in 
Residence Kirsten Elstner in 2003 to provide a meaningful 
introduction to photography for young people from 
communities around the world. Since its founding, the 
program has reached over 3,000 students from more 
than 40 countries, providing them with the opportunity 
to build confidence, explore different perspectives 
and tell their stories through photography. Elstner, 
alongside other Explorers and photographers, has 
served as a mentor, fostering a sense of community and 
encouraging youth to share their personal viewpoints.

Photo Camp offers a unique, immersive learning 
environment that goes beyond teaching technical skills, 
allowing participants to connect with world-class Explorers 
and photographers while learning about the importance of 
empathy and authentic storytelling. The program has not 
only impacted participants during the camps but has also 
paved the way for continued engagement with the Society, 
with some alumni going on to become Young Explorers or 
teaching assistants at subsequent camps. Over 2.5 million 
photographs taken by Photo Camp students have been 
shared with more than 30 million people around the world, 
illustrating themes such as identity, hope and growth. 

To celebrate the program’s 20th anniversary, 20 Photo 
Camp alumni participated in a November 2023 master class 
in Washington, D.C., with their work showcased through 
social media and a presentation of alumni stories hosted 
at National Geographic headquarters. Also in November, 
National Geographic published “Photo Camp Stories: 
Our World Through the Lens of Young Photographers,” 
a compilation of over 200 images from the camps that 
represent the perspectives of youth from 35 countries. 

Thanks to the generosity of the William Randolph Hearst 
Foundation and other donors, in 2023 the Society was able 
to connect more than 300 Photo Camp participants with 35 
Explorer mentors (including eight Photo Camp alumni) across 
six countries, which gave access to other Society programs 
such as Project CETI, the Okavango Wilderness Project and 
Africa Refocused. In collaboration with the Society’s Education 
division, a series of Photo Camps were conducted in six 
marginalized communities in the United States, reaching 120 
young people. Working with local partners ensured continued 
training and growth opportunities. With the backing 
of National Geographic’s dedicated supporters, Elstner 
aims to expand the program’s impact in under-resourced 
communities — paving the way for youth from every corner 
of the world to find their voices and have them be heard.

Opposite page, from left: Slingshot 
Challenge winner Kayla Ling meets with 
Explorer Agustina Besada at the 2023 
Explorers Festival in Washington, D.C., USA. 
Slingshot Challenge awardees at National 
Geographic Society headquarters. Explorer 
and Photo Ark founder Joel Sartore meets 
with Slingshot Challenge winner Soren 
Goldsmith. This page: National Geographic 
Photo Camp participants visit Botswana’s 
Moremi Game reserve. A Photo Camp New 
Zealand participant reviews images with 
a member of the Auckland community. A 
Photo Camp participant takes a photo of 
ducklings in Moldova.

Being part of the Photo Camp 
story since we began this work 
20 years ago has changed my 
life. Our mission has always 
been to mentor and inspire 
youth to see the power of 
their own voice through 
photography. I have had 
the honor of understanding 
and sharing the stories 
of so many incredible 
communities around the 
world through their eyes.

K I R S T E N  E L S T N E R

Explorer in Residence
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Program Spotlights

2 8 9 2  M I L E S  T O  G O

There are 2,892 miles between the two furthest 
points across the contiguous United States. Within 
each of these miles, narratives of place, people 
and histories are often mistold, misrepresented 
or simply unacknowledged. These missing stories 
become gaps in our collective knowledge and 
serve as barriers to creating more informed, 
empathetic and united communities. To address 
these gaps, National Geographic Explorer 
Ashley Lamb-Sinclair founded 2892 Miles To 
Go, a community-based education program. It 
engages intergenerational community groups with 
innovative geography education experiences that 
demonstrate the power of geospatial technology, 
data and mapping to illuminate unknown or 
unacknowledged stories around environmental, 
social and cultural issues across the United States. 

This program’s uniquely geographic approach 
to educational storytelling has yielded a 
growing archive of community narratives that 
spark authentic learning and community-led 
solutions. It has also supported the development 
of a geographic mindset and skills that open 
doors to new careers for the next generation.

In each community site, the program team 
engages local young people, educators, 

changemakers and other leaders in a process of 
place-based narrative inquiry to investigate the 
stories of a community and its people. The team 
employs advanced ArcGIS StoryMaps, GIS and 
MapMaker platforms — built with support from 
the National Geographic Society’s partnership 
with Esri — to combine custom StoryMaps of 
each place with multimedia content to create 
collections of interactive digital narratives that 
represent the voices and experiences of many. 
Each StoryMap is supported by educational 
resources to inspire and equip educators within 
and outside traditional classrooms to integrate 
these perspectives into their lessons. This helps 
rebalance the kinds of stories that dominate 
the education landscape and impact future 
generations through exposure to geographic 
inquiry and leading-edge technology. 

In a conversation with Tulsa-based community 
educator Kristi Williams at the plenary session of 
the 2023 Esri Education Summit, Lamb-Sinclair 
highlighted how the 2892 Miles to Go program 
has harnessed geospatial technology to shift 
the learning experiences of young people. 
Additionally, Lamb-Sinclair joined 2892 
Community Leader Jaraux Washington and fellow 
Explorer Alicia Odewale at the Society’s annual 
Explorers Festival in June 2023, where each spoke 
about the importance of authentic storytelling in 

their work. As the 2892 Miles to Go program 
expands to represent a nationwide collective 
of educators, organizers, storytellers, 
researchers and leaders, Lamb-Sinclair 
hopes audiences will feel inspired to “own 
your mile” and work to advance positive 
change in their own communities.

E X P L O R E R  C L A S S R O O M

Explorer Classroom is a live, virtual, 
interactive session that connects learners 
ages 7-18 directly with National Geographic 
Explorers for short lessons and Q&A, 
bringing science, exploration, conservation 
and storytelling to life. It’s an opportunity 
for Explorers to interact with and inspire 
the next generation of Explorers, share 
behind-the-scenes stories about their work 
and answer student questions in real time. 
Events are free, open to any classroom, and 
include an interactive guide to accompany 
students on a learning journey that sparks 
curiosity, builds empathy and empowers 
learners to take action. Explorer Classroom 
sessions are also available in Spanish. 
In 2023, Explorer Classroom sessions 
featured 48 Explorers across 90 events 
with an estimated 213,214 student views.
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In 2023, the Explorer Classroom program 
introduced a new series model; each series 
follows a specific theme through a set of live 
events and associated activities over the 
course of five weeks. The pilot series focused 
on wildlife, aligning with the 50th anniversary 
of the Endangered Species Act in December 
2023. These sessions offered an unparalleled 
opportunity for students to interact directly 
with leading scientists, conservationists and 
storytellers. They delved into topics from 
tracking hyenas in Kenya to documenting 
the biodiversity of tide pools in California, all 
while practicing what it takes to be an Explorer 
and taking action on behalf of wildlife locally. 
For educators, Explorer Classroom offers 
supporting materials to continue learning 
beyond the session, including engaging 
experiential lesson plans and guides.

National Geographic supporters are 
committed to transforming the learning 
experience for young people and the 
educators who guide them. With contributions 
from passionate individuals and institutions 
like the TAWANI Foundation that share the 
Society’s vision for a better future for our 
planet, Explorer Classroom aims to engage 
more Explorers and reach more students 
across the globe, sparking curiosity and 
wonder about the world around us.

E X T E R N S H I P S

In 2021, the National Geographic Society joined 
forces with The Nature Conservancy to create 
an externship program for young leaders, 
equipping them with the knowledge and 
resources to seek solutions and drive impact 
in their communities. For each eight-week 
externship, a cohort of participants from around 
the world convene online to explore areas of 
conservation, collaborate with experts and 
generate local solutions around a topic such as 
marine and freshwater conservation. In 2023, the 
Society and The Nature Conservancy received 
nearly 19,000 applications, and 400 people 
were selected to participate in the program.

In each cohort, externs learn from the expertise 
of conservation professionals from the Society 
and The Nature Conservancy, including National 
Geographic Explorers. Externs also have the 
opportunity to form connections, network 
and take part in workshops on storytelling and 
research techniques. Every extern is tasked to 
identify and evaluate an environmental issue 
in their community, understand current work 
happening to address the issue and find gaps in 
action. They then propose solutions to improve 
the situation. Across this inquiry process, externs 
develop an Esri ArcGIS StoryMap — a geospatial 
visualization and storytelling tool — to communicate 

solutions they have identified. Externs who are 
ready to actualize their visions can apply for up to 
$2,000 in seed funding to help implement their 
ideas within their communities, and build on the 
knowledge and skills gained during the program.

Since the externship program’s establishment, the 
Society has received over 30,000 applications, with 
more than 800 individuals representing over 100 
countries and 35 U.S. states ultimately enrolled. Over 
$200,000 in seed funding has been awarded to 110 
graduates to support a wide range of community 
projects developed during their externships. In 
2023, three extern alumni — Gabriela Tejeda, Betty 
Jahateh and Brigitta Gunawan — were awarded 
the title of National Geographic Young Explorer, 
becoming official members of our Explorer community 
and supporting a dynamic pipeline of talented 
and conservation-minded individuals developed 
through the Society’s educational programs. 
Through this program, and with the support of our 
donor community, the Society is investing in the 
people who will lead conservation into the future.

Opposite page, from left: Explorer Ashley Lamb-Sinclair (left) and 
2892 Miles to Go educator Jaraux Washington during the 2023 
Explorers Festival in Washington, D.C., USA. Educator Andres Chavez 
speaks to students from Arvin High School in Arvin, CA, USA. 
Explorers Jennifer Burgin and Issa Barte speak to students during an 
Explorer Classroom event at Alice Deal Middle School in Washington, 
D.C. This page: Young Explorer Gabriela Tejeda is pictured in the field. 
National Geographic Society and The Nature Conservancy externs at 
Araromi beach in Ondo State, Nigeria.
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W I L D  S H A A L E

Wild Shaale is a conservation education program 
created by Explorer and conservation biologist 
Krithi Karanth in collaboration with the Centre 
for Wildlife Studies and fellow Explorer and 
educator Gabby Salazar. In 2023, the National 
Geographic Society expanded its support 
for Wild Shaale by providing learning design 
expertise through National Geographic’s EduLab, 
a team dedicated to building creative education 
products and solutions to amplify and extend 
our National Geographic Explorers’ impact. 

The Wild Shaale program (“shaale” translates 
to “school” in Kannada) is designed to engage 
children living near wildlife and nurture their 
interest in and inspire empathy toward wildlife 
and the environment. It uses a mixture of art, 
visual media and games to build students’ 
knowledge of and sense of connection to their 
local wildlife, and promotes self-efficacy by giving 
them practical actions they can take to share 
space with wildlife and support local conservation 
efforts. The Wild Shaale curriculum is available 
in seven languages and offers human-wildlife 
coexistence strategies that empower students 
around the world to take personal responsibility 
and action to protect wildlife and wild places.

Since connecting for the first time at the 
Society’s 2017 Explorers Festival, Karanth and 
Salazar have worked to bring Wild Shaale 
to hundreds of schools around the Western 

Ghats in India — a biodiversity hot spot where 
residents commonly face challenges to their 
livelihoods from interactions with wildlife. In 2023, 
Karanth and Salazar brought the Wild Shaale 
curriculum to more than 15,000 students across 
over 300 schools, inspiring lasting connections 
with nature and the animals we coexist with.

G R O S V E N O R  T E A C H E R  F E L L O W S H I P

In April 2023, through a highly competitive 
selection process from 419 applications, 50 
educators became the National Geographic 
Society’s 15th cohort of Grosvenor Teacher 
Fellows in recognition of their commitment 
to geographic education. The Grosvenor 
Teacher Fellowship is a unique professional 
learning opportunity for pre-K-12 educators, 
made possible by a longstanding partnership 
between the Society and Lindblad Expeditions. 
The 2023 cohort of Grosvenor Teacher Fellows 
— consisting of educators from 24 U.S. states, 
five Canadian provinces and the first ever 
Fellow from Puerto Rico — featured a diverse 

From left: Explorer Agustina “Tati” Besada and the Unplastify 
team speak with students in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Explorer 
and conservation scientist Krithi Karanth reads and distributes 
illustrated storybooks about wildlife to students in Bharathawadi, 
Karnataka, India. The 2023 cohort of National Geographic 
Grosvenor Teacher Fellows.

U N P L A S T I F Y

National Geographic Explorer Agustina “Tati” 
Besada is on a mission to change the human 
relationship with plastic — reducing single-use 
plastic by finding innovative ways to design it out of 
day-to-day life through her Unplastify Worldwide 
Education program. This free, three-month 
educational program targets students ages 15-16 
and works with them to create and implement 
their own solutions to the issue of plastic pollution, 
both globally and in their communities.

To date, Unplastify Worldwide has reached 
more than 23 countries and over 158 educational 
institutions, engaging the next generation of 
leaders in sustainability. In 2023, the program 
saw a surge of engagement from around the 
world. In Ukraine, educator Iryna Kharchenko 
shared: “I believe the Unplastify challenge is 
the best thing that could have happened to 
my students. It’s not just a project; it’s more 
like a transformative journey that helps young 
people not only to break free from plastic 
but also makes them real game-changers 
capable of creating a sustainable future.” 

With support from the Lindblad Expeditions-
National Geographic Fund, Unplastify is 
scaling its reach to more than 2,500 new young 
people and 250 educators worldwide. It aims 
to build awareness and develop solutions to 
the impact of plastics in our ocean — ultimately 
seeking to reduce plastic use by three tons.
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group representing an array of grade levels and 
subject areas including social studies, STEM, 
second-language programs, art and more. 

In 2023, Fellows took part in eight- to 24-day 
expeditions aboard several Lindblad Expeditions 
and National Geographic vessels to destinations 
in six continents, including four regions new to the 
program: Australia and New Zealand, Indonesia, 
Japan and Patagonia. While on board, Fellows 
experienced landscapes, cultures and wildlife 
endemic to some of the world’s most remote areas. 
On each voyage, Fellows were accompanied by 
Lindblad Expeditions and National Geographic 
experts, including knowledgeable naturalists, 
undersea specialists and photographers.

As part of their Fellowship, members of the 
2023 cohort take on a two-year leadership 
commitment with the Society, serving as program 
ambassadors to foster collaboration with other 
educators in the National Geographic community 
and beyond. In their own communities, these 
educators will provide leadership, employ 
innovative teaching practices and share powerful 
narratives to help weave the values of exploration, 
conservation and cultural understanding into 
the fabric of education around the globe. The 
Grosvenor Teacher Fellowship is funded in part by 
a generous donation by the I See A Foundation.

M A P M A K E R

In November 2023, the National Geographic 
Society celebrated Geography Awareness 
Week, encouraging people across the country to 
embrace a greater understanding of geography 
and build their geo-literacy. As part of this 
effort, the Society partnered with Esri — the 
global leader in geographic information system 
(GIS) technology — to launch the reimagined 
National Geographic MapMaker tool. 

MapMaker is National Geographic’s online 
mapping resource, an easy-to-use learning 
solution that provides an entry point to GIS 
technology, connecting learners with essential 
geographic information for exploration and 
education. With the new web-based app, 
anyone can visually experience and interact 
with geospatial information about Earth’s 
interconnected human and natural systems while 
exploring the art of mapmaking. MapMaker allows 
users to analyze patterns and relationships by 
layering maps to reveal, for example, population 
differences across biomes or how the impacts of 
climate change will affect various communities. 
Within two months, the valuable tool was 
accessed by more than 650,000 people.

The Society’s Geography Awareness Week 
celebration also included the NorthStar GIS 
Homecoming program at Howard University in 
Washington, D.C. Here, Explorer Clinton Johnson 
moderated a panel discussion featuring Chief 
Communications, Marketing and Brand Officer 
Crystal Brown; Chief Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Officer Shannon P. Bartlett; Chief Education Officer 
Deborah R. Grayson; and Disney’s Senior Vice 
President of Inclusive Content & Engagement 
Karen Greenfield. Topics included the importance 
of geography and geographic approaches 
to build strong and resilient communities of 
color; the diversity, equity and inclusion work 
underway at the Society and at Disney; and 
ways the Society has implemented its strategic 
diversity, equity and inclusion throughline.

The Society, alongside partners like Esri, is 
committed to reinforcing the vital role that 
geographic literacy plays in today’s interconnected 
world. Innovative tools such as the National 
Geographic MapMaker empower individuals and 
communities to tackle global challenges in new 
ways, paving the way for a more inclusive future.

S T U D E N T  T R AV E L

National Geographic Student Travel is a 
two-year special pilot program offering 
immersive travel experiences for high school 
students. These fee-based experiences are 
designed to connect youth with the National 
Geographic Society, our mission and National 
Geographic Explorers, with the goal of building 
an Explorer Mindset in participants through 
authentic, experiential travel and exploration. 

In 2023, 220 high school students from around 
the globe traveled on 12 trips across 10 locations 
including Ecuador and the Galápagos, Iceland, 
the Canadian Arctic, Tokyo and Namibia. The 
Society awarded 15 fully funded scholarships 
to increase access to these experiences, 
with special contributions from Cigna and 
the Society’s community of supporters.

Each itinerary featured an Explorer who helped 
students delve deeper into their surroundings 
and explore themes such as photography, 
climate and geology, and wildlife conservation. 
Students were offered a range of experiential 
learning opportunities customized to their 
location and interests, such as learning about 
cutting-edge technology used to combat 
climate change, researching threats to wildlife 
alongside scientists and crafting a photography 
portfolio as they learned how to take images that 
tell a story. These experiences were designed 
to encourage participants to deepen current 
interests, discover new passions and leverage the 
Explorer Mindset they developed throughout 
the program to care for and act on behalf of our 
planet and its people upon returning home.
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E Q U I P P I N G 
E X P L O R E R S 

This page: National Geographic Explorer and mycologist 
Giuliana Furci searches for mushrooms in Chile’s Tierra del 
Fuego. Opposite page: Explorer, marine biologist and Project 
CETI founder David Gruber dives off the coast of Dominica.
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T O  G O  F U R T H E R
In a year marked by unprecedented challenges and 
remarkable discoveries, the steadfast support of the 
National Geographic Society’s global community 
of donors has played a crucial role in furthering 
our mission. In 2023, your contributions enabled us 
to equip a diverse group of National Geographic 
Explorers with the essential tools, training and 
resources they need to expand our collective 
understanding of the world. Through programs that 
offer Explorers access to cutting-edge technology, 
enriching learning opportunities and the guidance of 
subject-matter experts, the Society aims to enhance 
their ability to achieve project goals and expand 
their impact beyond what could be achieved alone. 

600+
Explorers served by the 
Society’s Exploration 
Technology Lab

14
multimedia projects produced 
by the Society’s Impact Story Lab 
to amplify Explorer-led work

10
individuals received mentorship and 
training as part of the 2022-23 cohort of 
the Society’s Field Ready program

2 0 2 3  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Exploring the Edge of Ingenuity
Technology and innovation have been part of the National 
Geographic Society’s DNA since 1888. Today, the National 
Geographic Exploration Technology Lab (ExTech Lab) continues 
this legacy by developing and expanding access to cutting-edge 
technologies and tools that accelerate the work of National 
Geographic Explorers. 

In 2023, the ExTech Lab served more than 600 Explorers, building 
and deploying breakthrough systems to facilitate learnings about 
the planet, nature and the cultural makeup of our world. The Lab’s 
team of engineers and biologists employs advanced imaging 
sensors, cutting-edge technologies, machine learning algorithms 
and data analysis platforms to provide insights into extreme 
and inaccessible environments and enable the exploration of 
sensitive natural and cultural systems. The team also develops 
groundbreaking imaging and storytelling tools that enable 
photographers, filmmakers and science communicators to create 
transformative stories that inspire people to care about our world. 
In addition, the ExTech Lab provides free access to off-the-shelf 
hardware and software that helps Explorers scale their impact.

