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Cover image: Red-billed oxpeckers create a winged dance around a giraffe 
in Kenya’s Olare Motorogi Conservancy.

This page’s image: A view of the sky above the Grand Canyon shortly after 
sunset with the Big Dipper, Polaris and Cassiopeia constellations visible, 

and the path of the International Space Station traced overhead. 32
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Dear Friends,

The magic of the National Geographic Society often 
begins with moments of connection. An image 
connects us to a fragile landscape. A fossil connects us 
to an ancient creature. A National Geographic Explorer 
connects us to ideas that challenge us to look closer.

Connection is where curiosity transforms 
into commitment.

In 2025, that commitment fueled a historic milestone: 
the highest level of philanthropic support in the 
Society’s 138-year history. This extraordinary generosity 
signals something profound. At a time of accelerating 
global challenges, our community of supporters 
— individuals, foundations, partners and others 
worldwide — chose to invest in the enduring power 
of science, exploration, education and storytelling 
to illuminate and protect the wonder of our world.

We each come to the mission in different ways. Some 
are moved by evocative photography, others are drawn 
to rigorous field research or the spark of impact in the 
classroom. When our interests and passions converge, 
they have an incredible multiplier effect. The pages 
that follow tell the story of collective impact, led 
by Explorers working in more than 140 countries.

In 2025, another powerful engine for collective action 
was strategic partnerships. With The Walt Disney 
Company, our Explorers’ work reached billions of 
people, turning discovery into a shared human 
experience. With Rolex, Explorer-led expeditions 
advanced our understanding of vital systems that 
support life on Earth. Through the Slingshot Challenge, 
supported by Allen Family Philanthropies, more than 
5,000 young innovators across 96 countries joined 
a growing, global network of solution-seekers.

At the same time, historic commitments from the 
Chubb Charitable Foundation and Lilly Endowment 
Inc. are helping us protect critical ecosystems 

where land meets water and open our archives 
to ensure the wonder of our world is not only 
preserved but also shared across generations.

This momentum is shaping our most visionary 
chapter yet, inviting millions more to 
participate in exploration and our mission.

In 2026, the National Geographic Museum of 
Exploration opens at our Washington, D.C., 
headquarters. The Museum is the ultimate expression 
of what shared belief can build. Within its walls, 
visitors will not only see discovery; they will feel it: 
the questions, research, setbacks, breakthroughs, 
stories and sparks that started it all. What once lived 
primarily in the pages of the magazine and on screens 
will become immediate, immersive and unforgettable.

With the incredible support of our Base Camp Founding 
Donors and the National Geographic community, 
the Museum invites us all to trace the path from 
curiosity to connection to action — to see ourselves 
as part of something larger. Because when we foster 
real connections, those moments change us.

And when enough of us are changed, 
the world changes too.

We are profoundly grateful to every one of our 
supporters for making history with us this year. Thank 
you for your connection to this mission, to our global 
community and to the future we are building together.

With gratitude,

Jill Tiefenthaler 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Geographic Society

Explorer Tiago Falótico walks in front of a rocky formation in Serra da 
Capivara National Park, Brazil, situated in the Caatinga biome. 5
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6
A diver explores Lagoa Misteriosa, one of Brazil’s 

deepest phreatic caves.
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We did not do this alone. Our philanthropic partners 
invested in our mission in countless ways: they 
joined a growing community, built relationships with 
Explorers to accelerate their work, fostered new and 
larger partnerships, and expanded our reach and 
impact. In 2025, their commitment also resulted in 
an unparalleled year of fundraising, propelling us to 
new heights as a global nonprofit. Our partners are 
essential to our success, and we are deeply grateful.

It is both remarkable and humbling to reflect 
on the National Geographic Society’s 138-year 
journey. We have stood the test of time because 
we have remained true to a legacy of nonpartisan, 
optimistic, science-based exploration. It is a legacy 
stewarded by visionary leaders who shaped this 
organization, including my predecessor Jean 
Case. Through her transformational leadership, 
passion for National Geographic, and extraordinary 
imagination and resolve, Jean made invaluable, 
lasting contributions to our progress. A fuller tribute 
to her decade of service to the Society follows on 
page 100, but on behalf all of us: thank you, Jean.

As I begin my service as Board Chair, I do so with 
gratitude for the dedication and generosity 
exemplified by our National Geographic community.  
Your support enables us to find the Explorers who 
go first, and together, we can help them go further.

Sincerely,

Kevin J. Maroni  
Chair of the Board of Trustees 
National Geographic Society

Dear Friends, 

It is an honor to write to you for the first time as 
Chair of the Board of Trustees of the National 
Geographic Society. I began my term in December 
of 2025 at a moment of extraordinary progress 
and opportunity for our organization.

National Geographic is focused on identifying 
the next generation of Explorers, building Explorer 
impact, and sharing that impact to illuminate 
and protect the wonder of our world. We believe 
inspiration is a motivation for care and action, 
and over the past year, that belief has translated 
into significant strides forward for the Society.