The ExTech Lab has built and deployed bespoke tools including 
an animal-borne Crittercam in Dominica to help Explorers 
capture unique data on the behavior of sperm whales and squid; 
created media-quality camera traps that autonomously capture 
footage of rarely seen natural behaviors of animals in the wild; 
and provided bioacoustic analysis to help Explorers measure the 
health and biodiversity of a specific geographic area. Thanks to 
generous support from Iridium, including the donation of satellite 
communications equipment, data plans and other resources, the 
ExTech Lab is also able to ensure Explorers stay connected during 

field-based research expeditions and storytelling endeavors in 
remote locations worldwide.

In 2023, the ExTech Lab collaborated with five ocean-focused 
Explorers, providing them with access to custom-built deep sea 
cameras, as well as mentorship and technology support. David 
Obura, Sheena Talma, Laura Rodriguez, Arzucan Askin, Giovanni 
Chimienti and Aristide Kamla used the deep sea camera system 
to augment their fieldwork across the Asia-Pacific, Latin American 
and African regions. Since their development, these autonomous 
robotic camera systems have enabled Explorers to probe the 
least explored locations in the ocean, documenting life-forms 
and environments in the Tonga Trench, the Puerto Rico Trench 
and the Mariana Trench. 

In September 2023, the ExTech Lab deployed a custom AI 
camera trap network in California’s Jack and Laura Dangermond 
Preserve as part of Explorer Rae Wynn-Grant’s work observing 
mountain lion feeding ecology. The camera trap network 
has helped Wynn-Grant’s team reveal the challenges facing 
mountain lions and large carnivores forced to shift their habitats 
as a result of climate change. The custom-built array can also 
transmit AI-classified imagery from the traps via Iridium satellites, 
enabling near real-time notification of events. 

From tropical rainforests to the Arctic tundra to subterranean 
caves that reveal our human history, Explorers are on the front 
lines of research and conservation of some of the world’s most 
precious places. Thanks to support from Iridium and other 
donors, the Society’s ExTech Lab is committed to equipping 
these changemakers with tools and training that will help 
accelerate their impact. 

With shared-beliefs 
and a like-minded 
vision of how to help 
protect and tell the 
story of the wonders 
of our world, we are 
proud to support the 
very important work 
done by the National 
Geographic Society 
and its Explorers. 
We look forward to 
seeing the innovative 
applications of 
Iridium® connectivity 
integrated into 
the Exploration 
Technology Lab’s 
latest creations and 
supporting their 
engineers with our 
own expertise.

M AT T  D E S C H

Chief Executive Officer  
Iridium
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Harnessing the Science of Story
The National Geographic Society Impact Story Lab is 
an award-winning creative unit within the Society that 
combines world-class storytelling with social and behavioral 
science to drive positive change. This interdisciplinary team 
collaborates with National Geographic Explorers to produce 
film, video, audio, photography, VR/AR experiences and 
other media to advance the goals of their programs.

In 2023, with support from Christopher and Lauren Renaud, 
David E. Shaw and other contributors, the Impact Story Lab 
produced 14 multimedia products to support Explorer-led 
programs and led 12 workshops to provide in-depth instruction 
in storytelling techniques for more than 400 Explorers and 
industry professionals. Films and videos produced by the lab 
earned 14 major awards, most notably from Jackson Wild, 
the Webby Awards, the Telly Awards, the Pridelands Wildlife 
Film Festival, and the Hispanic International Film Festival. 

In 2023, the Impact Story Lab’s multimedia projects included 
a digital education series produced in collaboration with the 
Society’s EduLab entitled “I Wonder,” which follows Explorer 
Anand Varma’s work to document the life cycle of cephalopods; 
a short film entitled “Flora, Fauna, Funga” that documents 
Explorer and mycologist Giuliana Furci’s search for new 
mushrooms in Chile; and an audio series developed to expand 

on Explorer Shabana Basij-Rasikh’s work to support displaced 
Afghan girls with education opportunities and stories of hope.

The Impact Story Lab feature film, “Nkashi: Race for the 
Okavango,” premiered in Botswana in March 2023. The 
Society-funded Okavango Wilderness Project and Africa 
Refocused programs collaborated on the project to depict 
the journeys of three Batswana mokoro polers, celebrate the 
country’s cultural heritage, and illuminate the importance 
of the Okavango Delta — one of the most unique wetlands 
in the world. The Okavango Wilderness Project’s critical 
conservation work is highlighted throughout the film, and 
Explorer Koketso “Koki” Mookodi is prominently featured. 
The film was supported through the Okavango Eternal 
partnership with De Beers and won the 2023 Jackson 
Wild Media Award for Best Original Musical Score.

The Society’s Impact Story Lab is able to leverage the 
power of storytelling to amplify Explorer-led projects across 
conservation, cultural heritage and education. Through 
innovative collaborations and compelling content, the Impact 
Story Lab demonstrates the transformative potential of 
storytelling, proving that when art and science converge, they 
can help drive change and inspire meaningful positive impact.

Opposite page, from left: A Crittercam 
on a manta ray off the coast of Mexico. 
The Exploration Technology Lab at the 
Society’s headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., USA. Explorer Aristide Takoukam 
Kamla deploys an ocean drop camera 
near Limbe, Cameroon. This page: A 
mushroom in Chile’s Tierra del Fuego. 
Impact Story Lab producer Sam Sheline 
filming in southern Chile. A mokoro 
poler featured in the Society-produced 
documentary “Nkashi: Race for the 
Okavango.”

The National Geographic 
Impact Story Lab helps 
Explorers harness the 
power of strategic 
storytelling to supercharge 
the impact of their work 
and drive positive change. 
I am so proud to be part 
of this work through the 
Impact Story Lab Advisory 
Council and help combine 
the power of storytelling 
and science for meaningful 
impact in the world. 

D AV I D  E .  S H AW

National Geographic Society 
Impact Story Lab Advisory Council 
and Hubbard Council Member
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Learning Innovation for Impact
Now in its second year, EduLab is an innovation team within the 
National Geographic Society’s Education division dedicated 
to building creative education products and solutions. EduLab 
works with and through our National Geographic Explorers 
to create innovative learning solutions that amplify their 
impact, expand our understanding, and inspire educators and 
learners to illuminate and protect the wonder of our world.

EduLab provides inclusive, human-centered methods, 
tools and other resources that focus on the goals of our 
Explorers and the needs of the audiences they wish to 
engage. The team collaborates with the Society’s Impact 
Story Lab, Exploration Technology Lab, and various internal 
and external experts to conceive and deliver multifaceted 
solutions to address Explorer needs while advancing the 
Society’s education initiatives. Through these projects, 
they also identify useful, transferable educational elements 
to share with the broader Explorer community and invite 
educators and learners to practice and develop the 
attitudes, skills and knowledge of the Explorer Mindset.

In 2023, EduLab saw success piloting this collaborative 
process with, among others, Explorer Anand Varma in 
the development of WonderLab Learning Resources, 
Explorer Krithi Karanth in testing and on-location 
evaluation of learning resources developed for Wild 
Shaale, and Explorer Joel Sartore in the creation of 
the National Geographic Photo Ark: Protect Species 
resource collection. The team also rolled out a new — and 
continually expanding — Education Toolkit of resources 
for Explorers, including several as Open Educational 
Resources released under a Creative Commons license 
to permit the use and repurposing by users.

With your support, EduLab will continue to serve as 
a vital incubator, laboratory and catalyst to advance 
critical Explorer-led projects that benefit the planet and 
inspire others to learn about and care for our world. 

From left: Explorer David Sengeh in his office 
in Boston, MA, USA, prior to his appointment 
as chief minister of Sierra Leone. A student  
of the Wild Shaale education program,  
which helps foster peaceful coexistence 
between humans and wildlife. Explorer 
Anand Varma demonstrates scientific  
and storytelling techniques.

Our partnership 
with EduLab has 
truly transformed 
our Storytelling for 
Impact content, which 
we deliver on our 
SOLAx platform. The 
addition of the team's 
globally inclusive 
design principles has 
demonstrably enriched 
our offerings for the 
Afghan girls we educate, 
and we're grateful that 
our partnership is so 
strong moving forward.

S H A B A N A  B A S I J - R A S I K H 

2023 Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year
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Program Spotlights

D I V E R S I T Y,  E Q U I T Y  A N D  I N C L U S I O N 
L E A R N I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The National Geographic Society’s learning and 
development offerings support the growth and 
development of National Geographic Explorers, 
beginning with their onboarding into the 
Explorer community and continuing throughout 
their relationship with the Society. Onboarding 
courses set the stage for new grantees and 
cohort members, helping them to access key 
Society resources and facilitate interactions and 
communication with points of contact on Society 
staff. Following onboarding, Explorers can pursue 
a wealth of continued learning opportunities to 
support their growth as leaders, cross-cultural 
collaborators and science communicators.

As a key strategic throughline that is 
fundamental to the Society’s mission, an 
intentional effort is made to connect Explorers 
to learning opportunities related to diversity, 
equity and inclusion. The Society’s Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI) team facilitates these 
opportunities and serves as a valuable thought 
partner and collaborator for Explorers to help 
reflect the Society’s guiding principles within 
their work. Explorers are also invited to connect 

with the DEI team individually to discuss 
strategies for embedding diversity, equity 
and inclusion principles into their projects. 

In 2023, the DEI team supported 
Explorers through consultation, panels, 
in-person and virtual convenings, and other 
collaborations that explored the intersection 
of diversity, equity and inclusion, their 
specific disciplines and sharing best practices 
among the global Explorer community. 

For example, in Dominica, the team partnered 
with Explorer-led Project CETI to offer a 
grant-writing workshop for participants of the 
program’s Marine Conservation Fellowship. 

The DEI team also facilitated interactive 
workshops for Explorers during Explorers 
Festival in Washington, D.C.; the London 
Explorers Festival; and Explorer Spotlights in 
Hong Kong and northern North America. These 
workshops, hosted in partnership with the 
Society’s Explorer Engagement team, focused 
on a variety of topics such as cross-cultural 
collaborations; methodologies for actualizing 
diversity, equity and inclusion principles in 
project design; impostor phenomenon; working 
effectively on diverse teams; inclusive community 
engagement; participatory methods and more. 

The Society’s commitment to diversity, equity 
and inclusion is a fundamental cornerstone of 
our mission to illuminate and protect the wonder 
of our world. This commitment is actualized in 

the Society’s multifaceted approach to providing 
opportunities, support and a platform for Explorers 
to integrate these principles into their work, helping 
to foster a culture of inclusivity, understanding and 
respect across the global Explorer community. 

F I E L D  R E A DY 

To increase diversity and inclusion in the global 
television and filmmaking industries, the 
National Geographic Society has partnered 
with National Geographic Content to create 
Field Ready, a cohort-based mentorship and 
training program that supports early-career 
filmmakers around the world in advancing their 
careers in natural history, science, exploration 
and documentary filmmaking. The program 
draws participants from among the Society’s 
storytelling Explorers, meaning each individual in 
a cohort will have received grant funding from the 
Society to pursue their own project, which often 
complements their Field Ready mentorship.

For each cohort, 10 filmmakers are selected 
to be mentored by leaders in the documentary 
filmmaking and television industries. Throughout 
the program, participants receive one-on-one 

From left: A National Geographic Society panel during the NorthStar GIS 
Homecoming event in Washington, D.C., USA. National Geographic Society 
Chief Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer Shannon P. Bartlett speaks at 
Explorers Festival London in London, UK. Participants in the Society’s Field 
Ready program gather at Society headquarters in Washington, D.C.
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mentorship with some of the most seasoned 
filmmakers; participate in technical skills 
training; engage in networking sessions; 
and work with their mentors to refine their 
personal projects, develop their portfolios, 
and build and strengthen the skills necessary 
to advance their work in the field.

To complete their program, the Field 
Ready class of mentees engage in a field 
experience hosted by their mentors and 
National Geographic production partners. 
Each mentee’s unique experience depends 
on the area of growth they are interested in. 
Some go into the field to work on productions, 
while others may join production partners in 
the office to apply their skills in development 
or production management. After graduating 
from the program, Field Ready mentees 
are announced to the wider production 
community as qualified candidates for natural 
history film productions around the world. 
The program has become a reliable resource 
to National Geographic’s production partners 
for hiring and mentoring emerging talent.

To date, the program has mentored 
early-career filmmakers from 20 countries, with 
75% of its participants working on National 
Geographic productions around the globe. In 
2022-2023, the Society supported a cohort of 10 
individuals working in Colombia, India, Kenya, 
Nigeria, South Korea and the United States.

The Field Ready program is made possible 
by the contributions of dedicated supporters 
who believe in the power of storytelling 
and want to help the Society continue to 
support new cohorts of filmmakers, helping 
them expand their skills and networks.

S E C O N D  A S S I S TA N T

The Second Assistant program is a six-month, 
cohort-based program that provides training, 
mentorship, connections and pathways for 
early-career photographers representing a 
diversity of perspectives. This competitive 
program draws participants from among the 
Society’s storytelling Explorers, meaning 
participants will have received grant funding 
to pursue their own project. It also provides 
technical training and mentorship that may 
come at a critical time for their work. 

At its core, the program is tailored to 
offer technical training and mentorship at 
potentially pivotal moments in participants’ 
careers. It pairs each participant with an 
accomplished Explorer or National Geographic 
photographer to give them the opportunity 
to learn technical skills in real-world scenarios. 
This includes acting as an assistant on 
editorial assignments for National Geographic 
magazine or working on broader storytelling 
endeavors under the Society’s umbrella. 

From left: Participants in the Society’s Field Ready program. 
Explorer Ulannaq Ingemann photographs husky puppies 
in Qaanaaq, Greenland. Explorer Luján Agusti reviews 
photographs of Finland’s peatlands.

The Second Assistant program collaborates 
with National Geographic magazine on a 
specialized curriculum, providing editorial 
assignment opportunities for participants 
to join, and matching Second Assistants to 
mentors based on their skill sets and interests 
to ensure impactful learning experiences.

The 2023 cohort of the Second 
Assistant program included 10 talented 
photographers from nine countries, a 
testament to its global reach and impact.

Thanks to the generous contributions of 
our supporters, the Society can offer these 
budding storytellers invaluable on-the-ground 
experiences, significantly aiding in their 
professional development. The initiative nurtures 
a diverse group of talented photographers, 
positioning them as future leaders in the realm 
of visual storytelling. By embracing a multitude 
of perspectives and voices, the Second Assistant 
program is instrumental in enriching National 
Geographic’s storytelling legacy with even 
deeper, more varied insights and viewpoints.
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S T O RY T E L L E R S  C O L L E C T I V E

The National Geographic Storytellers Collective, 
a B2B entity, offers live, in-person, small-group, 
Explorer-led “Storytelling for Impact” workshops 
to nonprofits, universities and affinity corporate 
clients worldwide. Our workshops leverage 
National Geographic’s 136-year legacy of 
storytelling excellence, as well as a robust 
network of storytelling Explorers, and expertise 
in the fields of storytelling and education.

In addition to generating revenue to support 
the National Geographic Society’s mission and 
grant programs, our workshops provide learning 
opportunities for values-aligned organizations 
and individuals that can help them advance their 
work and maximize their impact. The Storytellers 
Collective also provides capacity-building 
opportunities to hundreds of Explorers each year.

Our team gives changemakers the tools 
and confidence to shape and share their 
stories through oral and visual storytelling, 
with training delivered in one- and three-day 
workshop formats. The workshops are designed 
to give participants an insider’s perspective 
on the National Geographic approach to 

storytelling, from the broad sweep of narrative 
arc to the finer details of technique. 

Participants receive customized guidance 
and personalized feedback as they craft a 
dynamic narrative designed to move their 
intended audience to action. Storytelling 
coaches lead participants through a series of 
expert presentations, lively discussions and 
interactive exercises that put learning into 
practice. Over the course of their experience, 
participants learn how to tell a compelling 
fact-based story; engage an audience using 
empathy and authenticity; craft visual stories 
that connect with intended audiences to 
move them to action; and create engaging 
short-form storytelling that can be used for 
any social media platform. By the end of their 
experience, participants will understand the 
science of why storytelling is an effective 
tool to move audiences to action.

The Storytellers Collective program 
engaged more than 800 participants in 2023, 
including 12 workshops in eight countries 
designed to help our Explorer community 
refine and enhance their storytelling skills.

From left: National Geographic Society staff participate in a 
Storytellers Collective photography workshop. Society Executive 
Director, Europe and Middle East (Western Asia) Dr. Claire 
McNulty speaks during Storytellers Collective training at the Oasi 
Dynamo Nature Reserve in Tuscany, Italy. A Storytellers Collective 
group training session held at the Oasi Dynamo Nature Reserve.
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E N G A G I N G

This page: Perpetual Planet Amazon Expedition biologist 
and Explorer Fernando Trujillo speaks about pink river 
dolphins at the 2023 Explorers Festival in Washington, D.C., 
USA. Opposite page: Explorer Pragna Parsotam-Kok speaks 
at the 2023 Storytellers Summit in Washington, D.C.

62



G L O B A L 
A U D I E N C E S
In 2023, the National Geographic Society hosted numerous 
convenings of the world’s brightest minds and impassioned 
communicators, captivating international audiences 
through an array of events and experiences designed to 
celebrate our planet and its people and address the critical 
challenges we face. The Society’s signature annual events — 
our Explorers Festivals and Storytellers Summit — brought 
together a diverse cohort of National Geographic Explorers 
to share their groundbreaking projects and compelling 
narratives. As a community, we aim to illuminate the wonders 
of our world and ignite a global commitment to safeguard 
its future. Made possible through the generous support 
of sponsors and partners, the Society’s transformative 
events showcase the power of exploration, storytelling 
and collaboration in fostering a deeper understanding 
of our planet and inspiring action to protect it.

6.3M
people visited National Geographic 
traveling exhibitions in over 
80 cities around the world

17,000
individuals learned about Explorers 
and their work through National 
Geographic Live events

2.5K+
people participated in the Society’s 2023 
Explorers Festival, and more than 1,500 
attended the 2023 Storytellers Summit

2 0 2 3  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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I M PA C T  S T O RY

Celebrating Stories With Impact
S T O RY T E L L E R S  S U M M I T

In January 2023, over 1,500 total participants joined the 
National Geographic Society — both in person and virtually 
— for our annual Storytellers Summit. The event brought 
together photographers, filmmakers, illustrators and 
journalists to celebrate the power that stories have to shift 
perspectives, discover a deeper purpose and inspire change. 

The multiday event highlighted the incredible impact 
of our storytelling community through sessions that 
captured the breadth and depth of our National Geographic 
Explorers sparking positive change across the globe: 

•	 The Nature, Environment and Wildlife Filmmakers (NEWF) 
Composers Lab, offered with support from the Society-funded 
Africa Refocused program and led by Explorers Pragna 
Parsotam-Kok and Noel Kok, delivered an exhilarating musical 
performance featuring musicians from eight African countries. 

•	 Explorer Yazan Kopty shared details of his quest to 
identify the long-lost name of one woman, now known 
to be Hilweh Abu Tayr, photographed for National 
Geographic magazine in Jerusalem nearly 100 years ago. 

•	 The Society welcomed a new Explorer at Large, 
Azu Nwagbogu. Nwagbogu is a curator and 
visionary from Nigeria who has spent more than two 
decades creating and cultivating spaces to elevate 
African art, stories and the African diaspora. 