In 2025, the Society awarded more than 100 new 
grants, supporting over 560 Explorer-led projects 
worldwide. Our community pushed the boundaries 
of knowledge, authoring nearly 600 scientific 
publications, and celebrated historic conservation 
milestones — from a landmark decision to preserve 
vital wetlands in Angola to the protection of 6.9 
million square kilometers of ocean. Through our 
partnership with Disney, we elevated our Explorers 
and mission work to hundreds of millions globally. 
A standout moment was the success of “Secrets 
of the Penguins,” featuring 2025 Rolex National 
Geographic Explorers of the Year Pablo (Popi) 
Garcia Borboroglu and Bertie Gregory, which 
reached audiences in more than 100 countries.

Finally, we made significant progress on 
our new Museum of Exploration (MOE) in 
Washington, D.C., opening this year, in time for 
America’s 250th anniversary. The MOE will be 
more than a celebration of our past, it will be 
a gateway to our future: convening Explorers, 
connecting partners, and inspiring visitors.
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Our Mission
The National Geographic Society uses 
the power of science, exploration, 
education and storytelling to illuminate 
and protect the wonder of our world.

Our Vision
By 2030, the National Geographic Society 
will be known globally for its bold and 
impactful Explorer-led programs that 
spark curiosity in hundreds of millions 
of people, inspiring them to learn 
about, care for and protect our world.

Our Theory 
of Impact
At the National Geographic Society, 
we often say science and exploration 
are our foundation, and storytelling 
and education are our superpowers. 
We deeply value the importance of 
planetary stewardship and the urgent 
need to protect our planet. Of equal 
importance is our belief that when 
people understand our world and have 
an emotional connection to its natural 
and cultural wonders, they’ll take 
action to support and protect them. 98

The Mts. Iglit-Baco National Park is home to the largest 
remaining population of the critically-endangered 
tamaraw, found only on Mindoro Island in the Philippines.
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OUR 

IMPACT
It is thanks to the generous and dedicated support of donors, 
partners and communities that our Explorers are able to 
make a positive impact for our planet and its people. 

The Society’s supporters fuel the actions that define exploration: those 
that spark curiosity, ask probing questions, launch novel projects and 
seek meaningful solutions. Our Society supporters spur collaborations 
while allowing the Society to leverage its own strengths, including telling 
extraordinary stories that drive change. They unleash the Explorer 
Mindset — the attitudes, skills and knowledge that Explorers use to 
find solutions to the world’s most challenging problems. Above all else, 
those who support the Society elevate our mission, equating to tangible 
outcomes and lasting impact on a local, national and global scale.

10
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Throughout our history, the National Geographic Society has forged 
meaningful, action-oriented partnerships that enable us to push the 
boundaries of exploration and achieve critical impact worldwide. 
Across the public and private sectors, we unite around common 
visions for a better future and build pathways to make it possible. 

First and foremost, our collaboration with The Walt Disney Company plays 
a crucial role in our global impact. Our joint venture ensures Explorer 
work reaches a wider audience and establishes a reliable revenue stream, 
allowing the Society to direct 100% of all philanthropic contributions to our 
Explorers and impact work. In 2025, we made great strides in developing our 
approach together with Disney colleagues, aligning on goals and messaging 
to engage external partners more effectively and in a more streamlined way.

As our longest-standing philanthropic partner, Rolex has helped the 
Society drive impact for more than 70 years, harnessing exploration and 
scientific discovery to protect the planet. Today, Rolex and National 
Geographic continue that work to safeguard the world’s most fragile 
and essential ecosystems through Perpetual Planet Expeditions.

Partnerships are not only a critical and sustainable source of funding; 
they also drive the Society’s broader impact through strategic 
connections that unlock the wealth of expertise in our ecosystem 
and capitalize on our convening power. With a partnership strategy 
focused on the “Fewer, Bigger, Better” approach, we are working 
to cultivate high-impact partnerships that maximize both our 
reach and our capacity to deliver transformational outcomes.

2025 proved to be a landmark year for partnership at the Society. 
We deepened our work with current partners and launched several 
new relationships that will shape the future of the Society and our 
Explorers’ impact around the world. We also relied on the partnership 
of our trustees and volunteer leaders, who helped move the needle 
for our comprehensive campaign by engaging their networks and 
serving as champions for the Society’s mission and vision.

Together, the Society and our partners are marshaling cutting-
edge innovation and sharing expertise to drive positive impact that 
benefits both people and the planet. These relationships represent 
a mutual long-term commitment to advancing sustainable solutions, 
inspiring leadership across industries, and setting a new standard for 
how philanthropists, businesses, governments and nonprofits can 
work together to create transformative change on a global scale.

Sunset in the Picos de la Luna in Chihuahua, Mexico. 