•	 The second cohort of storytellers supported by the 
Society’s Global Storytellers Fund in collaboration with 
The Climate Pledge was named. These storytellers are 
documenting the climate crisis and its myriad impacts 
on ecosystems and communities around the world. The 
cohort comprises Lynsey Addario, Pablo Albarenga, 
Malin Fezehai, Gab Mejia and Davide Monteleone. 

•	 The Society honored Kiliii Yüyan as the 2023 Eliza 
Scidmore Award winner for his work illuminating human 
communities and their connections to land and sea. 

The Society thanks The Climate Pledge for its 
sponsorship of the 2023 Storytellers Summit.

From left: Explorer Yazan 
Kopty, a writer and community 
archivist, presents at the 2023 
National Geographic Storytellers 
Summit. Musicians from the 
NEWF Composers Lab perform 
at the 2023 Storytellers Summit. 
Explorer and conservation 
filmmaker Gunjan Menon speaks 
to an audience at the 2023 
Storytellers Summit. 

64

E
ngaging








 G

lobal






 A

udiences









  

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—
—

—



I M PA C T  S T O RY

Convening our Global Explorer Community 
E X P L O R E R S  F E S T I VA L 

In June 2023, the National Geographic Society’s Explorers 
Festival convened in Washington, D.C., and welcomed over 1,100 
in-person attendees to our headquarters. In an incredible week 
filled with connections, inspiration and curiosity, our global 
community of National Geographic Explorers shared their 
diverse perspectives, the sense of purpose they bring to their 
work and the incredible impact they are making on the planet. 

Some of the most powerful moments from the event included:
•	 Litstening to Explorer and educator Serena McCalla’s 

touching story of how one of her high school STEM students 
encouraged her to continue teaching.

•	 Hearing from Perpetual Planet Amazon Expedition team 
member and Explorer Ruthmery Pillco Huarcaya about the 
ecological importance of the iconic Andean bear — the only 
bear species in South America. 

•	 Learning about Explorer and paleontologist Bolosetseg 
Minjin’s work repatriating dinosaur fossils in Mongolia.

•	 Honoring our amazing cohort of Wayfinder Awardees and 
recognizing the inspiring work of Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year Shabana Basij-Rasikh, as well as National 
Geographic/Buffett Award for Leadership in Conservation 
recipients Explorer Lily-Arison Rene de Roland and Explorer 
José Manuel Briceño Linares.

We are grateful to Rolex for its partnership in presenting the 
2023 National Geographic Explorers Festival and making these 
unforgettable moments possible.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  E X P L O R E R S  F E S T I VA L 

In April 2023, the National Geographic Society hosted its annual 
International Explorers Festival in London. The festival brought 
together over 350 National Geographic Explorers from Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa to share knowledge, deepen global 
partnerships and highlight the Society’s programmatic priorities. 

The event, also supported by our partner Rolex, lasted four 
days and included networking opportunities, speaker talks 
spotlighting Explorers and their work, and workshops focused on 
community building and the power of storytelling. Explorers also 
took part in an “Evening of Exploration” where they reminded 
the audience of the transformational power of storytelling to 
create positive change for our planet. 

•	 Explorer at Large Sylvia Earle and Explorer Giovanni Chimienti 
illuminated the stage as they discussed ocean exploration 
and protection. 

•	 Explorer at Large Louise Leakey transported the audience to 
archaeological excavations as Explorer Keneiloe Molopyane 
talked about their paleoanthropological findings, mentorship 
and the evolution of the field. 

•	 Explorer Paula Kahumbu and “Secrets of the Elephants’’ 
director and cinematographer Toby Strong shared 
never-before-seen videos of miraculous moments with 
Africa’s critically endangered elephants, inspiring us to 
expand the protection of this keystone species.

From left: An Andean bear 
wearing an attached crittercam 
in the tropical Andes.  Explorer 
and astrodynamicist Moribah 
Jah makes a case for space 
environmentalism at the 2023 
National Geographic Explorers 
Festival. Explorer and educator 
Serena McCalla speaks about 
breaking boundaries at the 
2023 Explorers Festival.  
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Traveling Exhibitions
In February 2023, the National Geographic 
Museum temporarily closed its doors to the public 
as part of our plans to reimagine our Base Camp 
experience. As the National Geographic Society 
steps into a new era of exploration and transforms 
its public space, our traveling exhibitions brought 
the work of the Society’s world-class National 
Geographic Explorers to audiences around the 
world. Twenty-one unique exhibitions traveled 
across 21 countries and 81 cities, welcoming 
6.3 million visitors. Proceeds from the Society 
traveling exhibitions provide critical support for 
mission programs and Explorer-led projects. 

B E C O M I N G  J A N E 

The latest launch of the three-time award-winning 
exhibition “Becoming Jane: The Evolution of Dr. 
Jane Goodall” opened in December 2023 at the 
beautiful Natural History Museum of Utah in Salt 
Lake City. It was a lovely evening with more than 
300 visitors in attendance, including Gilbert M. 
Grosvenor, former president and chairman of the 
National Geographic Society, and his daughter, 
former Society Trustee Lexi Grosvenor Eller. This 
interactive, transportive, multimedia exhibition 
was developed through a successful multiyear 
collaboration with the Jane Goodall Institute and 
celebrates Dr. Goodall’s extraordinary life and work.

C O L O R S  O F  T H E  W O R L D

As part of a multiyear collaboration between 
National Geographic and “la Caixa” Foundation, 
the traveling exhibition “Colors of the 
World” began touring in 2023. Opening at 
CosmoCaixa in Barcelona, the exhibition 
leads visitors on a breathtaking visual journey 
through a rainbow of stunning photographs. 
Each year, the exhibition travels to roughly 
15 cities across Spain and Portugal as part of 
“la Caixa” Foundation’s “Art in the Streets” 
initiative, which brings educational and cultural 
experiences within reach of new audiences. 

P R I S T I N E  S E A S :  
B R I N G I N G  T H E  O C E A N  B A C K

In 2023, the National Geographic Society 
launched the first international tour of 
“Pristine Seas: Bringing the Ocean Back” 
at Museon-Omniversum in The Hague, 
Netherlands. The engaging marine con-
servation-focused exhibition has seen 
tremendous success in international venues 
— in addition to ​​the Museon-Omniversum, it 
has traveled to multiple venues including the 
IMPAC5 conference in Vancouver, Canada; 
the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto, 
Canada; and The National Aquarium of 
Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates.

National Geographic Live
In June 2023, management of the popular 
National Geographic Live event series returned 
to the National Geographic Society from our 
partners at Disney. Using the power of immersive 
storytelling, National Geographic Live events 
amplify the critical work of National Geographic 
Explorers illuminating and protecting the 
wonder of our world. From June to December 
2023, the Society presented 21 live performances 
in two countries, seven U.S. states and 11 
cities, reaching more than 17,000 attendees. 
Performances have elevated the work of 
Explorers like Jasper Doest, an award-winning 
photographer who creates visual stories that 
investigate the relationship between humans 
and nature; Andrés Ruzo, a geothermal scientist 
whose work reveals how volcanic activity has 
shaped civilizations across the globe; and Jess 
Cramp, a shark researcher searching the waters 
of the South Pacific for elusive shark breeding 
grounds and working with coastal communities 
on sustainable marine management.

Learn more about National Geographic 
Live and search for upcoming events 
near you at natgeo.org/natgeolive.
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Opposite page, from left: A visitor examines replica casts 
of a human and a chimpanzee skull at the “Becoming 
Jane” exhibit at Society headquarters in Washington, 

D.C., USA. A parrot fish photographed on a National 
Geographic Pristine Seas expedition to the Federated 

States of Micronesia. Explorer and paleontologist Lindsay 
Zanno speaks at a National Geographic Live event at the 

Lincoln Theater in Washington, D.C. This page: National 
Geographic photographer Paul Nicklen speaks to the 

audience at a National Geographic Live event.
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Artist’s rendering of the exterior front courtyard 
of the renovated National Geographic Society 
headquarters, opening in 2026.

Rolex is deeply committed to 
enabling exploration as a means 
to preserving the natural world 
and inspiring future generations to 
protect Earth and all its wonders. 
As a long-time partner, we’ve seen 
firsthand how critical the Society’s 
global headquarters have been 
as a collaboration hub, convening 
place, and idea incubator. By 
investing in Base Camp, we will 
help preserve that rich legacy of 
knowledge sharing and storytelling 
for generations to come.

A R N A U D  B O E T S C H

Director of Communication & Image 

Rolex
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Base Camp: Home of the Explorer
As we look to the future of the National Geographic Society, we are 
taking steps to expand our global impact with a reimagining of Base 
Camp. The most significant expansion in our history will transform our 
headquarters into a dynamic hub for collaboration and a powerful platform 
to amplify our Explorers’ work. At its core, Base Camp is and will always 
be the Home of the Explorer — a place for changemakers to return from 
the field, share what they have learned, and connect with each other 
and the wider public. Our new campus will supercharge their ability to 
create meaningful impact and build a stronger Explorer community.

Our new, sustainably built headquarters will also be a state-of-the-art 
destination for learning and engagement — welcoming the public to 
connect with our Explorers and ignite their own spirit of exploration. 
In 2026, the revitalized campus will open its doors to everything 
National Geographic has to offer, including selections from our 
legendary archives, to cutting-edge exhibitions that showcase 
Explorer research, iconic photography and world-famous artifacts. A 
new education center will spark curiosity in the next generation. Base 
Camp will be a global convening space for changemakers of our time, 
attracting and engaging people of all backgrounds, ages and abilities 
to rally around our mission and take action to protect our world.

In 2023 the Society secured the largest gift in National Geographic’s 
history from our longtime partner, Rolex, to support this project. Significant 
progress was also made on the construction site. As of March 2024, the 
project is 25% complete, and the team has erected 560 tons of structural 
steel. As part of our commitment to sustainability, the team removed 3,900 
tons of demolition debris and diverted 95% of these materials, ensuring 
that the majority does not end up in landfills. The reimagined campus 
and the next chapter of global impact are beginning to take shape.

With the help of our donors and partners, the Society is 
committed to building a brighter future for the planet and its 
people. Base Camp will be the convening space where scientists, 
experts, policymakers and leaders from around the world will come 
together with the public to find solutions to the challenges we face 
and ensure the diversity of life on Earth continues to thrive.

We are grateful to our  
Base Camp Founding Donors:

Rolex

Jean and Steve Case

Brendan and Helen Bechtel

Jack and Laura Dangermond

Inna and Mark Moore

Katherine and David Bradley

Panasonic Connect

Nancy E. Pfund and Phillip L. Polakoff

The Roski Family

*as of December 31, 2023

Let’s Build It Together
To learn more about Base Camp 
or to support the project, please 
contact Kara Ramirez Mullins, 
the Society’s chief advancement 
officer, at kmullins@ngs.org or 
visit natgeo.org/basecamp.
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P H I L A N T H R O P Y
When we come together as a National Geographic 
community, the impact is extraordinary. For the third year 
in a row, the National Geographic Society had the largest 
fundraising year in our history — thanks to the leadership 
and generosity of donors like you. In 2023, our supporters 
accelerated our National Geographic Explorers’ impact 
with $122.8 million in new commitments — including 
the largest single gift in the history of the Society.

These remarkable and consistent results demonstrate the 
Society’s strong position as we look to the next chapter in 
our story. Our mission to illuminate and protect is a powerful 
call to action, and we are united in a shared purpose with 
thousands of passionate people like you, around the world.

Your support drives our expanded reach and catalyzes 
positive change. You stand alongside our Explorers, 
calling attention to the world’s most urgent problems and 
pushing the boundaries of science and technology to find 
their solutions. Thank you for helping build the path to 
a better future and inspiring others to do the same.

T H E  P O W E R  O F

This page: A spiraling school of jacks at Heron Island in 
Australia’s southern Great Barrier Reef. Opposite page: 

An archival photo shows the wetlands of the Paraná Delta 
region in Argentina before a historic drought caused by 

climate change devastated the ecosystem.

70



2 0 2 3  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

$122.8M
raised through donor 
contributions

$100K+
81 gifts of $100K+ helped 
advance our important work

100% 
Philanthropic participation by 
the Society’s Board of Trustees 
and senior leadership team 

$1M+
16 gifts of $1M+ provided vital 
resources to support Explorers

$404
The average gift amount 
donated to the Society

112K+
donors and partners 
supported the Society’s 
Explorers and mission work

Our global community of 
supporters is our greatest 
strength. Thanks to thoughtful 
and generous people like you, 
2023 was another record-breaking 
fundraising year for the National 
Geographic Society — including 
the largest philanthropic gift 
ever in support of our reimagined 
Base Camp. We are tremendously 
grateful for your generosity 
and commitment to our shared 
values. With your help, we will 
build momentum for increased 
impact and empower our 
Explorers to drive lasting, positive 
change around the globe.

K A R A  R A M I R E Z  M U L L I N S

Chief Advancement Officer 
National Geographic Society
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N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  S O C I E T Y  S U P P O R T E R S
We are deeply grateful for the support of the generous individuals, families, corporations, foundations and agencies that are helping advance our mission to 
illuminate and protect the wonder of our world. This list reflects new commitments and cash gifts of $1,000 or more received between January 1 and December 31, 2023.

Recognizing the important 
role that nature has for 
healthy societies, resilient 
economies and thriving 
businesses, Walmart and 
the Walmart Foundation 
set a goal to help protect, 
manage or restore at least 
50 million acres of land 
and 1 million square miles 
of oceans by 2030. One 
of the ways the Walmart 
Foundation contributes 
toward this ambitious 
goal is by supporting 
high-impact initiatives 
like National Geographic’s 
Pristine Seas program. 
We are encouraged 
by their scientific and 
economic research and 
the focus on working 
with local communities 
and governments to 
help establish a new 
marine protected area 
in the Marshall Islands.

J U L I E  G E H R K I

VP and Chief Operating Officer 
Walmart Foundation
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Mr. and Mrs. Monty Patch
Ms. Susan J. Patrick
Wesley Patterson and  

Linda Pritchard Patterson
Conya Pembroke
Ms. Marilyn L. Phillips
Pian Silverman Family Foundation
Koppada Premraj *
Ms. Bernadette S. Prue
Margaret V. Ranes
Mrs. Ritta G. Rosenberg
Ms. Tara Rudman
Fred and Genny Ryan
Mrs. Kristin Samson
Whitney Savignano
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Selis
Dr. and Mrs. Rajiv Shah
R. Emery and Mary Lee Smiser
Krystyna Iris Speer
Daniel C. Spitzer
Charles Stamm
Mark G. Stephens
Taffy J. Stern
Barry S. Strauch M.D. and 

Evelyn M. Strauch
Mr. and Mrs. Keith W. Swaby
Ms. Louise Tolle
Mr. James Turek and Ms. Hope Giles
Mr. Austin J. Waldron
Christy Walton
Mrs. Margaret Weigle and 

Mr. Greg Pflum
Mr. Robert J. Weissman
Claude Wetzel and Lorna Marshall
Ms. Debra L. Williamson
Mr. Billy A. Winkelmann
Mr. John Winthrop
Ms. Doris A. Wunsch
Ms. Geri Yaccino and 

Ms. Anne Lorenz
Ms. Susan H. Young
Ms. Lisa C. Zolle

$2,500 -$4,999
Anonymous (7)
Mary Beth Allen
Mr. Frederick S. Andreae
Mr. Peter Andrews
Ms. Elizabeth Asch
Jack Bahm *
Ms. Carol Baker
Kurtis Bales
Mr. Bob Banasik
Ms. Lisa A. Bartlett
Ms. Patricia Barz and  

Dr. Herbert P. Wiedemann
Ms. Lisa Baumgartner
Tyler and Phyllis Bennett
Allison L. Bergstrom
Drs. Ajita and Atul L. Bhat
Elizabeth H. Bluml and 

Joe S. Devinny
Mr. Ron K. Boaz
Marica Boehm *
Franta J. Broulik
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Brown
Ms. Linda S. Burrows
Mr. James Butler
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Carey
Ms. Susan H. Carlson
Mr. Steven R. Carver
Mr. Johnathon D. Chapman and 

Ms. Charlotte M. Cutler
Christine Chasteen
Mr. Arthur B. Choate
Mr. Jerome J. Claeys
Dr. John M. Cohen * and 

Mrs. Bette L. Cohen
Mr. Tim T. Combs
Mr. Jeffrey B. Comitalo and 

Ms. Valerie Hendrzak
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Cook
Ms. Wendy L. Coyle
Dr. Jaleh Daie
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Dale
Charles Richard D’Amato and 

Mrs. Dorothy Walsh D’Amato
Ms. Marjorie Davis

Mr. Charles Delmar
Dr. Jason Denbo
Ashish Deokule
Brad Dobski
Mr. John S. Dodgshon
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy H. Dole
Mr. Douglas Durst
Mr. Charles F. Eberle
Randall D. Eliason and Cherie Kiser
Mr. Richard L. Epstein
Dr. John Erikson and  

Mrs. Annabell Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Erickson
Mr. Jon Erler
Helen T. Farr *
Mrs. Pamela W. Fingleton and 

Mr. Anthony J. Fingleton
Carly Fink
Ms. Nancy M. Fischer
Mr. Stephen M. Fisher and 

Ms. Lucia M. Berte
Mr. James Follett
Mr. Henry D. Frechter
Ms. Jeanna French
Garland & Brenda Reiter 

Family Foundations
Ms. Wanda Garland
Mr. Alan M. Gast
Mr. Walter J. Gates and  

Dr. Kathleen P. Gates
Richard Geongi
Dr. and Mrs. Paul A. Gitman
Ms. Janice Gonsalves
Mr. and Mrs. Marshallah Goodarzi
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Graff
Ms. Juliet Green
Mrs. Monique Groenhuysen
Kathleen and Harvey Guion
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Hafker
Mr. Thomas Hansch
Dr. Herbert A. Hartman, Jr.
Ms. Laurie A. Hawkes
Ms. June E. Heilman
Ms. Kimberlee S. Herold
Gary M. Heymann *
Ms. Nancy High
Ms. Clare Hirn
Jim and Mary Hirshfield
David and Dianne Hoaglin
Ms. Genevieve Hogan
Ms. Constance M. Hoguet
Ms. Ruth Lynn Hooper
Mr. Peter J. Houghton
Mr. Nan Hsuan Hsu
Mr. and Mrs. Hsingmai R. Huang
Ms. Carol Jacobson
Dr. Lene A. Jensen
Mrs. Helle H. Jorgensen
Steven and Bonnie Katz
Dr. Carol A. Kauffman
Ms. Barbara J. Kelley
Mr. Thomas S. Kenan III
Ann Clare and Armin Kessler
Ms. Donna N. Kimmel
Mrs. Melissa Klausler
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Knodel
Mr. Ralph Koldinger
Ms. Nancy K. Koos and  

Mr. John W. Blakely
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy L. Krasner
Mr. and Mrs. Val Kudryk
Mr. George S. Kush and  

Mrs. Margaret P. Snowdon
Ms. Debra K. Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lavallen
Mrs. Georgiana S. Laverty
Ms. Nancy Ledeboer
Ms. Susan Levy Haskell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lewis
Ms. Emily Lin
Barry and Marie Lipman
Mr. Evan Lipsitz
Marta and Jeff Liroff
Dr. and Mrs. Jeff J. Litow
Roberta and Leslie Lupert
Ruth and Roger MacFarlane
Miss Crystal MacNeill

Lowell A. Martin
Kathleen L. McCarthy
Mr. Timothy W. McCormick 

and Mr. Jeff Brizzi
Ms. Kelley McIntosh
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. McIntyre
Mrs. and Mr. Una J. McKeen
Ms. Sara J. McKenzie
Mrs. Mary G. McLeod
Ms. Georgianne C. Meade
Mr. Gary V. Meinert
Dr. Hooman M. Melamed
Mr. and Mrs. Dale O. Meland
Mr. Richard Menzel
J. Mills Miracle
Dr. Ernest Mistr
Mr. Allen Model
The Monaghan Foundation
Ms. Lee Morava
Mr. Michael Moretti
Mr. James L. Munoz
Drs. Arnold and Rosemary Nelson
Dr. Dao Nguyen
Dr. Patricia L. Novak
Mr. Robert Oaks
Mrs. Karen M. Olsen
Douglas and Terri Pasquale
Dr. Claudia E. Pearce
Margot Perot
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Pierce
Mr. Jules L. Plangere
Ms. Susan Pond
Larry and Donna Purcey
Mr. Daniel E. Ralph
Mr. Mike S. Rankin
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Renwick
Drs. Dennis C. and Marie L. Richman
Ms. Melinda Richmond
Ms. Beatrice M. Riner
Sarah Ringer
Ms. Beth Robb and  

Mr. Paul L. Da Silva
Mr. George W. Rodormer *
Eric Rongey
Drs. Steven and Maren Ross
Ms. Patti M. Rottmund
Mr. and Mrs. Stanton J. Rowe
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Rust, Jr.
Mrs. Beatrice Santo Domingo
Patricia J. Sawvel
Nancy G. Schaub
Mr. Joel Schneider
Ms. Maura S. Schumacher
Mr. John H. Schwab
Mr. Zachary Shafran
Ms. Mary T. Sheehan
Mr. John A. Shields
Ms. Carol F. Sjolund
Mr. Jeffrey Smith
Lloyd W. Sorenson
Mr. Jason Southern
Mr. and Mrs. John Spain
Mr. Mark E. Speese
Karen and Steven Sperber
Bill and Diane Steen
Ms. Sandra L. Sully
Lan Takahashi
Ms. Margaretta Taylor
Mr. Otto T. Thomas
Mr. John Tobiasz-Kruszewski
Ms. Anne Tolle Pepper
Mr. Michael A. Toolis and 

Ms. Theresa E. Mintle
Mrs. Alix Toothman
Ms. Sandra Urie and  

Mr. Frank Herron
Mr. Thomas W. Urquhart
Mrs. Mary Vitou
Joyce M. Wellman
Mr. Scott R. Wells
Anthony and Diane Williams
Mr. Brian R. Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Wilson
Mr. Ray Wirta
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Woodard
Lindsay Wray
Peta Jean Wyllie
Ms. Chia Y. Yang

$1,000 -$2,499
Anonymous (37)
The Honorable Joan Abrahamson 

and Dr. Jonathan D. Aronson
Mr. and Mrs. David Actor
Mr. Anthony W. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Adams
Mr. Stephen S. Adams
Elizabeth Agoina
Dr. Francisco G. Aguilar and 

Mrs. Elizabeth J. Ross
Juergen Ahaus
Mrs. Janice Ainsworth
Mr. Kiminari Akiyama
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Albern
Ms. Karla M. Albright and  

Mr. Christopher W. Burkhart
Mr. Ausberto Alejandro-Benitez
Mr. Lawrence Alldredge and 

Mrs. Dawn Moore
Mr. Leamond Allen
Mrs. Suzanne M. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Allison
Mr. Sanford R. Alper
Mr. and Mrs. William Alread
Mr. Richard Amache
Susan D. Ancell
Mr. Harlan U. Anderson
Mr. J. D. Anderson
Lynn Anderson
Ms. Muriel I. Anderson
Dr. Richard Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Mr. Timothy Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy D. Anderson
Jane E. Andrew
Theresa W. Andrews
Ms. Lori E. Andrus and 

Mr. Stephen Croft
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Aoki
Mr. and Mrs. Noel H. Applebaum
Dr. Marjorie A. Ariano
Ms. Helen Jean Arthur
Mary K. Arthur
Arun Arumugaswamy
Ann G. Ash
Dr. Harry J. Ashenhurst and 

Mrs. Daniele Y. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Fred B. Astor
Mr. Neil A. Atkinson
Ms. Janis Augustin
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Aukamp
Mr. Charles R. Austin
Dr. Erle and Scott Austin
Ms. Gail B. Austin
Mr. Michael C. Avenali
David Ayer
Walter E. Badenhausen
Lois Bahle
Pamela Baird
Judy Baker
Laurie Baker
Mr. Sanford M. Baklor and 

Arlene I. Kaufman *
Mr. David Baldwin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Baldwin
Ms. Robin H. Balsam
Mr. A. F. Banfield
Mr. Samuel J. Banks
Ms. Fang Bao
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Barbour
Mervyn Barenie
Steven and Carmen Bariletto
Mr. Ari Barkan
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Barnes
Mrs. Charles J. Barnett
Mr. Ronald Barnhart
Gennie Barr
Mr. and Mrs. Ford H. Barrett
Ms. Mary Barrett
Jeff and Erika Barrom
Ms. Bridget Barron
Mrs. Susan T. Bart and  

Mr. Peter M. Blonsky
Mr. Robert Bartholomew
Jason Bartos
Mr. Laurence W. Bates

Mary Bauer
Ms. Ilene R. Baylinson
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Bear
Ms. Stephanie Bear
Mrs. Debbora L. Beattie
Mr. and Mrs. Charles V. Becht IV
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Beck
Mr. and Mrs. John Beckey
Mr. William H. Beckley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bedingfield
Dr. and Dr. Robert H. Beekman
Ms. Leslie E. Beemer
Tim Bekkedehl
Carolyn S. Bell
Kathleen Bell
Martha Belyea
Louann R. Benbow
Ms. Winifred Benchley
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur I. Bender
Debbie Benner
Patricia Benner and Tony Howell
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Bennett
Mr. Larry G. Bennett
Barbara Benson
Robin Benson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Benziger
Jack A. and Nancy Anne 

M. Berdasco
Mr. and Mrs. Ira Berger
William Bernardo
Aaron Berner
Bailey C. Bernhardt
Bill Bernheim
Fonda Berosini
Mr. James A. Bertram and 

Mrs. Bonnie L. Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Berzin
Julie T. Besser
Ms. Carol E. Best
Ms. Janine Bethea
David Betts
Brian Beverley
Ms. Vartika Bhandari
David Bianchi
Susan and Frederick Bianucci
Ms. Annette Bicher and 

Mr. Ken Nechin
Diane Bielinski
Mr. Blake A. Biles and  

Dr. Laura L. Sessums
Dr. and Dr. David A. Billmire
David P. Bippus
Mr. Richard Birnbach
Norbert Bischofberger
Ms. Jacquelyn S. Bishop
Ms. Caroline V. Bissell
Margaret Black
Dr. and Mrs. Paul K. Black
Robert E. Black
Brian Blackman
Mr. Mark W. Blackman
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Blackwood
Carol Blacutt-Underwwood
Ms. Margaret Blair
Mary L. Blake
Clifford Blaugrund
Mr. Sy Blechman
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis C. Blynn
Daniel E. Bockstedt *
Mr. Murray G. Bodine
Ms. Amy J. Boebel
Mr. and Mrs. William Bohnett
Ms. Audrey Bojack
Mr. Geoffrey Bond
Mr. Richard A. Bonin
Mr. Stephen Borghi and  

Dr. Nancy A. DiMartino
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Borland
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Borner
Ms. M. M. Boshart
Ms. Leslie F. Boswell
William Boswell
Mrs. Sharon Botwinik and 

Mr. Marc Bacharach
Dr. Megan Boulette
Mrs. Jennifer Bourque
Miss Heather K. Bowden
Mrs. Anne H. Bowen

Mr. Richard D. Bower
Marion K. Bowler
Ms. Linda G. Boyd
John W. Boyle
Jimmy C. Bradshaw
Mr. Greg N. Brand
Mr. Jan Brandl
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund A. Brandt
Robert Brant
Lynn Bratney
The Brause Family
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan P. Bray
Benjamin Breitbart
Alan Brennecke
The Bretscher Family Foundation
Ms. Lynn H. Brevard
Dr. Mary B. Brian
Ms. Elaine A. Bridges
Ron and Susan Briggs
Mr. Ralph Britton
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph J. Broden
Courtney Brooks
James Brooks
The Honorable Charles N. Brower
Mrs. Bettina R. Brown
Ms. Bonnie Brown and  

Mr. Paul B. Tueotte
Crystal Brown
Ms. Diane K. Brown
Hamilton B. Brown
Ms. Kristin Brown
Ms. Nancy C. Brown
Ms. Polly Brown
Ms. Carol A. Browning
Clare Brownlee
Mr. and Mrs. David Brumbaugh
Mrs. Dovie L. Bryant and 

Mr. William R. Bowen
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Buback
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Buehler
Ms. Lucy M. Bugea
Mr. and Mrs. Steve H. Burch
Penny A. and Randall D. Burdge
Susan Burghart
Mr. James C. Burks and 

Dr. Bette J. Pappas
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Burns
Ms. Linda Burns
Michael L. Burton
Mr. Charles Busa
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Bush
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin Butler
Peggy Butner
Kyle Byard
Ms. Barbara Byars
Alice Byers
Mrs. Beverly Bystricky
Ms. Teena Cadwell
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory L. Cagle
Beth A. Caldwell
Ms. Susan Call
Joseph W. Callahan
Mrs. and Mr. Arleen Cambria
Douglas Cameron
Ms. Kenzie A. Cameron and 

Mr. Steven P. Dickerson
Douglas W. Camp
Ruth E. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Canney
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Canning
Leslie Canter
Ms. Priscilla A. Capelle-Haehn 

and Mr. William W. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold N. Caplan
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Caraffa
Jill Carbone
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Cardon
Ms. Jennifer Cardy
Mrs. Barbara Carlson
Trent P. Carlson
Ms. Merryl Carlsson
Daniel Carmichael
Tomi Carroll
Nadine F. Case
Carol Casprowitz
Millie Cassidy
Matthew Cates
Charles Cavanaugh Toft

Ms. Elizabeth Celio
Mr. and Mrs. John K. Chalmers
A. Mayrianne Champagne
Audrey Chan
Lynda K. Chandler
Chang Family Trust
Ms. Emily Chang
Rhonda L. Chapin
Kimberly A. Chapman
Mrs. Leslie Chapman
Mr. Desikan T. Chari
Mrs. Ping Chen
Ms. Jennifer R. Cherniss and 

Mr. David A. Simon
Dr. James D. Cherry
Ms. and Dr. Caroline Chicoine
Ms. Sarah Chiu
Caroline Choi
John and Amy Cholnoky
Chase Chong Zen
Mr. Gagan Chopra
Rajat Chopra
Leah Chrest
Ms. Amy E. Christen
Alan M. Christenfeld
Mr. K. I. Christman
Dr. Elise M. Christopher and 

Mr. Scott Cochran
Mr. Kevin S. Christopher 

and Ms. Yiting C. Jin
Mr. Richard Churchill
Mike Chute
Ms. Joanne Cirocco
Mr. and Mrs. Drew W. Claes
Mr. and Mrs. Claire
Deborah Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Kelly M. Clark
Lili Clark
Ms. Melissa J. Clark
Mr. Werner M. Clark
Thomas C. Clarke
Dennis A. Clements
Mr. and Mrs. Monte J. Cline
Mr. Holt Cloud
Mr. Tom M. Coates
Mr. and Mrs. Ty Cobb
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Coffey
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Cofrin
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy F. Cohane
Mr. James M. Cohen
Ms. Yvonne S. Cohen
Pamela Cole
Beth Coleman
Dr. Jane L. Coleman
Ms. Marcia Coleman
Nancy A. Colflesh
Susan J. Coller
Joseph A. Como
Dr. and Mrs. John G. Compton
Mr. Cristobal Conde and 

Ms. Kamaryn Conde
Dr. and Mrs. Cass C. Conitz
Mr. William L. Conley
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Conover
Tracy Conrad
Dr. Linda Cooley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Coonan
Mrs. Elizabeth Cooper and 

Mr. Andrew J. Seigel
Mr. Lawrence R. Cooper and 

Mrs. Lesley Matthews
Patricia Cooper
Lammat Copeland
Coral Gables Community 

Foundation
Ms. Kathleen Corneil
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Cornell
Mr. Enrique Cortes
Ms. Mary Costanza
Christiane Costello
Susan T. Cote
Dr. Helen M. Couclelis
Ms. C.M. Coulourides
George B. Courtney
Mr. Andre Couture
Mr. and Mrs. Steven S. Cowell
Mr. James Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Cox
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Charles Craig
Lynn Crain
Ms. Suzanne C. Crandall
Ms. Susan M. Craw
Douglas J. Creedon
Matthew Crommett
Mr. Robert F. Crosby
Michael J. and Barbara B. Cross
Gregory Crouch
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Crouch
Mr. Will R. Crowthers
John P. Csik
Melanie Cuellar
Cindy Culpepper
Glen Cunninghan
Walter Daehler
Mr. David Dahl
Leslie Dahline
Mr. Michael Dailey
Mr. Mark F. Dalton
Ms. Linda Dameron
Mr. Robert P. D’Amico
Ms. Joan Damson
Ms. Curran Dandurand
Lawrence Dandurand
Ms. Jane Daniels
Nancy Daniels
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Danila
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Dapp
John & Debra Darrah
Dr. Susmita Das Gupta and 

Mr. Pritthijit Kundu
Mr. and Mrs. Mike A. Daubner
Jonathan David
Stephen Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Davis
Ms. Glorianne M. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. and Mrs. James H. Davis
Ms. Janet Davis
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Davis
John and Terrie Davis Family Fund
Dr. Paul J. Davis
Sandra And Lynn Davis
Mr. William L. Davis
Dr. Daniel M. Dawley
Mr. William J. Dawson
Mr. Edward N. Dayton
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre H. De Smul
Marcelo De Souza
Mr. Gordon L. Deane
Mr. Douglas A. Decamp
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory C. Decker
Elizabeth Dee
Mr. Jonathan N. Dee and  

Mrs. Margaret H. Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd R. Delamas
Ms. Lina Delgado
Ms. Mara Dell
Robert L. Demuth
Dr. Marshall Denkinger
Albert H. Densmore
Robby and Kathy Denton
Cristin Denzer
Michael Depalma
Ms. Florence DeRose
Mr. William E. Derrenbacher
Mrs. Carol T. des Cognets
Paula S. Deutsch
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Devan
Ms. Caroline M. Devine
Dr. Donald E. Dickerson
Hisae Dickey
Ms. Anne Dickinson
Megan Diehl
Dale E. Dierberg
Ms. Kathleen B. Digre and 

Mr. Michael Varner
Brian Divelbiss
Dr. and Mrs. Richard S. Dlott
Mr. Steve Dobberowsky and 

Mr. Doug Armstrong
Mrs. Steffanie Dobrich
Mr. William J. Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. John Donaghy
Ms. Judith A. Donaghy
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Donaldson
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Dorn

Ms. Ann W. Douden
Mr. Rod Dougan
Julie Douglas
Mr. and Mrs. Harold M. Draper
Dr. and Mrs. Gary A. Drascher
Ms. Cheryl B. Dreiling
Dave and Pat Drew
Christine Du
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Duemling
Elizabeth Hubbard Duewer
Kara Duffy
Beth Dukatz
Mr. Andrew L. Dul
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Dunbar
Randall Dunham and 

Susanne Dunham
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Dunham
Louis J. Dupont
Martin B. Duursma
Mr. William A. Dvorak
The Dyann and Peter 

Wirth Science Fund
John Earle
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Ebinger
Ms. Corinne C. Economaki
Albert H. Eid
Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Laura Ekholm
Lillian Elam
Larraine Elcock
Ms. D. Elghanayan
Emily Elliott
Mr. Michael Ellis
Mr. Eric Enders
Julie and Robert England
John English
Caleb Enjati
Mr. Gregory Erickson
Peter Esherick
Mr. John Evans
Joanne and Bill Evers
Rosalind Ewalt
Mr. Leo E. Faddis
Joyce Fair
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Falk
Mr. Fred C. Falkner
Sandra Falloon
Mrs. Alice Faringer
Dr. Aaron Farmer
Harlow Farmer
Dr. David J. Farrar
Mr. David Fastenberg
Evelyn Fearon
Bruce and Mary Feay
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford M. Fegan
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Feinberg
The Feinbloom Family
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Feinstein
Edward Fernberger
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Ferrari
Corey Ferrell
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce F. Fest
Mr. David M. Fiedler
Mr. Frederic J. Figge
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas C. Finch
Mr. David Finlay and  

Mrs. Leslie A. Couch
Mr. George A. Finley
Mr. and Mrs. Warren R. Fish
Timothy Fisher
Mrs. Linda Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Fitzpatrick
Ms. Nancy Fitzsimons
Craig Fleming
Dr. Janice Floyd
Dr. Dale R. K. and Mr. John C. Fluke
Mr. Robert Flynn
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Folsom
Melanie Fontaine
Richard B. Fontaine
Mr. Miles Forman
Mr. Bruce Fortune
Mr. and Mrs. Robin M. Foss
Petria and Scott Fossel
Ms. Gene G. Foster
Ms. Jacqualyn Fouse
Mr. Michael Foust
Debra Fouts

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin D. Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. Wyman Fowler
Miss Eva Franqui
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Franz
Kip and Mary Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Friedlander
Ms. Diana Friedman
Ms. Irene H. Frieze
Marcelo Frontini
Paul S. Fujii
James Fuller
Mr. Luca Fumagalli
Christine Furry
Mr. Laurens Gaarenstroom
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Gade
J. Patrick and Anne M. Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Gallagher
Brenda Gallie
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Gallivan
Ms. Kerry A. Galvin
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Gamel
Darshit Gandhi
David W. Gannon
Ms. Slyvia M. Gardea
Beth Gardiner
James P. Garland
Mr. Newton C. Garland
Mr. Steve M. Garran
Mrs. Janice M. Gaudioso
Ms. Jeanne B. Geisel-Sorrell
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Geller
Ms. Claudia Gelzer
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Genderson
Boyd Gentry
Laura Gentry
Rob Gerritsen
Mitchell Gersten
Ms. Vidya Gharpure
Mr. Charles Giancarlo
Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Gibbins
Mr. Martin Gibler
Mr. Thomas Gibson
Tim and Susan Gibson
Mr. Tilman Giese
Jeremy Gill
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Gilman
Ms. Kathleen Glass
Susan J. Glass
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Gleason
Melissa Glen
Ron Glover
Santo Godinich
James Godshalk
Mr. and Mrs. Rolf Goetze
John Goff
S.D. and Meenaxi S. Gokhale
Ben Goldberg
Mr. Webster L. Golden
Ms. Lourdes E. Gomez and  

Mr. Marcelino O. Miyares
Mrs. Ana I. Goni Boracco
Mr. Robert Gooderham
Mrs. Dianna B. Goodman
Teri Goodman
Dr. Charles Goodwin
Mr. Sam Gordon and  

Ms. Patty Gerstenblith
Lawrence and Jane Gould
Graber Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew W. Graham
Elizabeth A. Gramer
Temple Grandin
Pamela A. Grassi
Steven Gratz
Dr. and Mrs. Stewart M. Gray
Michael Green
Dr. and Mrs. James C. Greene
Dr. Kathryn L. Greene and 

Ms. Gabriela Otter
Laurel J. Greene
Mrs. Wendy Greeney
Arnold Greenland
Dr. Bentley and Mrs. Susan Gregg
Miss Keating Griffiss
Ms. Cheryl A. Griffiths
Dr. Elizabeth A. Grimm
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh R. Grinolds
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace R. Griswold

Barbara Grocki
Frederick W. Grote
Ms. Adele S. Grunberg
Mr. Charles K. Grund, Jr.
Mr. David L. Guadagnino and 

Ms. Mary A. Beauchamp
Mrs. Barbara Guild
Ms. Jane P. Guiliano
Ms. Linda G. Guinane
Wade Gulbransen
Mr. Jagdish Gupta
Kulbhushan Gupta
Ms. Paula Gural
Mr. Gary F. Guthery
Brent W. Gwaltney
Ms. Lynda Ha
Frederic Haaser
Mr. Max Hahto
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Haines
Mr. Edward R. Hall and 

Mrs. Merri E. Killius
Mark J. Hall
Michael Hall
Adrienne and Russell * Ham
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas F. 