IMPACT OF 

PARTNERSHIP S

DISNEY

ROLEX

Clockwise from left: Explorer Alex Schnell surfaces after a dive 
observing a coconut octopus on the Lembeh Strait in Indonesia for the 
National Geographic documentary series “Secrets of the Octopus,”  
now streaming on Disney+. National Geographic Society Board of 
Trustees members Rajiv Shah and Deborah Lehr at the Society’s 
International Explorers Festival in Lima, Peru. Explorer and Wayfinder 
Award recipient Badru “Mwezi” Mugerwa rigs a motion-triggered 
camera in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda. Society CEO 
Jill Tiefenthaler and Chief Explorer Engagement Officer Alex Moen 
stand with Wayfinder Awardee Hana Raza at 2025 Explorers Festival. 
Participants in the Society’s leadership giving expedition to India 
pose for a group photo in front of the Taj Mahal. Society CEO Jill 
Tiefenthaler with Nancy and James Schumann during a hard hat tour 
at Base Camp. A research team travels aboard a Zodiac boat toward 
the coast of Antarctica as part of the National Geographic and Rolex 
Perpetual Planet Southern Ocean Expedition.

CAMPAIGN DONORS
MEMBERS OF OUR 
GIVING SOCIETIE S

BOARD OF TRUSTEE S EXPLORERS

FUNDING 
PARTNERS 1312
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This page and opposite page: Artist’s renderings of the National 
Geographic Museum of Exploration opening in 2026.

MUSEUM OF EXPLORATION

Thanks to the remarkable generosity of our donors and partners, the 
National Geographic Society’s next chapter is nearly here. The new 
Museum of Exploration (MOE) leverages state-of-the-art technology 
and National Geographic’s world-class storytelling expertise to transform 
our headquarters into a global hub for exploration — not only for 
Explorers but also for all who are curious about the world. Thanks to the 
meticulous planning and vision of our team, every inch of the Museum 
is primed to immerse visitors in the wonders of our world and the work 
of our Explorers, showcasing our mission in entirely new ways.

The MOE quadruples the size of our public spaces as part of the largest 
physical transformation in the Society’s history. This year saw dramatic 
progress across the new building’s interior and exterior, from laying the 
terrazzo floors to installing the curved architecture of the ash wood 
millwork to proudly mounting the “National Geographic” sign on top of 
the Pavilion. In addition, some of the extraordinary details of the Museum 
began to fall into place, including the arrival of large exhibit objects 
like the replica of Sylvia Earle’s JIM suit and the filling of our courtyard 
planters with native plant species that will represent diverse ecosystems. 

The Society also forged new partnerships and programs that will provide 
a foundation for the Museum’s impact for decades to come. A historic 
gift from Lilly Endowment Inc. will support The Archives at the MOE and 
open access to the Society’s extensive archives through digitization and 
community engagement. In addition, new commitments from partners 
like EPAM and The Bill and Donna Marriott Foundation, as well as from 
our community of Base Camp Founding Donors, which grew to over 20 
members in 2025, helped make the vision for a reimagined Base Camp a 
reality. We also launched a brand new membership program, ensuring 
all our Museum visitors can stay engaged with the Society and join us 
in our mission to illuminate and protect the wonder of our world. 

The MOE spotlights how our Explorers are shaping a more sustainable 
future — and is also its own engine to catalyze change. We aim for every 
visitor to leave not only informed, but also inspired and filled with a sense of 
possibility. Through their time at the MOE, we hope they will see themselves 
as part of our global community of changemakers, carrying our mission out 
into the world. By connecting visitors of all ages with our incredible planet 
and the inspiring Explorers working to protect it, we will foster a new force 
for good. We can’t wait to welcome you inside when the doors open in 2026.

1514
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BY THE  

NUMBERS

$208.1M
raised in new commitments from our incredible, growing community of 
supporters, elevating the work of National Geographic Explorers

156,000
educators and learners of all ages reached 
and impacted through immersive education 
programs and experiences, scholarly 
articles, and learning design solutions

100,000
audience members engaged through 45 
student matinees and 115 performances of  
National Geographic Live in cities across North 
America, a direct reflection of our vision to spark 
curiosity in hundreds of millions of people

3
new Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) designated in 
2025 with support from Pristine Seas’ research and 
advocacy, bringing the total number of MPAs created 
with the program’s support to 31 and highlighting 
our commitment to critical marine ecosystems

Shimmering golden dorados swim in the Rio da 
Prata in Brazil. 

568
active Explorer projects in 2025 expanded our 
discoveries within the six impact focus areas 
of Ocean, Land, Wildlife, Human Histories 
and Cultures, Planetary Health, and Space

9,249 MILES
furthest the National Geographic  
Society’s flag traveled from Base  
Camp, demonstrating the diverse  
primary fieldwork locations 
for Explorer-led projects

600 
Explorers supported by the Exploration 
Technology Lab in 2025, and hundreds of wild 
animals observed via Lab-driven, advanced 
tools such as bioacoustic devices and camera 
systems for conservation and education efforts 1716
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Since 1888, the National Geographic Society has invested in bold 

people and transformative ideas, providing more than 15,000 

grants for work across all seven continents. In 2025, the Society 

continued to push the boundaries of exploration, supporting the 

expansive, global initiatives of Explorers as illustrated in this map.

2025  

GRANTS MAP

NORTH
AMERICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

AFRICA

ASIA
EUROPE

AUSTRALIA

ANTARCTICA

NORTH
AMERICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

AFRICA

ASIA
EUROPE

AUSTRALIA

ANTARCTICA
2025 Fieldwork Locations 
by Country or Area
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77%

5%

18%

Program 
Expenses

Fundraising

Management 
and General

TOTAL EXPENSES

2025 Financial Summary

SUMMARY STATEMENT 
OF ACTIVITIES

Support and Revenue

Product and other educational sales $4,933 

Licensing $23,091 

Contributions and grants $189,719

Investment distribution to fund operations $117,068 

Total Support and Revenue $334,811

Expenses

Storytelling and outreach $83,948 

Scientific research and exploration $65,405 

Education $23,805 

Program Expenses $173,158 

Management and general $41,448 

Fundraising $10,186 

Total Operating Expenses $224,792 

Operating Income $110,019

Income tax benefit $23,103  

Investment distribution to fund operations ($117,068)

Non-operating activities* $313,178

Change in Net Assets  $329,259

Net Assets, Beginning of Year  $2,151,017 

Net Assets, End of Year $2,480,276 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL 
POSITION

Cash and cash equivalents $235,221 

Receivables, prepaids and other assets, net $134,203 

Deferred tax assets $19,720 

Investments (including endowments) $2,191,551 

Property and equipment, net $357,178 

Total Assets $2,937,873 

Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $57,263

Deferred revenue and refundable advances $9,925 

Loan payable $292,431 

Pension and postretirement benefits $11,954 

Deferred tax liabilities $73,269

Other liabilities $12,755

Total Liabilities $457,597

Total Net Assets $2,480,276

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $2,937,873

National Geographic Society Consolidated Statements (in thousands)

100%
of contributions fund Explorers 
and mission-driven programs

*Non-operating activities primarily consist of net realized 
and unrealized investment gains and losses and pension and 
postretirement activity.

The Society achieved a year of significant financial accomplishment in 2025. This success resulted 
from historic fundraising achievements and a robust 20% annualized return from the investment 
portfolio. Strategic enhancements to our capital structure further positioned the organization, 
providing great financial flexibility and liquidity. We concluded the fiscal year with exceptional 
financial strength and our commitment to advancing our mission and investing in core programs 
continues. This strong foundation uniquely equips the Society to expand our global impact as 
we open our new Museum of Exploration. We extend our deepest gratitude to our dedicated 
donors and partners for supporting these important efforts.” 

DARIEN WRIGHT 
Chief Financial and Operating Officer 
National Geographic Society

 Installing a bat box on a tree near Ranomafana National Park, Madagascar, as 
part of a project exploring bats’ efficacy as natural pest controllers. 2120
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IMPACT AND 

FOCUS AREAS
National Geographic Explorers are bold visionaries who deepen our 
understanding of the Society’s six focus areas of Ocean, Land, Wildlife, 
Human Histories and Cultures, Planetary Health, and Space. These focus 
areas align with our dedication to protect and restore the health of our 
planet, from diverse ecosystems and critical landscapes to majestic wildlife 
and human experiences. Explorers activated across the six areas advance 
knowledge, drive change, uncover mysteries and propel advocacy. 

With hundreds of Explorer-led projects across the globe, the Society 
relies on the leadership and generosity of philanthropic partners for 
their continued investments in the successes of our Explorers and 
their innovations that boldly shape the future of life on Earth.
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23An aerial view of Dominica’s rugged east coast, near the village of Rosalie.



OCEAN
FOCUS AREA

2.7M 
social media users gaining a deeper 
understanding of protecting the world’s 
oceans by following Pristine Seas 

OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS

26 
countries where the educational programs 
of Unplastify have been conducted, 
creating change agents around the globe

3.6M 
social media post impressions 
for World Ocean DayThis page: Dominica’s reefs are home to various coral types, including vibrant 

soft corals. Opposite page: The National Geographic Pristine Seas submersible, 
the Argonauta, allows team members to survey an underwater dropoff in Fiji. 2524
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Pristine Seas 
National Geographic Pristine Seas is an exploration, 
research and filmmaking project that inspires 
the creation of marine protected areas (MPAs) 
around the world. Founded and led by National 
Geographic Explorer in Residence Enric Sala, 
the project partners with local communities 
and global stakeholders to create the largest 
marine reserves on Earth, which cover more 
than 6.9 million square kilometers of ocean. 

In 2025, Pristine Seas helped to create three new 
marine protected areas, bringing the total to 31 
since the project launched in 2008. These “national 
parks of the sea” preserve the wonders of the 
ocean while increasing the food supply, providing 
economic benefits and building resilience 
against global warming. The newly announced 
2025 areas include the remote northern atolls 
of Bikar and Bokak in the Marshall Islands; two 
remote coral reefs in the Caribbean Sea; and the 
world’s first sperm whale reserve in Dominica.   