Hamilton-Piercy
Jan C. Hammon
Jamie Hamrick
Riva Han
Pamela Hancock
Mrs. Lisa D. Hankes and  

Mr. Joshua P. Hankes
Ms. Deborah C. Hanks
Richard * and Jeanne Hannan
Bjorne J. Hansen
Mr. James Hansen
Mr. John R. Harbison
Mr. James G. Harding
Ms. Martin L. Hardsocg
Michael Hardy
Doug Hargrave
Dr. and Dr. Robert Haring-Smith
Richard Harkess
Dr. and Mrs. Alan D. Harley
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Harper
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton P. Harris
Dr. David M. Harris
Francine E. Harris
Jim R. Harris and Mary Ann Harris
Ms. Margaret Harris and Philip Straus
Samantha Harris
Bonnie Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. John Hart
Eddy Hartenstein
Larry A. Harvey
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Harvey
Mr. Christopher Harvie
Ms. Caroline S. Harwood
Mr. Frederic Harwood
Ms. Donna Hastings
Ms. Eileen Hastings
Jeffrey Hatfield
Brent W. Hathhorn
Wendy B. Hauser
Dave and Kathy Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hawley
Peter Hawthorne
Mr. Nathan Hayward
Mr. Stephen H. Hayward and 

Ms. Joan L. Mamelok
Ms. Cathy Healy
Mr. John Hedbring
Ms. Nancy Hedges
Dr. Jacquelyn A. Hedlund and 

Dr. Julien S. Murphy
Mark and Kathy Heerema
Mr. and Mrs. George Heeschen
Angela Heise
David W. Held
John G. Helms
Peter Henderson
Ms. Pam Hendricks
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Henkel
Mr. Donald Henley
Leann J. Hennig
Maria Hernandez
Ms. Mary Herr
Ms. Christina A. Herrick

Peter Herschend
Rich and Lisa Herzog
Mr. Robert D. Hevey
Leann Hewill
Joseph Heyison
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Hicks
Mr. Tarek A. Hijaz and  

Dr. Isis M. Duran Hijaz
Douglas Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsay A. Hill
Mr. and Dr. Jeff S. Hillman
Mrs. Hilton and Mr. Hilton
Dean M. Hindenlang
Gloria Hing
Ms. Cindy Hintz
Mr. David Ho
Mr. Richard Hoagland
Larry Hobson
Anne Stokes Hochberg
Ms. Elaine A. Hodgson
Jill and Gerben Hoeksma
Mr. William D. Hoffman
Ms. Betty A. Holland and  

Ms. Cindy L. MacDonald
Ms. Carol V. Holland
Ms. Cheryl R. Holland
Ms. Anne Holm
Mr. Kenneth D. Holm
Andrea L. Holmes
G. P. Holsenbeck
Mr. Harold J. Holshuh and 

Mrs. Susan Leverton
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Holt
Mr. Mark A. Holtzer
Robert Holzinger
Steven R. Hong
Mr. Edward A. Hoover
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Hooyman
Elizabeth K. Hopkins
Ms. Jane E. Hopkins and 

Mr. James Donnelly
Ms. Mary Ann Hopkins
James C. Horgan Charitable Trust
James and Rosemary Hormuth
Sara H. Horsman
Megan and Paul Horvath
Nikki Ho-Shing
Mr. John K. Hoskinson and 

Ms. Ana I. Fábregas
Ms. Rhonda Hospedales
Monika Houstoun
Ms. Jean G. Howard
Mr. Lincoln Howell
Ms. Jean Hoyer
Mrs. and Mr. Yun T. Hsieh
Mr. Ethan Huang
Gary Huang
Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard
Robert and William Hubbard
Mr. James B. Hudak and 

Mrs. Sharon Silvia
David Hudson
Mr. Kirk Hueftle
Mr. Henry Huey
Ms. Anne R. Hughes
Mrs. Liz Huldin
Caroline Hultberg
Mrs. Candance A. Humber
Mr. and Mrs. Francis P. Hunkins
John C. Hunnewell
Mr. Lee Hunold
Mrs. and Mr. Veronica Hunt
Ms. Anne Hunter
Tim and Maureen Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence V. Hurley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hurtubise
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin J. Huss
Ms. Joan M. Hutchins
Ken Huus
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Hybels
Mr. Elton Hyder
Mr. Roger G. Ibbotson
Richard K. Imes
Ms. Kristina Ishihara
Dr. and Dr. Andrew Israel
Issc Management Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Norm R. Ivie
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Jackel

Mr. Hunter Jackson and 
Dr. Lynne Kerr

Ms. Leslie Jackson
Valerie J. Jackson
Carl and Shay Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jacobson
Sandra Jacobson
Dr. Babak Jamasbi
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl K. James
Thomas A. and Mary S. 

James Foundation
Mr. Joel Janco
Mrs. Rosemary Jann and 

Mr. Charles S. Keeter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jarrett
John Jarve
Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Jean
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Jeffers
John Jeffries
John Jellinek
Ms. Anne F. Jennings
Mr. Andrew M. Jergens
Dr. Jack Jewell
Dwight and Pam Jewson
Ms. Aliya Jiwani
Ronald Johns
Johnson Charitable Trust
Collin Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Johnson
Elizabeth Johnson
Mr. James Johnson
Judy Johnson
Mr. Larry Charles Johnson and 

Ms. M. Elizabeth Rogers
Stephen and Janice Johnson
Dr. Jiri Jonas
Ms. Carol Jones
Mr. Dafydd Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jones
Mr. Scot Jones and Ms. Susan Smith
Stephen Jones
Mr. Thomas Jones
Mr. Thomas M. Jones
Mr. William P. Jones and 

Ms. Maria Staaf
Theodore Jordan
Ms. Mary Fran Joseph
Julie Ann Wrigley Foundation
Ms. Sarah Jurak
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Justice
Don Kagin
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Kaleda
Ms. Leah Kalinosky
Maarten Kalisvaart
Harold W. Kamins
Mr. Gerald W. Kamprath
Dr. Andrew C. H. Kao
Mr. Donald A. Kaplan and 

Dr. Evelyn M. Karson
John I. Kard
Dr. Shakira Karipineni
Geoffrey Karjala
Dr. and Mrs. Stewart S. Karlinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Karp
Takuji Kasamatsu
Mr. Mitchell H. Katz
Mr. and Mrs. Susan Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kazazian
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Kearton
Mr. Terry W. Keeler
J. M. Keen
Ms. Retha E. Keenan
Mr. William E. Keenan
Ms. Joni C. Kegelmeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Keith
Ms. Sharon A. Keith
Dr. Marilyn A. Keller
Ms. Audrey P. Kemp
Mr. Michael Kemp
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Kendig
Richard T. Kennedy and 

Heidi E. Morgan
Scott Kent
Drs. Stephen and Rachel Kent
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Kentner
Jennifer and Clifford Kenwood
Mrs. Golnar Keshmiri
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Kezur

Dr. and Mrs. Khan
Mr. Satish Khatu
Kristian Kibak and Dewey Erguder
Gerald W. Kicker
Janet Kilgore
Amy Kimball
Mark Kimble
Laura T. Kimmins
Ms. Julie A. Kinder
Mr. Seth Kingsbury
Ms. Cameron Kinloch
Ms. Nina M. Kinnunen and 

Mr. Shad M. Fanta
Ms. Deborah S. Kirby
Colonel and Mrs. Karl S. F. Kirchner
David S. Kirk
The Kirkpatrick Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kirkpatrick
John Kish
Lowell Kispert
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Kitaji
Mr. Eugene Klaasmeyer
Mr. Jeffrey G. Knauth
Gary E. Knell and Kim Larson
Peter Knepell
Miss Darcy Knight
Mr. and Mrs. Van W. Knox
Ms. Tina Knoy
Brad Koach
Karen Kocher
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Koffler
Mr. Rajiv Kohli
Mrs. Gustavo Kolmel
Diane Kooken
William Koontz
Lara Koppmann
Mr. Ruiming Kou
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Kowalik
Mr. Richard P. Kraft
Ms. Muriel Krakar
Ms. Jaquer Kress and  

Mr. Stephen H. Bassett
Neil Krohn
William Kronenberg III
Edward Krumwiede
Josephine Kuhl
Aliya Kuhn
Hermann Kunz
Dr. Feng-Yang Kuo
Mr. Robin Kuritzky
Robert Kvaas
Mr. Howard W. Kympton and 

Ms. Mariana V. Nork
Mr. and Mrs. James F. LaCalle
Mrs. Jane S. Lacy
Mr. William LaFayette
Susan Laime
Teri Landin
Dennis Landis
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Landis
Mrs. Marilyn Landrau
Mr. Frederic S. Lane
Nancy H. Langford
Mr. Willis T. Lansford
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip E. Lantz
Ms. Dinah W. Larsen
Catherine Larson
Drs. L. M. Lasichak and 

Nelson K. Lytle
Ray Laskey
Vivien Lau
Bruce and René Lauer
Mr. Charles Lauer
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel T. Laur
Mr. and Mrs. Kock-Yee Law
David and Rosalie Lawrence
Deborah Lawrence
Mr. Gary Lea
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. LeBlanc
Mr. and Mrs. Lesley R. Lederer
Mr. Richard J. Lee and  

Mrs. Susan T. Peters
Wendy D. Lee
R. S. Lefaver
Mr. and Mrs. Todd A. Leff
Mr. John M. Lefkowits
Dr. and Mrs. George D. Leidel
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge R. Leis
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Dr. and Mrs. Mark S. Lemel
Maud Lemercier
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
Michael P. Lerario
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lerwick
Cynthia Lesferd
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Leto
Dr. and Mrs. David G. Lewallen
Wyn Lewis-Bevan
Mr. and Mrs. Nicole Lewis-Oakes
Kenneth C. Lichtendahl
Ms. Dorothy Lichtenstein
Miss Ellison Liechty
Miss Lexie Lin
Robert Lindblad
Mr. Brett Lindros
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Lindsley
Mr. and Mrs. John I. Lipkowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon E. Lippert
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Littell
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Littell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Litterman
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Locher
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Loewenstein
Victor Loftiss
Andrew Long
Ms. Cornelia Long
Mr. James L. Longley
Luisa Longo
Tiffany Lopez-Winters
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Lopus
Ms. Elizabeth P. Lotspeich
Kenneth and Emily Loughran
The Honorable Jane Lubchenco, 

Ph.D. and Dr. Bruce A. Menge
Tom Luce
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Lukens
Mr. Christiaan Luneberg
Joanne Lyman
Ms. Jennifer Lynch
Mrs. Selena MacArthur
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas I. MacGregor
Ms. Marlene Mackenze
Alec and Marlene MacKenzie
Frank Mackey
Mr. and Mrs. Roderick J. MacLean
Jill Madden
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Madden
Dr. Dan and Karen Madia
Mr. Tony Magee
Dr. Ralph L. Magnusson
Ms. Jamie L. Maher
Sheldon W. Mains
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Majeski
Mrs. Susan Manglano
Dr. Christopher Manke and 

Mrs. Lesley J. Miller
Mrs. Katherine H. Mann
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Manuel
Mr. Paolo Maraziti
Ms. Diane M. Marcinek
Lynne Marks
James Marquard
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Marsh
Doug and Linda Marshall
Richard Marta
Mr. James H. Martin
Stuart Martin and Nina V. Weissberg
Antonio Martinez
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Martino
Ms. Susan Marumoto
James R. Matarazzo
Jane Mattson
Vicky J. Mattson
Gary Matus
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Maurer
Marc Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Maze
Mr. and Mrs. Fred McBee
Mr. and Mrs. David McBride
Margaret and John McBride
Michael McCafferty
Mr. Alex McCalla
Dr. and Mrs. Michael McCue
Mrs. Barbara R. McDonough
Mr. Ron McElcannon
Ms. Carla McFarland
Fred T. McGregor

Dr. Kathleen L. McGuire
Mr. Stephen McGuire
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. McGuirk
Capt. and Mrs. John C. 

McKinley, USN (Ret.)
Mr. Henry T. McKnight
Mr. and Mrs. Paul McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. David J. McLean
Susan McLean
Mr. Gerald W. McMackin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. McMahan
Ms. Catherine McMillan
Fara McMullen
Karen McMullen
Nancy V. McNeillie
Sandra and James McTernan
Kitty McVitty
Mr. Brad A. McWilliams
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Mead
Mr. Jerry L. Mechell
Mr. John Medina
and Mr. Betty Mellum
Mr. Mark C. Melvin
John Mendez
David Meoli
Mr. Alan Merchan
Ms. Cynthia A. Merritt
Mr. Larry L. Merritt
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight F. Messinger
Mr. and Mrs. Derek S. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt R. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Felix W. Mick
Mr. Stephen Middlebrook
Ms. Bette Midgarden
Ashley Miffitt
Gracy Mignatti
Mr. Alan Miles
Ms. Anuradha T. Milewski
Diane C. Miller
Mr. Gene Miller
Ian Miller and Robin Rissman
James N. Miller
Mr. Joe H. Miller
Stephen L. Miller
Teriann M. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Miller
Marshall Milligan
Mr. Earl Mills
Janice and Doug Minton
Ms. Sandra Mintz
Dr. Jeanne Miranda and 

Dr. Dorit Ben Ezer
Sharon and Adam Mirarchi
Laura and Kenneth Mitchell
Ruth H. Mitchell
Elyse Mittenthal
Mr. Roy M. Miyamoto
Birew Modi
Mr. Alexander G. Moen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mohn
Mr. and Mrs. Mohammed Moinuddin
Riaz and Lily Moledina
Mr. Lawrence A. Monaco
Ms. Peggy H. Montgomery
Marnie Montoya
Mrs. Suzanne M. Moody
Dr. Jose Mooney
Mr. Joe Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. Morell
Dr. Robert C. Morin and  

Ms. Priscilla Blackburn
Meredith Morrill
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey E. Morris
Dr. Karen Morris Fine
Chris Morrow
Ms. Lynn C. Moscinski
Ms. Sara J. Moss
Felinda Mottino and John Alexander
Mr. Richard Mounce
Mrs. Nancy B. Moyle
Mr. Tyson J. Mueller
Kara Ramirez Mullins 

and Sean Mullins
Richard Mulvihill-Decker
Anne Mundell
Ms. Nancy Munn
Dr. Sue Murahata

Thomas Muraoka
Brian Murphy and Kristin Murphy
John R. Murphy
Benjamin Muse
Mr. James Myers
Rosemarie Havranek and 

Nathan Myhrvold
Ms. Cynthia E. Naberhaus
Ms. Janet L. Nachlinger and 

Mr. Kendrick Taylor
Mr. Michael Nagata
Ms. Karin Nahmmacher
Mr. and Mrs. Bichop J. Nawrot
James Neill
Ms. Diane E. Neis
Ms. Sandra Nemeth
Tom Nemeth
Ms. Neville
Robert Newell
Christopher Ng and David Warren
Dr. Yew Kwang Ng
Yuina Ng
Mr. Nick Nguyen
Per G. Nielsen
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Niesen
Keri Noel
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Noll
Mrs. Melissa Norman
Ms. Ellen S. Nusblatt
Sharon O’Brien
Ms. Anne F. Odell
Susan E. Odessey
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. O’Hare
Mrs. Claudia OKeeffe
Mrs. Jennifer Okutake
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Olson
Dr. Diana O’Neal
Mr. Mark O’Neil
Mr. and Ms. Wade Oosterman
Ms. Kathleen B. Oot
Ms. Suzanne Oparil
Simon Orange
Ms. Llelanie Orcutt
The Oregon Community Foundation
Dorothy A. Oremus and 

John H. Lindauer
Mr. Thomas C. Origitano
David Orton
Mr. William Outlaw
Mr. Charles Owen
Aylin Ozgener Memorial Fund
Esen Ozgener
Mrs. Diane Pachetti
Jean E. Paddock
Brian Padgett
Travis Page
Ms. Marcia Pahr
Ramdas Pai
Rohan Palekar
Mr. Nicholas Paleologos
Bryce Panzer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pape
Ms. Carolyn Park
Mr. Kevin Parker
Lisa Parkinson
Dr. and Mrs. Greg Parsons
Tyler Parsons
Mr. Richard Paterson
Mr. and Mrs. Craig R. Patterson
Mr. Steven Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Paul
Ms. Nickie H. Paul
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Pearce
Ms. Helen C. Pekny
Thelma Pelagatti
Mr. Michael D. Perkins
Ms. Patricia A. Perkinson
Mark Phariss and Vic Holmes
Ms. Valerie Phelps
Mr. Donald S. Phillips
Ms. Andrea Piatt
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn F. Pierce
Dr. Graham M. Pierce
Mr. Ken D. Pischel and  

Ms. Katherine M. Ozanich
John J. Pittas
Plante Moran Trust
Steven Pleason

Ms. Katie E. Plett
Mr. Michael Plonien and  

Mrs. Melanie Fontaine
Julien Plougastel
Mrs. Denise B. Poage and 

Mr. Raymond Poage
Suzanne Polen
Ms. Marcia Pollack
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Pond
Mrs. Apryl Ponikvar and Mr. Ponikvar
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Porter
Cynthia Porter
Ms. Sandra Poston
Annie Prasad
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Prentice
Mr. and Mrs. Susan A. Prentiss
Virginia R. Prevosto and 

Mark Whitman
Mr. and Mrs. Harold D. Prewitt
Allison & Robert Price 

Charitable Trust
Mr. Raymond Priestley and 

Ms. Colleen Tavenner
Jody Z. Priselac
Tom Priselac
Claire B. Proffitt
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick D. Pulitzer
Mr. Neil Pumford and  

Ms. Donna Johnson
Dr. Lisa P. Purdy
Jack Putnam and Jean Gortner
Mr. Manuel K. Pyles
Mr. Ray Quickel
Mr. Stephen Raaymakers
Ms. Ann Raden
John Ragsdale
John E. Raha
Krishnan and Sumi Rajagopalan
Mr. James A. Ralles
Ms. Judith A. Ramaley
Mr. Madhan Ramalingam
Jayashree Ramanathan
Philip A. Ramer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Randall
Ms. Cynthia M. Ransom
Srinivas and Sumita Rao
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Rapley
Mr. Matthew Rattigan
Mr. Douglas Rausch and 

Ms. Constance Crane
Ms. Patricia Rawlings
Ms. Margaret I. Redmond
Mrs. Susan R. Redpath
Debbie Reed
Ms. Victoria Reed
Ms. Lyssa Reese
Ms. Jeanine Reeves
James Reid
Mr. Peter Reinhart and 

Mrs. Rachel Dieter
Patrick Renner
Ms. Joelle Resnick
Joel and Carol Ressler
Paul Reszutek
Ms. Irene Reti
Mr. and Mrs. Barry C. Rettkowski
Pat Reuvers
Alison J. Rials
Lynn D. Rice
Mr. John Richards
Ms. Rebecca Riden and 