Pristine Seas also made waves this year by 
coproducing the groundbreaking film “Ocean 
with David Attenborough.” Enric served as an 
executive producer and scientific advisor for the 
film, which features the most detailed, cinematic 
footage of bottom trawling ever captured. The film 
premiered in theaters in May and began streaming 
on National Geographic Channel, Disney+ and 
Hulu in June. While “Ocean” highlights the 
alarming decline of marine biodiversity over 

the past century, the film also reinforces that 
recovery is possible, showcasing examples of 
marine life rebounding when left alone. The 
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation, the Don 
Quixote Foundation and Revive Our Ocean are 
also co-producers of the film. Moving forward, 
Pristine Seas will use this film as part of its work to 
inspire leaders around the world to ban bottom 
trawling in existing MPAs. Ever dedicated to 
the next generation of changemakers, National 
Geographic is providing the film free of charge 
to educators worldwide for classroom use. 

In 2025, in partnership with Fiji’s Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change, the Ministry of 
Fisheries and Forests, the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs, 
and Blue Prosperity Fiji, Pristine Seas also dove deep 
into Fiji’s waters to fill data gaps about marine life in 
the Yasawas, the Great Sea Reef and the Ringgolds. 
Aboard the expedition, deep sea specialists 
focused on revealing secrets of the planet’s least 
studied and least known ecosystem. The team’s 
upcoming scientific report will equip government 
leaders with the data they need to make 
informed decisions regarding ocean protection.

Another major achievement for the year is the 
publication of a paper about the discovery of a new 
species of coral by marine scientist Juan Mayorga 
and marine biologist Luisa Dueñas while on 
expedition in Colombia. Distichopora yurupariensis 
is a pale pink color with a unique skeleton 
structure created by tiny overlapping plates. 

My only goal here has been to 
learn as much as possible about 
how we can safely monitor and 
protect our oceans. Working with 
National Geographic scientists, 
local partners and the Council of 
Chiefs, I know the outcome of the 
expedition can be used to serve 
the people of Rotuma, the island 
and the ocean.”

ALICIA EMBERSON-SEMISI
Scientist from Rotuma who joined 
Pristine Seas’ expedition in 2025

In 2025, Pristine Seas partnered with Rituals 
Cosmetics to support the team’s efforts to 
restore ocean health and productivity, helping 
improve the livelihoods of coastal communities 
and foster climate resilience. Through 
their 10% Profit Pledge, Rituals commits to 
advancing work that improves the well-being 
of people and the planet, demonstrating 
an investment from a business leader that 
moves the needle on marine conservation.

The National Geographic Society acknowledges 
the leadership donors who have contributed 
to Pristine Seas and its many initiatives to 
safeguard the world’s oceans, including Beagle 
Charitable Foundation, Allison Bennington, Bezos 
Earth Fund, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Disney 
Conservation Fund, Don Quixote Foundation, 
The Enrico Foundation, the Heinz Family 
Foundation, LGT Venture Philanthropy, Lindblad 
Expeditions–National Geographic Fund, The Look 
and See Foundation, Oracle, Philip Stephenson 
Foundation, Postcode Lottery Netherlands, 
Rituals Cosmetics, Serventi Family Foundation, 
Tanka Foundation, Ted and Michele Waitt–TTMMC 
Fund, UBS Optimus Foundation, the Walmart 
Foundation and with support from Google.org.

Project CETI 
As a science and conservation initiative, 
Project CETI (Cetacean Translation Initiative) 
is applying advanced machine learning and 

state-of-the-art gentle robotics to listen to 
and decode sperm whale communication. 
Project CETI has engineered non-invasive, bio-
inspired robotics to record sound and visual 
information, advancing the field’s ability to 
connect data and study our natural world. 

In 2025, Project CETI activated the CETI Glider 
System, which encompasses a whale recording 
unit, sharing information on whales and taking 
new commands from the team as needed. 
This allows specific whales, such as mothers 
and calf pairs, to be recorded for days, even 
if they travel for hundreds of kilometers. 

Additional custom technologies include bio-
inspired, hydrodynamic whale tags that utilize 
custom-designed, gentle suction cups to enable 
up to three days of streamed data collection. The 
sensors include GPS positioning to facilitate tag 
recovery once it detaches from the whale. A newly 
developed whale heart sensor embedded in the 
suction cups produces electrocardiogram signals 
that allow CETI researchers to better understand 
whale physiology, health and sleep, and to 
integrate it into sperm whale language models.

CETI drones — also activated in 2025 — utilize 
the whales’ echolocation clicks and the data 
collected by underwater acoustic sensors 
to guide drone flight patterns, allowing the 
CETI field team to tag the whales gently and 
avoid getting close to the animals in a boat.

Left to right: A clown anemonefish on a coral reef in Raja Ampat, 
Indonesia. Local scientist Alicia Emberson-Semisi prepares to 
survey the waters of Rotuma Island in Fiji with the Pristine Seas 
team. Pristine Seas team member Dan Beecham swims above a 
reef near Dravuni Island in Fiji. Explorer and Project CETI biology 
lead Shane Gero and graduate student Mapal Ishay collect data 
on sperm whales off the coast of Dominica. A group of sperm 
whales swim in the waters of Dominica. Explorer and Project 
CETI founder David Gruber with team members Odel Harve and 
Darren Gibbons.

Together, we can protect the 
world’s most vibrant and diverse 
marine ecosystems and help 
communities thrive. We are proud 
to partner with Pristine Seas in its 
critical work to restore the ocean.”

ANTHA WILLIAMS
Who leads the Environment Program 
at Bloomberg Philanthropies

This groundbreaking research is taking place in 
Dominica in the Eastern Caribbean, and it may 
eventually be scaled to study sperm whale culture 
and language worldwide. Established goals 
for the future include improving CETI’s custom 
technologies to enable greater data collection 
and developing global arts and youth programs 
to bring CETI’s research and mission to a broad 
audience and inspire action for the ocean. 

Thanks to the contributions of Tatiana Kaletsch, 
Chris Larsen and Lyna Lam, Lauren Hannan 
Shafer, Standard Industries, Emanuel Stern, and 
other donors, the National Geographic Society 
is able to support this bold effort to understand 
and conserve these magnificent animals. 
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Unplastify

National Geographic Explorer Agustina “Tati” 
Besada founded Unplastify in recognition that the 
key to a healthier ocean and planet isn’t just plastic 
recycling, but also the prevention of plastic use.

Since its launch, the Unplastify Education Integral 
Program – Worldwide has engaged over 250 
educators directly to build awareness and develop 
solutions to combat plastic pollution in our ocean. 
This has reached over 5,000 students and 474 
schools and facilitated the reduction of over 75 tons 
of single-use plastic in Unplastify project areas.

As an educational program, Unplastify goes 
beyond awareness to teach youth a framework 
for addressing complex issues across a variety 
of contexts. The program builds skills for 
future resiliency by teaching the process of 

solutioning while also creating channels for those 
learners to enact ideas important to their own 
communities. In doing so, Unplastify creates 
a learning pathway that positions learners as 
positive change agents for the rest of their lives. 

Unplastify’s work is supported by the Lindblad 
Expeditions-National Geographic Fund, which 
receives support from travelers aboard National 
Geographic-Lindblad Expeditions voyages. 
These contributions include grant allocations 
covering the full cost of expanding the program 
on a global scale. In 2025, the Unplastify team 
had the opportunity to amplify the Unplastify 
program and its mission while on board Lindblad 
vessels in the Galápagos. Also, this year, National 
Geographic Partners supported Unplastify through 
a speaker series in Mexico City that introduced 
hundreds of educators to the Unplastify program.

This page: Explorer Agustina “Tati” Besada, co-founder of 
Unplastify, pictured with winners of the Unplastify Challenge. 
Opposite page: Explorer Tati Besada aboard the sailboat on which 
she has twice crossed the Atlantic Ocean to research ocean plastics 
and identify scalable solutions. 2928
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1 
transformative partnership to help 
communities reimagine how our food system 
can nourish both people and the planet 

16K 
visitors learning more about the World 
Freshwater Initiative on the National 
Geographic Society website

100K+ 
social media followers witnessing the  
importance of the ecological services provided  
by the Okavango wetland ecosystem

OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS

LAND
FOCUS AREA

This page: Cacao farmer Noe Borase on his farm in Mutsora, South Kivu, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Opposite page: Sprinkler systems irrigate 

farmland in the Imperial Valley, an arid region in California that receives the most 
water from the Colorado River Basin. 3130
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Okavango Eternal Partnership 
Okavango Eternal is addressing one of the 
most critical conservation challenges in 
Africa: protecting the source waters of the 
Okavango Delta and the lives and livelihoods 
they support. Okavango Eternal, a partnership 
between the National Geographic Society 
and De Beers Group and led by National 
Geographic Explorer Steve Boyes, accelerates 
the work of the National Geographic Okavango 
Wilderness Project (NGOWP). The partnership 
maintained steady momentum throughout 
2025, highlighted by the successful launch 
and full activation of the Nkashi Knowledge 
Center in the village of Beetsha, Botswana. 

The Nkashi Knowledge Center is more than 
a physical building. It’s a vital community 
resource that fosters cross-generational 
learning, hosts sustainable livelihood trainings, 
convenes the emerging scientists and 
conservation storytellers of the Okavango 
region, and celebrates the region’s languages, 
cultures and traditions so they live on.

The Nkashi Knowledge Center was intentionally 
built in Beetsha — a remote community in the 
Okavango Delta’s Eastern Panhandle. It was 
a critical placement to ensure education and 
opportunity reach deeper into the Delta. 