Mr. John Freshnock
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Ridgway
Mrs. Louise Riggio
Ms. Erin Riggs
John and Virginia Rigsby
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Riley
Daniel Riordan
Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Rivera
Robert Rivosecchi
Bill and Donna Roberts
Mr. James N. Roberts
Mrs. Susan E. Roberts
Nancy J. Robertson
Ms. Heather L. Robinson
Deborah Roby
Mrs. Joan Rodriguez
Mr. William F. Roemer

Ms. Kathleen E. Rogers
Ms. Tammarrian Rogers
Mr. Craig A. Rogerson 

and Ms. Ai L. Chan
Rafael Rohena, Jr. and 

Joanne Gordon
Ms. Ann J. Rohrbacher
Ms. Laurel A. Rohrer
Mr. Pere R. Roma
Mrs. Patricia Romeo-Gilbert
Anita Romero
Mrs. Polly M. Ronald
William Roof
Michael Root
Mr. Gary M. Ropski and  

Ms. Barbara M. Schleck
The Rorer Foundation
Mr. Edwin Rose
Mr. John Rose
Ms. Denise Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Charley Rosenberry
Mr. Eric Ross and  

Ms. Nicole MacNeel
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Ross
Mr. Dave J. Rossetti and 

Mrs. Jan R. Avent
Jean F. Rosston
Ms. Lena Rotenberg
Ryan K. Roth Gallo
Dr. Susan Roux
Mr. and Ms. Mark Rownd
Jocelyn R. Roy
Dr. Mona Roy
Mr. Dean H. Royal and  

Ms. Tiffany D. Ganey
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon J. Rubard
Mr. Carl Rudolph
Mr. Peter Rudy and Mr. Richard Meiss
Janet C. Ruhl, Ph.D. and 

Theodore H. Carski, Ph.D.
Duane J. Russell
Mr. Frank E. Russell
Malcolm Russell-Einhorn
Thomas A. and Georgina T. Russo
Ms. Cynthia Rustanius
Ms. Carleen Blake Ryan
Patrick Ryan
Andrew Sabin
Mr. John A. Sahayda
Carl P. Sahler
Nancy Sanger
Mr. and Mrs. Alex M. Santoski
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Sappington
Ms. Elaine Sarkaria
Diana Saunders
Rosemary Scarcella
Dr. Jame E. Schaefer
Mr. Robert L. Schafer and 

Mrs. Susan E. Bowman
Rob and Rob Schapiro
Andrew J. Scheidecker
Ms. Juliette Schick
The Schiff Foundation
Drs. Patty and Arthur Schiff
Mr. William J. Schilling
Cynthia Schlegel
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Schleiden
Harald H. Schmid
Lila Schmidt
Ms. Shirley Schmidt
Kathryn Schmitz
Paul and Helen Schmitz
John T. and Keriann G. Schoenthaler
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Schoettle
Mr. Philippe Schrader
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schram
Mr. and Mrs. Mathias C. Schramer
Mr. Robert Schramm
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Schroeder
Anita Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Duane R. Schultz
Jonathan Schwartz
Dr. Edward Schwerin and 

Ms. Jan Barcsh
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Schwinn
Mr. Angus M. Scott
Mr. Thomas E. Scruggs and  

Ms. Margo A. Mastropieri

Being members of National 
Geographic’s Alexander 
Graham Bell Legacy Society 
allows us to contribute to 
a cause we truly believe 
in — caring for the planet 
for future generations and 
educating young and old 
alike about the wonders 
of our world. Through the 
power of storytelling and 
education, the National 
Geographic Society brings 
critical issues like species 
loss, environmental 
degradation and 
climate change to the 
forefront, inspiring us 
all to take action for 
this planet we love. 

T I M  A N D  T O D D  T O W E L L

Alexander Graham Bell Legacy 
Society Members
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Mrs. Melna Lynn Sedwick
Robert Segal
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Seger
Mr. and Dr. Stephen N. Seidlitz
Steve Seildhih
Mr. Andrew J. Selep
Karen Selph
Kelly Selva
Mr. Keith R. Sendall
Ms. Susan M. Setterberg
Mrs. Patricia A. Seyb
Mr. and Mrs. Debbie R. Shafer
Mr. and Mrs. David N. Shaffer
Mrs. and Mrs. John A. Shalit
James Shank
Pat Shanks
Ms. Jessica Shannon and Mr. Alok Jain
Mr. Nathaniel Shannon
Dr. and Mrs. Tzu F. Shao
Ms. Caroline Sharp and 

Ms. Pamela Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Shaw
Dennis Shay
Robert J. Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Sheffield, Jr.
Dr. Paul Sheldon
Ms. Ivy O. Shen
Steve Sheppard Kamel
Dr. Howard M. Sheridan
Mr. John Sheridan
Matthew Sherwood
Mr. and Ms. James D. Shields
Ms. Carolyn Shine
Ms. Virginia L. Shuler
Ms. Joanne Shumaker
Bradley Shwer
Dr. Marion J. Siegman
Todd and Teresa Silver
Nancy and Mark Silverman
Tanya Silvio
Ms. Ilene W. Simmons
Lisa and Rusty Simmons
Alda Simpson
Indira Singla
Victoria Sitz
Leslie E. Skillings
Mr. George I. Skillman
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Skogman, Jr.
Mr. Lawrence R. Slade
Yvonne M. Slifka
Ms. Janice M. Slosson
Nicole Small
Ms. Dorothy D. Smith
Ms. Francoise J. Smith
Ms. Gail Smith
Jim and Mary Smith
Mr. Leonard Smith
Paul G. Smith
Ms. Robin Smith
Ms. Sandra R. Smith
Mr. Scott Smith
Timothy Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Wade M. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Smith III
Mrs. Mary M. Smoak
Mr. Samuel Smoot and  

Ms. Karen McDonnell
Tim Smucker
Ms. Nancy Snell
Joseph L. Sneyers
Mr. Sae H. Sohn
Charles Solky
Drs. Steve L. Solomon
Mr. Gabriel Songel
O. J. Sopranos
Ms. Adele C. Soto
Michele L. Soutner
Ms. Sally J. Soutter
Jed P. Sparks
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Sparks
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander J. Speal
Margaret M. Spears
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Candies R. Spiel
Bob and Susan Spieth
Ms. Nancy L. Squier
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. St. Clair
Mr. and Mrs. James St. George

Ms. Linda Stanley
Ms. Lynne Stanley
Robert J. Stanton
Verne Stapenhorst
Ms. Mary C. Starke
Jeff Starling
Emmy Starr
Stephen B. Starrs
Mr. Henry H. Stebbins
H. D. Stein
Stellar Solutions Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Stellmack
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stephenson
Mr. Robert Stephenson
The Stern Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Stevens
Mr. John A. Stevens
Ms. Frances W. Stevenson
Mr. James R. Steverson
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Steves
Ms. Diana A. Stork
Ms. Karen M. Stott
Olivia Strader
Harry Strahley
Ms. Carolyn Strand
Larry S. Strassner and Dave Reed
Mr. Gregory Street
Mr. James T. Stull
Rungting Su
Dr. and Mrs. David L. Sugerman
Yuriko J. Sugimura
Ms. Edith Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Sullivan
Marcia Sullivan
Ms. Patricia Sullivan
Dr. Thoralf M. Sundt
Patricia Susee
Ms. Kathryn Sutton
Mr. Harold O. Svendsen
Mr. Scott Swain
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Swanson
Nancy Swanson
The Honorable Primrose Swanson
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace A. Swanson
Andrew Swenson
Mr. Richard Swift
Mr. James E. Tabor
Ms. Sylvia V. Taborelli
Alejandro Tafur
Ms. Harriett T. Taggart 

and Mr. Jack Turner
Devin Talbott
Ms. Mary Talley
Chin Tang
Almario and Luvenia Tantoco
Katherine Tate
Mr. William B. Tausig
Robert G. Tautges
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford W. Taylor
Dr. Kay Taylor
Mr. Rob Taylor
Robert and Sue Taylor
Valerie Taylor
Mr. William C. Taylor
Ms. Holly Teetzel
Dr. Cecilia M. Tellez
Jane E. Templeton
Robert and Marjorie Templeton
Allison and Shirley Teng
Ms. Jean K. Thiel
Edward Thomas
Yvonne Thomas
Mrs. Anne C. Thompson
Jeffrey Thorne
Mr. Philip Thorp
Ms. Susan Thorpe
John E. and Anna Marie Thron
Mr. Thomas W. Titsworth
Ms. and Mr. Patricia M. Titus
Mrs. Janet T. Tobin
Mr. and Mrs. Duncan G. Todd
Mr. Rex Toler
Ms. Kristine Tompkins
Chris and Bill Tompsett
Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Toner
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel N. Tonissen
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Torkos
Mr. Christopher D. Tower

Bruce Towne
Mark Tracy
Mr. Rex W. Tracy
Mr. and Mrs. Walter F. Trent
Trigran Investments, Inc.
James D. Trolinger
Mr. Jack L. Trommer
James W. Truman and 

Lynn M. Riddiford
Horace Tsu
Mr. Liang-Ruey Tu and 

Ms. Amy M. Marta
Cathy Tucker
Mr. Richard Tucker and 

Ms. Patricia Smith
Sarah Tucker
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Turner
Davis Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Remus Turner
Joseph Twichell
Mr. and Mrs. George Tyler
K Tyralla
Mr. Robert Tyrrell
Ms. Jody Lynn Ulmer
Mr. Eldon Ulrich
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Umberger
United Charitable
Dr. Olaf Unteroberdoerster
Suzanne Urich
Mr. Robert Vagi
Mr. and Mrs. Vairin
Drs. Michael and Margo Vale
Mr. Charles Van Citters
Nina and Henk van der Werff
Tessa van der Willigen
Mr. and Mrs. Marc A. Van Gestel
Andrew J. Van Horn
Capt. and Mrs. Eric Vanderpoel
Louis E. Varga
Kathryn N. Varner
Raj N. Venkatean
Dr. Alagiriswami Venkatesh
Dr. Joseph G. Verbalis
Ms. Helen C. Versace
Dr. James Versalovic
Ms. Deborah R. Vicharelli
Mr. Wallace Vog
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Voigt
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon V. Voigt
Mr. Werner K. Volkmann
Mrs. and Mr. Colleen M. Wade
Mr. Fred P. Wagner
Ms. Cynthia C. Wainwright
Mr. Douglas Waite
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey W. Walbridge
Ms. Kim Waldron
Hugh and Birgitta Walker
Kent and Carolyn Walker
Maggie Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Wall
Peter J. Wall
Mr. Allan L. Wallack
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wallis
Mr. Gerard Walters
Blake Waltrip
Barb Walz
Mr. Sean Wang
Rashad Waqreh
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Ward
Ms. Linda C. Washburn
Mr. Richard D. Waterfield
Ms. Laura Weakland
Mr. Mark A. Webb
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Webb
Deborah L. Webster
Ms. Jennifer S. Weil
Dr. Jennifer A. Weinberg
Mr. Scott A. Weiner and 

Ms. Beth E. Siegel
Melissa Weintraub
Reverend Marjorie W. Weiss 

and David Derr
Dr. and Mrs. Russell Welch
Larry R. Welin
Ms. Mei C. Welland
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney C. Wendt
Lucille Werlinich
Francis T. Werner

Mr. and Mrs. Joachim F. Wernicke
Cindy Westermann
Matt Whalin
Ms. Marilyn P. Whelan
Ms. Dona Whitaker
Carolyn White
Ms. Catherine R. White
Clifford White
Ms. Dee Ann White
Mr. and Mrs. James L. White
Ms. Jennifer A. White and 

Ms. Joan L. Van Wyke
Mr. and Mrs. Jack D. Whitelaw
Michael D. Whiting
Ms. Wendy Whitlow
Jeffrey and Rose Whittingham
Mr. Malcolm Kenneth Whyte III 

and Mrs. J. McDade-Whyte
Mr. Keith Wichterman
Ms. Louise S. Widdup
Mark Wiedenbeck
Ms. Regina B. Wiedenski
Mr. Stephen A. Wiegman
Ms. Sally H. Wiggin
Mrs. Helen Wilkins
Julia Wilkinson
Nancy Willet
Chris G. Willett
Shawna C. Willey-Leoeinck
Mr. Bruce Williams
Ms. Cecelia V. Williams
Ms. Charlotte A. Williams
Fred M. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. John Williams
Mr. Mason D. Williams
Mr. R. C. Williams
Mr. Robert E. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Tom D. Williams
Ms. Valerie M. Williamson
Mr. Ian Willis
Ms. Sally Willis
Ivy Willyams
Marcia S. Wilson
Ms. Joyce A. Wineland
Ms. Heather A. Wingard
Susan Wingert
William Wingert
Ms. Jennifer J. Winglee
Mr. Gregory M. Winston
Ms. Kathryn B. Winter
Mrs. Mary Winter
Chuck Withrow
Randy Witrick
Gregory Witt
James M. Wolchok
Dr. Karen E. Wolffe and 

Mr. Terry M. Hirsh
Ms. Cindy W. Wong
Ms. Maggie L. Wong
Ms. Barbara L. Wood
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Wood
Peter W. Wood
Jeff Woodend
Mrs. Marion Woodfield
Mr. Curtis Woodle
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick E. Wooldridge
Ms. Amelia R. Woolums
Dr. and Mrs. Richard C. Wopat
Christopher Worley
Will Wright
Ms. Sheila A. Wyckoff-Dickey
Norman Yamauchi
Mr. Michael Yannell
Mr. Emil A. Yappert
Ms. Kaitlin Yarnall
Dr. Marty Yee
Mr. Philip Yee
Lisa K. Yelenick
Serhii Yeliutin
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence F. Yermack
Ms. Suet Sum May Yeung
Mr. Thomas Yoksas
Grace Hou and Mark Yoshino
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Young III
Ms. Phyllis Young and  

Mr. Mark Ferguson
Sandra Zarcades
Ken Zaremba and Susan Kamprath

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Zarra
Mark Zeidel
Mr. and Mrs. Fabrizio Zichichi
Mr. and Mrs. Joe W. Zorica
Mr. Richard Zuckerman and 

Dr. Carol S. Greenwald

ALEXANDER GRAHAM 
BELL LEGACY SOCIETY
Anonymous (109)
Shatha Abdullah
Mr. Nik Malik N. Z. Abidin
David and Ann Actor
Pattie Adler (in memory 

of Richard Adler)
Elena J. Agostino
Mr. Mahbub Ahmed
Sara A. Ainscow *
Stephanie N. Albanito
Saleem Aleem
Manuel A. Alejo
Mary Beth Allen
Michele Almeleh
Valerie Amerkhail
Mr. David M. Anderson 
Jeffrey and Darlene Anderson
Joanne Anderson
Osteven H. Anderson
Rachael Apanovitch
Marjorie A. Ariano
Bob and Dori Arrington
Wade H. Atkinson, Jr. Esq.
Robert J. Atwater and 

Susan Richland
Janis Augustin
Marie-Louisa Austin
Carlos Avila
Fritz and Ginger Bachem
Connie Hudson Backlund
Susan Baer, Ph.D. and 

Bruce Thornburg
Jack Bahm *
Joseph B. Baker
Suzanne K. Baldwin
Chris and Linda * Ball
Nancy J. Balles
Richard Banas
Kenneth M. Bania
David H. Bankston *
Carolyn Barnhill
Mrs. Mary Barrett-Friend 

and Mr. Donald Friend
Mark Bartlett
Gary L. Beasley
Bob and Cheryl Belcher
Michel M. Belisle
Chaka Bell
Inez Branch Bell
Marianne Belock
Owen G. Benthin *
Steve Bershader and 

Maggie Godbold
Lorna Biddle
Rick Biggerstaff and  

Julia Sanford Biggerstaff
Kjestine Bijur
Natalie Birk
Robert K. Black and  

J. Ormond Sanderson, Jr.
Samuel Blackstock
Stephanie Blair
William R. Blair
Dorothy Blakely
Robert E. Bliss
Alida Bockino
Daniel E. Bockstedt *
Margaret and Frederick Boehm
Linda Bojazi
George R. Bolint
Dom D. Bonafede *
R B Bonner
Barbara Ann Boone
Dale J. Bowers
Mark C. Bowers
Eric Wilson Bowman
G. E. Boyce and Patricia Boyce
Mary Pamela Brandon
Nancy Braun

Ms. Helene Brecher
Lynn Carol Breger
Timothy Brey
Karen Bridges
Peter Brill
Melinda Y. Brisben
Thomas P. Brobson and 

David A. Brady
Jere and Bonnie * Broh-Kahn
Franta J. Broulik
Judith Brown
Karla J. Brown
Laura Brown and Scott Satterfield
Roger B. and Ruth Brown
Amy C. Browning *
Chris Brucker
Michael Bryant
Selina Bryant
Kathryn Bullis
Jane Burgarella
Mr. James C. Burks and  

Dr. Bette Jane Pappas
Tom and Linda Burrer
Bush Family Charitable Fund
Saloma Byler
Wallace M. Cackowski
Julie Cady
John P. Cahill
Roger Callow
Daisy Callupe Ramos
Murphy and Marilyn Cameron
Maryann Campanella
Pauline B. Campbell
Rich and Katie Cane
Michael A. Carcich and Diana I. Ryan
Ms. Diana K. Carey
Diane Carlile
Cassandra Carothers
Jean and Steve Case
Thomas D. Cassotta
Fred and Lorraine Cekau
Adrian R. and Melanie Chamberlain
A. Mayrianne Champagne
Vincent and Pornsri Chang
Claudia Chapek
William Chatlos
Mandi (Rico) Chavez
Lawrence Chee Mun Fei and 

Alexander Chee Keng
Sandra Cherry
Liv Wen Chiang and Jean Chen
Anne Page Chiapella
Gary E. Christenson
Kevin Chu
Stephen Chun and Doris Sze Chun
Michael J. Chusmir
Monica Cichetti *
Jean Clark
Paul E. Clauson
Lowell Clemons
Virginia Lawton Clough
Judith A. Coffee
Kristy Cohan
Mario Colindres
Mr. Anthony Collins
Ricki Collins
RJ Collins
Douglas Comstock
Henry Conti*
Elizabeth Blaine Converse
Vicci Conway
Jeffrey Hewitt
Colleen Coogan
Cookie’s Pottery / Cookie’s 

Jars & Things
Rick Cornelius
Richard Coca and Tammie Cortez
Steven and Karen Costion
Paul J. Cotugno
Geoffrey B. Coughlin
Janet M. Coury
Gilbert G. Coville
Patty Cowan
Wendy L. Coyle
Suzanne C. Crandall
Sharrie Cranford
Dr. Susan Cropper
Cheryl Cullen

Kate Cunningham
Deborah Cureton *
Joan H. Curry
Kenneth and Sylvia Curry
Thomas F. Curtin, M.D. and 

Christine Curtin, R.N.
Craig and Carmen Curtiss
Dick and Dorothy D’Amato
Michelle Dandeneau
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Dapp
Mike and Lisa Daubner
David L. Daughtry
Margaret Davidson
Lorna L. Davis
Mark T. Davis
Allison DeCruz
Sharon L. Delaney *
M. E. DeLisle
William Delyra
Corby Derau
L. C. Devereaux
Christopher and Nancy Deyo
Yamil N Diaz
Elizabeth Diemont
Stephen C. Dill
Sheila Dingels
Renate Doheny-Neuss
Blanca Domingo-Yenes
Marco D’Onofrio
Arleen Doran
Denny Duello
Gary C. Duey
Beth Dukatz
Susan Duncan and Leo Fisher
Diana Dundore
Latoya Dunn
Jimmy Dunne
Brian and Kim Dunne
Mary Dyer
Allison L. Dzuricky
James W. Earnest
John A. Easterbrooks
Hilda R. Edwards
Marlene Ehrhardt
William Ehrhardt and 