The Center’s opening in April was attended 
by ministerial, village, Society and De Beers 
leadership in a celebration of this unique 
space. It shed light on what is made possible 
by the incredible long-term partnerships of the 
NGOWP team comprised of National Geographic 
Explorers, partners at the Wild Bird Trust, and 
an interdisciplinary team of scientists and other 
experts from the region and around the world.

The first Nkashi Knowledge Center, previously 
opened in Maun, has already welcomed 3,000 
visitors, including students, scientists and 
storytellers for training, workshops and community 
events, with the same impact expected in Beetsha.

The Society thanks De Beers Group for 
its support of Okavango Eternal, an 
impactful partnership to secure sustainable 
protection of the Okavango Basin.

Food for Tomorrow

In 2025, the National Geographic Society, in 
collaboration with PepsiCo, fully activated Food for 
Tomorrow, an 18-month pilot program focused on 
regenerative agriculture. This program supports an 
extraordinary set of Explorers diving into the future 
of food through breathtaking imagery, moving 
stories of farmers and researchers leading change in 
their communities, and applied scientific research.

The partnership unites the Society’s scientific 
expertise and world-class storytelling with PepsiCo’s 
expansive scale and leadership in contributing 
to a more sustainable food system. The program 
adds agriculture to our storytelling and science 
grant portfolios and marks the Society’s first 
such collaboration with a global food and drink 
company. The pilot offers an opportunity to 
expand relationships with key influencers in 
the land-based food system at large, including 
environmental changemakers, agricultural 
researchers, other food and beverage companies 
actively investing in more sustainable farming and 
supply chains, farmer support organizations, and, 
importantly, farming communities themselves. 

The launch resulted in significant early indicators 
of interest, demonstrating the early success of the 
initiative. The metrics include over 45,000 unique 
visitors to the Food for Tomorrow website and 2,200 
applications received in response to the Food For 
Tomorrow program’s Science Request for Proposals 
from researchers, community organizations 
and social enterprises across 140 countries. 

Additional outcomes highlighting the program’s 
interest include a collaboration between National 
Geographic and Disney that resulted in over 
40 million views and 232,000 engagements 
with regenerative agriculture content, as well 
as Explorer fieldwork on more than 30 farms 
across nine countries and eight diverse crop 

systems that spotlighted frontline farmers 
adopting regenerative agriculture.

The Society thanks PepsiCo for its collaboration 
in launching Food for Tomorrow and our 
shared ambition to inspire positive change 
throughout the global food system.

World Freshwater Initiative
The Society’s World Freshwater Initiative is 
designed to inspire and enact sustainable 
freshwater action. The two central components 
are the World Water Map — a one-of-a-kind data-
powered geovisualization of the world’s freshwater 
supplies and demands — and complementary 
grants in storytelling, education and science. 

Strong partnerships are the foundation of 
this initiative. In 2022, National Geographic 
collaborated with Esri and Utrecht University to 
create the World Water Map. Since then, the team 
has enhanced the Map with global freshwater 
scarcity hotspots, future climate scenarios and 
grantee projects. An enhanced map, World Water 
Map: Insights, also allows users to download 
the raw data and create their own scenarios. 

The Society’s Freshwater Storytelling Request 
for Proposals, supported by another partnership 
with the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, funds 
freshwater-based storytelling projects that 

Left to right: A dance group performs at the opening of the 
Beetsha Nkashi Knowledge Center in Beetsha, Botswana. An 
elephant at sunset in Chobe National Park, Botswana. Explorer 
Pablo Albarenga with local collaborator, I Wayan Tilik Jati, 
photographing a rice field in Bali, Indonesia, for Food for 
Tomorrow. Explorer Pablo Albarenga inspects grains in a rice field 
in Bali, Indonesia, for Food for Tomorrow. In Indonesia, an embung 
reservoir conserves water supply during dry seasons. Young 
hibiscus plants on a community farm in Senegal, photographed for 
Food for Tomorrow.

This year, De Beers marks five years of 
Okavango Eternal, an ongoing effort that we 
are proud to be a part of. This programme 
forms part of a broader collaborative effort to 
safeguard more than 13 million acres around 
the headwaters of the Okavango River Basin 
through a combination of scientific insight 
and community-led conservation.

The Okavango Basin is one of Africa’s most 
precious and biodiverse ecosystems, spanning 
the natural diamond-producing nations of 
Angola, Botswana and Namibia. Grounded in 
local knowledge, traditions and stewardship, 
Okavango Eternal contributes to the protection 
of this irreplaceable landscape while enabling 
livelihoods that exist in balance with nature.

We are particularly proud to have contributed 
to the case for Ramsar designation for Lisima Lya 
Mwono earlier this year, helping to secure the 
future of this remarkable environment and ensure 
it continues to thrive for generations to come.”