Marjaliisa Rajala
Paul V. Eichenberger
Kathryn A. Ellerton-Koppel
Francine Ellman
Ernest W. * and Sharon Eperjesi
Richard L. Epstein
Jessica Evans
William E. Evans
Jane Evkovich
John and Heidi Fahey
Richard A. Fane
Norris E. and Alice Faringer
Helen T. Farr *
Susan K. Feagin
Mary and Bruce Feay
Christine M. Feinthel
Nancy Ferguson
David M. Fiedler
Paul B. Finegan
Melvin and Elaine Finkelstein
Cynthie Fisher
Meg Flood
Consuelo Flores
Barbara L. Flowers
Elise Foladare
Miryam Fonken
Charles J. Foschini and Ana Foschini
Tom Foster
Patricia and Craig Fox
Patrick Frame and Sheila Norman
Elaine and Henry Frank
George Frank
James Franz
Mikal Frey
Jeff and Chanel Friesen
John Fritz
Louise S. Fry
Fulton Family Estate
Richard Gale
Michael Gantz
Dennis J. Gardner
Gloria Jean Garland and Bruce Byers
Paul D. Garvin
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Earlene M. Gary
Jamie Gates
Nicki and John Gates
Claire Geller-Kolchetski
Raymond P. George
Cheryl Dara Gerard
Susan Germaine
Gary M. Gigante and 

Jeanne T. Gigante
James and Mary Giordano
Kenneth Gladding
Captain James W. Godshalk
Mr. Michael J. Goldman
Eduardo Gonzalez
Larry D. Goodman
Michael S. Goodman
Gabriel and Alicia Gorga
Paul M. Gori
Linda Grable-Curtis
Elaine Grace *
Bruce and Luxamon Grant
Jessica M. Grant
Jim Grant
Susan Kay Green
Susan B. Gregg
Arthur Gregory
Lee Gribovicz
Darrell G. Gross *
The Gilbert M. Grosvenor Family
Dr. and Mrs. James Grumman
Lawrence E. and Jean Grunewald
Malcolm Guevara
Jane P. Guiliano
Laurie Jean Guinard
Christopher C. Haberman-Wilson *
Lori Haberman-Wilson
Dolores Haddad
Madeleine Joyce Roberts Hagen
Denise Hakala
Dr. Adrienne Ham and 

Dr. Russell Ham *
William A. Hammer and 

James K. Miersma
Tom and Char Hand Foundation
Lauren Hannan Shafer
Dr. Franklin T. Hanson
Christopher Thomas Hardin
LCDR Curtis W. Harris Sr. USN Ret.
Richard A. Harris
Peggy S. Harrison
Daniel Hartung
Kimberly L. Harvey
Bo Hatfield
Robert Hayes
Doris J. Hazen *
Thomas A. Healy
Jonelle M. Heany
Jacquelyn A. Hedlund and 

Julien S. Murphy
Paul F. Heffner
Linda A. Heg
June E. Heilman
Daniel Heimgartner
Donna Heinle
James and Rebecca Helm *
Peter Hennessy
Ariana Hernandez
John R. Hero and Jane C. Whitney
Ralph D. Hester
Mr. and Mrs. Gary M. Heymann *
Kim Frances Higbie and 

Paul Van Wart Smith *
Howard and Virginia Hight
Jon Jacob Parker Hill
Linda J. Hill
Wendy Hinchliffe
Charles L. Hinds
Barbara D. Hitchings (In memory 

of Lola Fisher Gast)
Jean Hohl
Ruth Lynn Hooper
Sara H. Horsman
Pauline Hostettler
Brett A. Houk
Tony B. Hovsepian
Dianne S. Howey
Chew Huei-Ting
Marion Lois Huffines

Connie E. Hughes
Rosemarie Hughes
Valentine and Suzanne 

Hummel Trust
David C. Hurt
Carl and Cindy Hyman
Jean-Jacques Illi and Dawn Toepelt
Jerome R. Ince
Barton J.* and Gail Ingraham
Alexander Iosebashvili
Drs. Clement and Margot Ip
Helen C. Issep
Ms. A. L. Jablonovsky
Mary L. Jablonsky
Dr. Cleo E. Jackson
Michael Jacobson and Wanda Olsen
In Memory of Gary S. Jaehne
Brenda N. Jaye
Biliana Jeleva
Richard J. Jenest and 

Celeste M. Jenest
Carol Jennings
Debra K. Johnson and 

Margaret Rosander
Faith Johnson and Robert 

K. Johnson, Jr.
Lester Johnson
Patience H. Johnson
Ronny Johnson
Sue D. Johnson
John Johnston
Angelfina K. Joly
Lori Jones
David H. Jonson
Charles Joy
Robert Juan
Mary E. Kanable
Jessica M. Kandal, Ph.D.
Clinton Kane
Paul Kaplan
Carelle Karimimanesh
Paul J. Kaspar, Sr.
Rhonda Kaufman
Rick Kay
Dominic Kee
Douglas Kelbaugh and 

Kathleen Nolan
Hillary Taylor Keller
Miracle T. Kelly
Sheila Kelsey
George H. Kemnitz
Laszlo and Eileen Seas-Kenessey *
Richard T. Kennedy and 

Heidi E. Morgan
Marianne Kenney
Dermot Kenny
Paul and Ellie Kenworthy
Robert E. Kesel
Coyla Ketchy
Mike Key
William P. Key
Patricia Kiefer
Carl R. Kilian
Bret Kingsbury
Alex and Priya Kinneer
David H. Kinzie
Denis S. Klein *
Michael A. and Shannon Klich
Jake Knell
Michael J. Konkol in memory 

of Nancy C. Konkol
Nancy I. Koski
Rev. Paul P. Koszarek
Karen A. Kozleski
George B. Kralik
Larry J. Kramer and Richard Olson
Richard Inge Kranz
Paula Kreuzer
Harry M. Krim
Mimi Kumango
Robert E. Lacy
Gerry Laidlaw
Bill Lamb
Allan Gray Langford in memory of my 

mother Barbara Elnore Langford
Nancy H. Langford
Sylvia Lansky
Wells Lanuel

Evelyn G. Lanzillotta
Louise A. Larsen
Carl C. and Wendi Larson
Harold W. Laubscher
David and Rosalie Lawrence
Deborah Lazerson
Chelsea V. Lee
Frank Lee
Iara Lee
Kirk Leichtnam
Susan and Karl* Leskin
Maxime Lesueur
L. M. Levie
Chas R. Lewellen
Kristen M. Lewis
Julio linares
Eric A. Lindstrom
David and Janet Livingston
Ms. Dorothy “Dorrie” C. Lloyd
Sally C. Lockwood
Gregory A. Longacre
Joan M Longmire
Eleuterio Lopez
Pam Lopez
Chaundra Lorian
Sylvia Lucas
Maurice Luckett
Sutter Lux Legacy Fund
Cristin M. Lyons
Gay G. Maestas
Rajeev and Ravinder Malik
Donald Malkin
Atashi Mandal
Linda S. Marino
Emily Ellen Markgraf *
David and Marie Markson
Polly and Kevin Maroni
Henrietta M. Marrek Living Trust
Eddie Mae Marsh
Janice Marsters
Donald J. Martin
Lowell A. Martin and Jerre J. Ellis
Joel Martin
Mark Maslack *
David Mason
George Matcham
Sharon Mayrath
John B. McCallister
Harvey McCann
William R. McCarty, Jr.
Timothy W. McCormick 

and Jeff Brizzi
Dave and Karen McDonald
Barbara R. McDonough
Blanche McGowan
Lowen McKay
Marianne and John McKiernan
Kevin and Debra McLaughlin
Richard and Marilyn Meece
Anne and Richard Melbye
Mark Melvin
Mary Memminger
Larry P. Metz *
Margaret Metzger
Steven Meyer
Janice J. Michael
Martin S. Michael and 

Penny A. Michael
Linda Miller
Nancy Miller
Ronda Miller
Rose and Millard * Miller
Susan S. Miller
Sharon L. Millis
Karen T. Mills
Nelson M. Millsberg
R. C. Mitchell
Jerri Mobley
Barbara S. Moffet
Khashayar Momeni
David and Nancy Montague in 

honor of Mark David Montague
Sean Montgomery
Janet R. Mooney and 

Kurt W. Schiller
Christopher Ryan Moore
Dorothy Moore
Catherine Morales

Christopher Emil Morel
Evandro and Lilia Morselli
Linda Jasmine Moscona
Jimmie Mosley
Charles H. Moss
Lisa Moss
Keko Mottes
Kevin J. Mullins
Philip G. Mumford
Robert E. Mumford *
Bob Mummert
Stacy and Marc Murison
The Honorable Austin J. Murphy *
Davis Musser II
Charles Muzio
Holly Myers and Steven Hatten
James Nail
Blake Nash
Arnold and Rosemary Nelson
Carter Damon Nelson
Howard N. Nelson *
Mary and Paul Nelson
Ann Marie Neuman
The Neville Family
Daniel and Donna Newman
Nala Van Nguyen
Dr. Theodore and  

Mrs. Monica Nicholas
William C. Niegel
Raymond and Annette Nies
John Noel and Melinda Welton
Kristina Noell
Geoffrey P. Nolan
Thomas and Linda Nolle
Manuel P. Nonong, Jr.
The Patrick F. Noonan Family
Jane Strauss Northern
A. P. Nucciarone
Michael and Edith Nupuf
Carol Jean Obenland
Fred O’Connell Sr.
Timothy J. O’Connor
Jacqueline L. Okorie
Elmer Olhaber *
Mary Anne Olmstead *
Joseph Patrick Opferman * and 

Gwen Lucille Turbyfield
Kim Cheri Osborn
Rosemary and Anthony Oswald
Robert and Kathleen Pacek
John W. Packie, Jr. *
Alice Papaliolios
Rebecca L. Papke
Thomas and Anne Pastick
Penny Pate
Chetan M. Patel
Susan J. Patrick
Jean M. Patterson
Wesley Patterson and  

Linda Pritchard Patterson
Captain Ned and Laurie Pederson
Monica Pendergast
Ralph A. Perkins
Darrell Perrien
Paul C. and June D. Perritt
Frank and Judith Pet
Ronald Peters
Jean A. Peyrat
P. Robert Philp, Jr.
Steven J. Piazza and Lori Dietrich
Oxana Karpenko Pickeral
Kris and Jen Pickler
Barbara L. Pilert
Carmen Pilette
Martha A. Pleiss
Jacob Plotkin, MD
Julian and Laura Podesta
Raemi Poitras
Lois C. Porch
Paul Porch
Ernest John Porter
Jim and Gail Plotts
Koppada Premraj *
Albert and Konradine Preyss
Jane M. Protzman
Bernadette S. Prue
Linda Prusik
Larry and Donna Purcey

Mr. and Mrs. Alan J. Purves
Allen and Karen Queenen
Michael E. Quick
Dr. Carolyn S. Quinn
William and Isabelle Radock
Ralph John Rahm
George and Cheryl Ramey
Shirley A. Rea
Heather E. Rees
Nancy E. Rehman
Robert and Becca Reichenberger
Frances Reiffel *
Marya Repko
Mike Rex and Joanne 

Neugebauer-Rex
Thomas E. Reynolds
Ms. Betty M. Richardson
Jane N. Richmond
Rose M. Rick
Lucien Rico
Rozanne L. Ridgway
Ida K. Rigby, Ph.D.
Murray Robinson
Fay E. Robison *(Jessica 

Ronson-Jones)
George W. Rodormer *
Karel L. Rogers *
Rafael Rohena
Patrick L. Roherty
Laurel A. Rohrer
Kevin Rolph
Milton D. Romano
Jessica Ronson-Jones
Harold and Cincy Rosenbush
Margaret K. Ross
William Rawlins Rossman
Brenda and Stephen E. Rountree
Douglas B. Rowden
Jocelyn R. Roy
Raphail Rubinov
Bob and Katie Rugloski
Dr. Janet C. Ruhl and  

Dr. Theodore H. Carski
Carleen Blake Ryan
Guillermo Ryan
Ilena Sack *
Sadiq Sadauki 
David Salo
Diane Sands
Rosemary Ann Sater
Renee Saunches
J. B. and Linda Schirard
Bruce Schmidt and  

Lara J. Chapel-Schmidt
Ms. Gisela Schmidt
J. G. Schmidt
Susan K. Schmidt
Jay and Ashley Schmitt
Donald J. Schneider
Brent M. Schnupp
Dr. and Mrs. Charles M. Schoman
William J. and Susan E. Schultz
Ann Maier Schumacher
Christine M. Schwark
C. Goldsworthy Schwarzkopf *
Larry G. Scott, D.M.D.
Pierre and Concetta Scott
Benjamin M. Scribner
Errol D. Sehnke
Nancy J. Severson
Douglas R. Shane
Joan L. Shapiro
Maureen P. Sheehan
James and Carolyn Z. Shelton 

Charitable Trust
Susan L. Shillinglaw
Sydney Ann Shollenberger
Mr. Lamont Shupe
Dr. Marion J. Siegman
Scott F. Sierzega
Jeffrey I. Simons
Sharon “Ika” Simpson
J. Earl Skeel
Kathy Slenker
Robert E. Smiser
Chesley W. Smith
Chery Smith, Professor 

Emeritus-University of Minnesota

Francoise J. Smith
Rebecca Gray Smith
Suzanne P. Smith *
Karen Smith-Yoshimura
W. David Snyder *
Hong and Sunnie Son
Robert Spaulding and 

Estelle Yamaki
Krystyna Iris Speer
Deborah Maria Sperandio
Saundra and Peter Spilotro
John and Shirley Spinelli
Peter Spinner
Daniel and Heidi Spitzer
Earl C. Spohr
Amy Spratling and  

William Walter Warlick III
Gregory A. Staat and 

Carolyn L. Staat
June G. Stainbrook *
Catherine Stanley and 

Charlotte Stanley-Jowers
Richard P. Starsiak
Pete Stasse
Bill and Diane Steen
Robert G. Steffel *
Deidre A. Steinfuhr
Carol E. Steinhart
Barbara Steinmann
Mark G. Stephens
Robby W. Stephens
Janice Diane Steppe devoted animal 

lover, provider and protector
Gary W. Sterner and 

Susan M. Sterner
The John Byron Stibdard and 

Anna Stibdard Family Trust
Ed Stock
Charles L. Stratton
Jeff Strobel
Colbert Sturgeon
Thomas H. Stutzman
Korinne Sugasawara
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes 

and Norman J. Shachoy*
Craig A. Summers
Paul Sutter
Andrea B. Tabbat
Sylvia V. Taborelli
Joseph P. Taggart
R. W. and G. Ann Tanner *
Paulette Tavormina
Simon Taylor
Wayne Franklin Temple
Carroll Terry
Aylin Thomas
Dana M. Thomas
Linda Emma Thomas
Wendy Thomas
David Thompson
Muriel Thompson
Donald Tickner
Richard Tobin and Cynthia Tobin
Carol Tousha
Timothy C. Towell and 

Todd L. Towell
Langdon J. Towne and 

Jo-Ann M. Towne
Wendall Towner
Dr. Jack W. Trigg, Jr.
Jack L. Trommer
Dana Truid
Bill J. Turner
Rosalie Udewitz
Gene E. Ulen
Natasha J.M.C. van Bentum
Catherine van Haelewyn
Dr. Roberto van Kuyk
Lydia M. Villalobos
Lars Viskochil
Edward H. Voigt
Charles Vorce
Janet Vorres Brickerd
William and Joanne Waddington
Howard and Patricia Wakefield *
Robert H. Walden
Dr. Janet Wall and Dr. Robert Gard
Barbara Wallace

Carol June Wallen
Renate Wallenberg, in memory 

of Rudolf Wallenberg
Andre Mercel Walton
Kenneth William Wang
Missy and Seth * Warfield
Larry D. Wasfaret
David Waters *
Valerie Watt
Paul Weaver
Garry Weber
Dennis Wade Weeter, PhD
Ms. Maureen J. Weil
Debrah Welling and Jack Intrator
Lynn Wenman
Robert A. Went
Daniel P. Weppner
Steven J. Wesolowski
Donna L. West
Debora Westbrooks, in memory of 

her daughter Nicole Westbrooks
Matthew Stephen Whisman
Gabriel Wiesenthal
John M. Wieser, Jr. *
Sarah H. Wiggin
John Wilhelm *
Leon J. Wilhelm
Stephen and Robin Wilks
Forest Fred Williams *
John and Sylvia Williams
Jon Williams
Louis M. Williams
Stephen A. Williams
Thomas Rees Williams III
Linde Williston
Lorelei Wing
Kathleen Winger
Margreet Winkler
Mrs. Dierdre Winters
Wendy S. Wish
Linda Witerski
Evelyn M. Wittig
Rosemary J. Keates Witty
Suzanne Wohlford
Marion Woodfield and 

Marc S. Weinberg *
Diane B. Wood-Miller
Dr. Amy B. Worell
David W. Wright
Doris A. Wunsch
Junior Ximines
Ritsuko Yamaji
Katherine Yen
Henri and Melanie Zajic
John and Lorna Zalaha
Ms. Victoria Ann Zanca
Bruce D. Zeller
Allison Zibelli
Rex Zordan

* Deceased
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P R I N C I P A L  D O N O R S  S O C I E T Y 
The Principal Donors Society is the National Geographic Society’s highest designation for lifetime 
giving, recognizing individual, corporate and foundation donors who have supported the Society 
through cumulative philanthropic support of $1 million or more. Principal Donors have distinguished 
themselves as some of the National Geographic Society’s most loyal stewards, investing generously 
in scientific research, exploration, education, storytelling and Base Camp. Each year, new members 
are inducted and celebrated at a special event held in conjunction with the Storytellers Summit.

For more information, please contact Lisa Herzog, 
deputy to the chief advancement officer and campaign 
director, at (800) 373-1717 or lherzog@ngs.org.* Deceased

EXPLORER LEVEL ($25M+)

Rolex

VISIONARY LEVEL ($10M-$24.9M)

Brendan and Helen Bechtel
Bezos Earth Fund
Jean and Steve Case
De Beers
Mary M. Shore *
Suzanne P. Smith *
Eugenia Williams *

CHANGEMAKER LEVEL ($5M-$9.9M)

Bloomberg Philanthropies
Monica Cichetti *
Jack and Laura Dangermond
Don Quixote Foundation
Dutch Postcode Lottery
Erika E. Edens *
Roger & Rosemary Enrico Foundation
Richard and Rhoda Goldman *
Lyda Hill
IBM
Inclusive Capital Partners Foundation
Iron Mountain
Lindblad Expeditions, Inc.
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Inna and Mark Moore
Paul G. Allen Family Foundation
Edward P. Roski, Jr.
Jared H. Saure * and Bertha M. Saure *

INNOVATOR LEVEL ($2.5M-$4.9M)

Stephen S. Ball *
Katherine and David Bradley
The Lee and Juliet Folger Fund
Google.org
David H. Koch *
Microsoft
Oracle
John W. Packie, Jr. *
Walter Scott, Jr. *
Templeton World Charity Foundation
Dieter Zottl *

ILLUMINATOR LEVEL ($1M-$2.49M)

Lucy, Henry, and Sumner Billingsley
Robert K. Black and Ormond Sanderson
Thomas E. Bolger *
Sheila and Michael Bonsignore
Mary Brenneisen *
Anne Page Chiapella
The Climate Pledge
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
David and Alice Court
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Fondation Segré
Karl Hagen *
Robert S. Herman *
Mildred J. Husband *
The John Templeton Foundation
James C. Kautz *
La Mer Technology
Juli and Tom Lindquist
Anna and Robert Livingston
J.W. Marriott, Jr. and Donna Marriott
Mark Maslack *
Nelson M. Millsberg
L. D. Montague
Nancy E. Pfund and Phillip L. Polakoff
The Philip Stephenson Foundation
The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.
Roger W. Sant and Congresswoman Doris Matsui
Constance Schwarzkopf *
The Seaver Institute
Beverly M. Stone *
Trebek Family Foundation
Clara Wu Tsai
Jorge E. Villalba *
Robin and Liselotte Vince
Walmart Foundation
Garry A. Weber

P R I N C I P A L  D O N O R S  S O C I E T Y  M E M B E R S

Jack and Laura Dangermond
“It is an honor to be members of the Principal 
Donors Society at National Geographic, helping 
to inspire the next generation to better 
understand and care for our world. Mapping is a 
powerful tool for learning, communication and 
change. By partnering with the Society to bring 
together the strength of Esri’s technology and 
the power of National Geographic’s storytelling 
and exploration, we can have incredible impact, 
fostering a sense of wonder and curiosity about 
our world and spurring learners to take action.”

This page: Principal Donors Society members Jack and Laura Dangermond. 
Opposite page, clockwise from top left: Explorer Bertie Gregory speaks at the 
Society’s inaugural Principal Donors Society Induction Ceremony and Celebration in 
Washington, D.C., USA. Principal Donors Society member Patricia Thomas and Arlene 
Reiniger at the Principal Donors Society Induction Ceremony. (left to right) Chris 
Kiple, National Geographic Society Board Chairman Jean Case, Lyda Hill, and Barbara 
Barrett at the National Geographic Live event “An Evening with National Geographic 
Explorer Lindsay Zanno” in Washington, D.C. Explorer Ronan Donovan speaks with 
Trustee and Hubbard Council Chair Mark Moore and members of the Principal 
Donors Society. (left to right) Isabella Lindblad, Sven Lindblad, National Geographic 
Society Chief Executive Officer Jill Tiefenthaler, and Explorer Bertie Gregory at the 
inaugural Principal Donors Society Celebration.

2023 Members
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H U B B A R D  C O U N C I L 

The Hubbard Council is a group of supporters who share the National Geographic Society’s mission to illuminate 
and protect the wonder of our world. Members contribute an annual gift of $50,000 or more and receive exclusive 
benefits like special access to National Geographic Explorers and members of the senior leadership team, as well as 
invitations to travel with the Society and see our Explorers in action. Hubbard Council members are leaders among 
our donor community, and as such, are invited to participate in advisory roles for our priority programs along with 
other volunteer leadership opportunities.

Each year, Hubbard Council members are invited to convene for an annual meeting with the Society’s senior 
leadership, take part in quarterly Explorer webinars, go on a Hubbard Council Expedition, and attend signature 
National Geographic events such as the Explorers Festival and Storytellers Summit. The Society would like to thank 
members of the Hubbard Council for their extraordinary generosity, forward commitments and longtime support.

2023 Members
Age of Union Alliance
Sarah Argyropoulos
Brendan and Helen Bechtel
Allison Bennington
Sumner and Lucy Billingsley
Robert K. Black and 

J. Ormond Sanderson, Jr.
Katherine and David Bradley
Diane and Hal Brierley
Edith S. Briskin
Ned and Jean Brockenbrough
Jere and Bonnie+  Broh-Kahn
Jean and Steve Case
Anne Page Chiapella, Ph.D.
Emily and Rodney Cook
David and Alice Court
Jack and Laura Dangermond
Delta Philanthropies
Barbara and Steve Durham 
Caroline D. Gabel
Chris Gallea and Suzanne Freind
Bob and Betty Geltz
G. Goff Foundation
Dave and Judy Hale
Lyda Hill
I See a Foundation
Mary L. Jablonsky

Margaret (Margo) Jacobs
George A. Kalogridis
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser
Ro and Martin King
Christopher Kiple
Deborah M. Lehr
Sven and Kristin Lindblad
Anna and Robert Livingston
Polly and Kevin Maroni
Ms. Seton J. Melvin
Greg and Mary Moga
Inna and Mark Moore
Lois Morrison and Justin Daab
Ms. Ruth O. Mutch
Laura Ng
Dane A. Nichols
Nancy E. Pfund and Phillip L. Polakoff
Ms. Caryl D. Philips
Christopher and Lauren Renaud
David Evans Shaw
Phil Stephenson
Burt Sugarman and Mary Hart Sugarman
Dr. Julia Tai
Jill Tiefenthaler and Kevin Rask
Trebek Family Foundation
Robin and Liselotte Vince
B Wu and Eric Larson

The National Geographic 
Society has always been a 
source of inspiration for us, 
and the mission is close to 
our hearts. As magazine 
subscribers since 1935 and 
current Hubbard Council 
members, it is incredibly 
rewarding to support the 
visionary Explorers who 
are in the field, working to 
protect our oceans, creating 
on-the-ground conservation 
strategies to protect wildlife, 
and inspiring students and 
educators around the globe.

N E D  A N D  J E A N  
B R O C K E N B R O U G H

Hubbard Council Members

For more information, please contact 
Megan Kimmins, vice president of leadership 
giving, at (800) 373-1717 or mkimmins@ngs.org.

From top: Hubbard Council members Ro King, George Estey, and Ned and Jean Brockenbrough 
explore Costa Rica’s cloud forest. Hubbard Council members Justin Daab and Lois Morrison hosted 
“An Evening with the National Geographic Society” photographed here with Society Chief Executive 
Officer Jill Tiefenthaler and Explorer in Residence Lee Berger. Artist Carlos Hiller, musician and 
composer Manuel Obregón and Hubbard Council members Diane and Hal Brierley surround one of 
Hiller’s original works celebrating the natural wonders of Costa Rica.

* Deceased
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C L A R K  C O U N C I L 

The Clark Council is a group of supporters deeply committed to helping the National 
Geographic Society remain at the forefront of exploration and the diffusion of knowledge. 
Members make an annual contribution of $25,000 to $49,999 and receive exclusive benefits 
and special access to the places and work that make up the Society. The Clark Council 
convenes through webinars with National Geographic Explorers and senior leadership, and 
members are invited to the Society’s signature annual events and events around the country.

Clark Council members support programs and Explorers who are utilizing 
cutting-edge science and extraordinary storytellers who are working to provide 
solutions to the world’s most pressing challenges. The Society would like to thank 
members of the Clark Council for their meaningful generosity and support. 

2023 Members
Anonymous
Boladji Agueh
Christopher and Andrita (AJ) Andreas and 
    The Andreas Family Foundation
Afsaneh Beschloss
Ángel Cabrera and Elizabeth J. Cabrera
April and John Delaney
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Fritch
Tatiana Kaletsch
Robert B. and Gail J. Loveman
Kathryn and Matthew Marino
Frank and Susan Mars
Dina P. McCormick and David McCormick
James* and Michael Ann Mitchell
James and Karyn Mullen
Michael and Sandra Ruddick
Ms. Valerie S
Ellen Stofan and Tim Dunn
Keith and Cecelia Terasaki Family Foundation
Amy Tucker
Dr. Janet Wall and Dr. Robert Gard
Mr. Thomas K. Washburn and Mrs. Eileen Washburn
Ken and Joanne Weinman

As a Clark Council member, 
I support National 
Geographic Explorers 
working all over the world to 
help protect the wonders of 
our planet and ensure that 
both people and wildlife 
thrive in the face of today's 
most urgent challenges. 
I am proud to know that 
my gift empowers these 
extraordinary individuals 
to find bold and innovative 
ways to create a brighter 
future, for all of us.

VA L E R I E  S .

Clark Council Member

For more information, please contact 
Megan Kimmins, vice president of leadership 
giving, at (800) 373-1717 or mkimmins@ngs.org.

From top: National Geographic Society Trustee Ángel Cabrera, National Geographic Society Board Chairman 
Jean Case and Kathy Muñoz attend an event at the Society’s headquarters in Washington, D.C., USA. Michael 
and Sandra Ruddick attend a private tour of the National Geographic Exploration Technology Lab. Gail 
Loveman, Explorer Ronan Donovan and Bob Loveman photographed at “An Evening with Ronan Donovan” — 
an event and reception in Boulder, CO, USA. 

* Deceased
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A L E X A N D E R  G R A H A M  B E L L  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T Y 

The Alexander Graham Bell Legacy Society, named after the famed inventor and the National Geographic 
Society’s second president, honors those who have included the Society in their estate plans through a 
will, trust or charitable gift annuity, or by beneficiary designation of a retirement plan such as an IRA or 
a 401(k). Legacy gifts from the dedicated members of this group fund the Society’s science, exploration, 
education and storytelling efforts around the world, helping to advance meaningful, lasting change for 
generations to come.

In addition to the satisfaction of knowing they are making a difference, Legacy Society members have 
the chance to come even closer to our work and get to know our National Geographic Explorers and 
leadership through exclusive invitations to webinars, exhibitions and events in Washington, D.C., and 
across the United States.

We have spent our lives traveling around the world 
together, learning about different cultures and 
exploring amazing landscapes. It is an honor to 
be members of the Alexander Graham Bell Legacy 
Society at National Geographic — we know our 
contribution is supporting not only exploration that 
helps to illuminate the wonders of our beautiful 
world but critical conservation projects that will 
help protect the planet for generations to come.

M A R G O T  A N D  C L E M E N T  I P

Alexander Graham Bell Legacy Society Members

For more information, please contact 
Megan Kimmins, vice president of leadership 
giving, at (800) 373-1717 or mkimmins@ngs.org.

From top: Alexander Graham Bell Society members Dorothy Earnest and Jean Chen 
pictured in front of the “Beyond King Tut: An Immersive Experience” exhibit at the National 
Geographic Museum in Washington, D.C., USA. Members of the Alexander Graham Bell 
Legacy Society attend a private tour of the “Beyond King Tut” exhibit at the National 
Geographic Museum. Society supporter Jere Broh-Kahn and Explorer at Large Beverly 
Joubert at the 2023 National Geographic Explorers Festival Party for the Planet.
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G R O S V E N O R  C O U N C I L 

Thank you to our National Geographic Society Grosvenor Council members who create a solid 
foundation for the Society’s work at the cutting edge of science, exploration, education and 
storytelling by donating $1,000 to $24,999 annually.

Our community’s namesake is Gilbert Hovey Grosvenor. The first, lone employee of the Society 
who became president and editor in chief, Grosvenor is described as the principal architect of what 
we have become today. 

Grosvenor Council members enjoy a complimentary subscription to National Geographic 
magazine, special virtual invitations to Explorers Festival and Storytellers Summit, and exclusive 
Grosvenor Council Insider events with National Geographic Explorers. 

When asked about the proper area of study for the 
National Geographic Society, Alexander Graham 
Bell replied, “The world and all that is in it.” As 
members of the Grosvenor Council for almost three 
decades, we have been honored to support the 
exploration of our planet and its cultures. Not only 
have we read about explorations we helped fund, 
but through the Grosvenor Council we have been 
thrilled to meet dozens of National Geographic 
Explorers who are leading a new age of exploration 
toward a healthier planet and a brighter future.

H E I D I  E .  M O R G A N  A N D  R I C H A R D  T.  K E N N E D Y

Grosvenor Council Members

For more information, please contact 
Renee Clark, senior director of annual giving, 
at (800) 373-1717 or rclark@ngs.org.

From top: Grosvenor Council members Lavinia Touchton and Jeff Adberg, pictured 
with Society Chief Storytelling Officer Kaitlin Yarnall and Explorer Kiliii Yüyan, hosted 
“An Evening with National Geographic Explorer and Storyteller Kiliii Yüyan” in Seattle, 
WA, USA. Grosvenor Council members Leighton Tsai and Stacy Fong at a reception 
honoring Explorer Joel Sartore in Los Angeles, CA. Explorer Jennie Warmouth speaks with 
Grosvenor Council member Debra Fouts at a reception event. 
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For more information about the Society’s partnerships with 

corporations, foundations, and federal agencies, please contact 

Caroline Tippett, vice president of institutional partnerships, at 

(800) 373-1717 or ctippett@ngs.org.

* This list reflects active corporate partnerships as of 

December 31, 2023, including multiyear commitments.

L E A D  P A R T N E R

S I G N AT U R E  P A R T N E R

S T R AT E G I C  P A R T N E R S

S U P P O R T I N G  P A R T N E R S

Air New Zealand

Oracle Corporation The Walt Disney Company

 Bumble Inc. Manulife

Corporate Partnerships at the National Geographic 
Society engage leading corporations and their key 
stakeholders to advance our mission to illuminate 
and protect the wonder of our world. Leveraging 
the clear mission focus of NG Next, the Society 
invites companies to become strategic partners in 
our science, exploration, education and storytelling 
efforts to drive transformational change for people 
and the planet. With the support of our corporate 
partners, we can scale our science-based solutions 
to advance meaningful, lasting change. 

C O R P O R A T I O N S

As a global leader in information 
management services, Iron 
Mountain is proud to support 
the National Geographic Society, 
working together to digitize 
much of the Society’s archive. 
This collaboration will allow 
the Society to truly unlock its 
special collections, creating an 
open searchable resource for 
the public and sharing with 
the world not only the history 
of the Society but a global 
history created through the 
lens of National Geographic.

B I L L  M E A N E Y

Chief Executive Officer 
Iron Mountain

From top: A pair of monarchs on a goldenrod plant in Iowa, USA. 
Explorer Kiliii Yüyan photogaphs a giant clam (Tridacna gigas) in the 
reefs of Rock Islands Southern Lagoon, Palau. Brown boobies (Sula 
leucogaster) fly near the Saint Peter and Saint Paul Archipelago.  
Opposite page, top right: Fringing corals on the island of Niue, 
photographed as part of the Pristine Seas’ Global Expedition. 
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The generous support of foundations, institutional philanthropies and U.S. federal agencies enables 
National Geographic Explorers to deliver global impact with their work in science, exploration, 
education and storytelling in the six focus areas of Ocean, Land, Wildlife, Human Histories and Cultures, 
Space, and Planetary Health. Pivotal foundation funding in 2023 was received from the following: 

•	 The Bezos Earth Fund, Bloomberg 
Philanthropies, Inclusive Capital Partners 
Foundation, The Keith Campbell Foundation 
for the Environment, LGT Venture 
Philanthropy Foundation and Dutch Postcode 
Lottery provided funding to propel the 
Pristine Seas initiative toward its goal to 
help protect 30% of the ocean by 2030.

•	 With an investment from the Templeton 
World Charity Foundation, Inc., National 
Geographic launched a global search to 
identify and support three stellar researchers 
working with uncaged creatures on land, 
in the sea and in the air to learn more 
about the natural world and ourselves. 

•	 The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation committed 
funding to advance storytelling, engage and 
empower youth and provide storytelling 
training — with the combined desired impact 
to communicate the vital and compelling 
stories of global water challenges. 

•	 Funding from the Burroughs Wellcome Fund 
helped Explorer Anand Varma establish the 
WonderLab in Berkeley, California, a space 
to experiment with new ways to present 
science with a sense of awe and wonder.

•	 Lyda Hill Philanthropies provided inaugural 
funding for the Lee Berger Human Origins 
Endowment, helping to support the next 
chapter of paleoanthropology in South 
Africa and beyond in perpetuity. 

•	 After a successful launch, the Slingshot 
Challenge, a competition to encourage 
13-18-year-olds to submit solutions to 
solve environmental problems and create 

a better world, embarked on its second 
year with continued support from the 
Paul G. Allen Family Foundation. 

•	 The William Randolph Hearst Foundation 
funded Photo Camps in the United 
States, providing support for the 
inaugural Photo Camp alumni class, which 
celebrated the program’s 20-year history 
by bringing together a community of 
youth peers from around the world. 

•	 With support from the John Templeton 
Foundation, the National Geographic Society 
will identify and support storytellers as they 
investigate the deepest questions of our 
humanity and universe, aiming to inspire 
awe, spark wonder and cultivate curiosity. 

F O U N D A T I O N S  A N D  F E D E R A L  A G E N C I E S

Our mission at the Dutch Postcode 
Lottery is to provide resources needed 
for organizations to create a fair, greener 
and healthier world. We are pleased to 
support National Geographic Pristine Seas 
because it aligns so well with our mission. 
Pristine Seas supports communities and 
governments around the world to establish 
marine protected areas, a mission that 
is vitally important to us. The work of 
Pristine Seas enables marine life to thrive, 
supporting coastal communities and the 
health of the ocean for generations to come. 

M A R I E K E  R O D E N H U I S

Head of Charities

Dutch Postcode Lottery
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It has been a tremendous privilege to serve on the 
National Geographic Society’s Board of Trustees. 
Every day I am inspired by the Explorers who are 
in the field working to create a healthier planet, 
the storytellers who are illuminating the critical 
issues of our times, and the educators who are 
instilling curiosity about the world and the drive 
to find solutions in their students. The donors 
and partners who generously support our work 
are truly helping to change the world, creating 
a brighter future for this planet we call home.

D E B O R A H  L E H R

National Geographic Society Trustee 
Hubbard Council Member

The clear waters of the Tongareva atoll in the 
Cook Islands, photographed as part of the 
Pristine Seas’ Global Expedition.
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O U R  2 0 2 3  L E A D E R S H I P

N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  S O C I E T Y  S E N I O R  L E A D E R S H I P

Jill Tiefenthaler
Chief Executive Officer

Shannon P. Bartlett
Chief Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer

Crystal Brown
Chief Communications, Marketing and Brand Officer

Kristi Craig
Chief Investment Officer

Mara Dell
Chief Human Resources Officer

Emily Dunham
Chief Campus and Experiences Officer

Deborah R. Grayson
Chief Education Officer

Ian Miller
Chief Science and Innovation Officer

Alex Moen
Chief Explorer Engagement Officer

Kara Ramirez Mullins
Chief Advancement Officer

Sumeet Seam
Chief Legal Officer

Jason Southern
Chief Technology and Information Officer

Michael L. Ulica
President and Chief Operating Officer 

Kim Waldron
Chief of Staff and Program Alignment

Kaitlin Yarnall
Chief Storytelling Officer

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Jean M. Case
Chairman

Katherine Bradley
Vice Chairman

Jill Tiefenthaler
Chief Executive Officer

Brendan P. Bechtel
Afsaneh Beschloss 
Ángel Cabrera
Elizabeth Comstock
Joseph DeSimone
Paula Kahumbu
Deborah Lehr
Claudia Madrazo
Kevin J. Maroni
Strive Masiyiwa
Dina Powell McCormick
Mark C. Moore
George Muñoz
Nancy E. Pfund
Frederick J. Ryan, Jr.
Rajiv Shah
Ellen Stofan
Anthony A. Williams
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T H A N K  Y O U
The National Geographic Society’s work to illuminate and protect 
the wonder of our world is more important than ever, but we 
can’t do it alone. Your support of our Explorer-led programs 
around the world is making a difference every day, helping 
these changemakers restore balance between humanity and 
the natural world, preserve cultural treasures, and inspire a new 
generation to become the scientists, storytellers and educators 
who will lead the way in building a better future. Thank you for 
your continued dedication to our Explorers and our mission.
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Monarchs gather by the millions in a high-
elevation fir forest in El Rosario Monarch 
Butterfly Sanctuary, Michoacán, Mexico.
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G I V E  O N L I N E

Fast, simple and secure. A gift of any size 

can be made online at give.ngs.org/report. 

You will receive an email confirmation 

of your gift and a mailed receipt. 

800-373-1717  

nationalgeographic.org

G I V E  B Y  M A I L

Send a check in any amount to:  

National Geographic Society 

Advancement Office 

1145 17th Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036-4688 

USA 
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