SANDRINE CONSEILLER
CEO De Beers Brands
De Beers Group

span the globe. They cover a range of topics 
from building community capacity and climate-
resilience solutions for agriculture to empowering 
youth to address water insecurity and promoting 
sustainable, place-based freshwater solutions. 

The Society received over 790 applications and 
awarded 10 grants in 2025 to stellar applicants. 
Highlights include Explorer Linh Pham’s work 
reporting on the challenges of water scarcity in 
Vietnam’s Mekong River Delta; Explorer Stuart 
Tibaweswa’s photography and data visualization 
project addressing environmental threats to 
Uganda’s Rwenzori mountains; and Explorer 
Marcos Zegers’ efforts to document water 
catchment systems based on fog collection in 
the planet’s driest region: the Atacama Desert.

The Society thanks the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation and Kevin J. Maroni for generously 
supporting the World Freshwater Initiative.

3332

IM
PA

C
T

 A
N

D
 F

O
C

U
S

 A
R

E
A

S
A

N
N

U
A

L
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 2

0
2

5



92.7M 
impressions of the Earth Month “Secrets of 
the Penguins” marketing campaign featuring 
National Geographic Explorers Bertie Gregory 
and Pablo “Popi” Garcia Borboroglu

17K+ 
species photographed as part of the 
National Geographic Photo Ark

2.7M 
views of Explorer Anand Varma’s WonderLab 
Photo of the Year, featured on the cover 
of National Geographic magazine and on 
the Society’s social media channels

OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS

This page: The distinctive feet of a blue-footed booby photographed on 
Isabela Island, Galápagos Islands, Ecuador. Opposite page: Explorer and 
primatologist Tiago Falótico photographs monkeys in Serra da Capivara 

National Park, Brazil.

WILDLIFE
FOCUS AREA

Cooperation between species is 
part of what makes life on Earth 
so rich.”

MAURICIO CANTOR
National Geographic Explorer 3534
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Photo Ark 
The National Geographic Photo Ark is a 
multiyear effort to document every species 
living in the world’s zoos, aquariums and wildlife 
sanctuaries; inspire action through education; 
and help protect wildlife by supporting 
on-the-ground conservation efforts. 

National Geographic Explorer and photographer 
Joel Sartore started the Photo Ark in his 
hometown of Lincoln, Nebraska, in 2006. Since 
then, he has visited more than 60 countries and 
photographed more than 17,000 species — and 
counting — in his quest to create a photo archive 
of global biodiversity. Using solid black-and-white 
backgrounds to create unique portraits without 
size comparisons, the Photo Ark gives each 
animal equal attention, allowing people to look 
deeply into the eyes of each creature and see why 
they are important and worthy of protection.

As the twentieth anniversary of the Photo 
Ark nears, and with generous support from 
Caroline D. Gabel, Shared Earth Foundation 
and RBC Foundation USA, the Society 
continues to illuminate this project. This year, 
we announced “Photo Ark: Animals of Earth” 
as the inaugural exhibition at the Museum 
of Exploration, which opens in summer 2026. 
Utilizing large-scale projections, captivating 
photographs, touch interactives and sensor-
driven interactives, this thoughtfully designed 
experience tells an incredible story and 

allows visitors to interact with the species 
featured in the Photo Ark like never before.

WonderLab 
Some of the most effective partnerships 
are those that model a relay race — 
picking up where another leaves off. 

WonderLab launched in 2023 thanks to National 
Geographic Explorer Anand Varma. Anand 
has devoted years of his life to developing 
innovative techniques — even building some 
of his own equipment — to create intimate, 
dramatic and surprising images of nature. 

Anand’s work has been shared on a massive 
scale, including in numerous stories for 
National Geographic magazine. In 2025, 
his visual story on the development of a 
chicken embryo earned the cover of National 
Geographic’s 2025 “Picture of the Year” issue.

A critical component of Anand’s work at 
WonderLab is empowering students to 
pursue their own sense of wonder. In 2025, he 
hosted 10 field trips serving 250 students and 
designed a camera kit for classrooms that was 
pilot-tested in schools across the country. 

An award-winning set companion, WonderLab 
Learning Resources, developed with Anand 
and published in National Geographic’s online 
repository of free education resources, amplifies 
WonderLab to educators and learners globally. 

Their biology-based subject matter ranges from 
the lifecycle of a jellyfish to the inside of a chicken 
egg. The aim is to help cultivate the mindset 
of an Explorer, including curiosity, empathy, 
empowerment, problem-solving and storytelling. 

With support from endowment funds, Explorer 
Brittney Beck collaborated with Anand to bring 
WonderLab Learning Resources to students across 
California. Building on WonderLab’s offerings, 
Brittney worked with the WonderLab team, 
additional Explorers and educators to create a 
targeted curriculum for classrooms. Together, they 
designed, piloted and evaluated the impact of 
the curriculum, with plans to further disseminate 
this powerful learning solution more broadly. 

The Society thanks the Burroughs Wellcome 
Fund for its generous support of WonderLab. 

Wildlife Intelligence Project
The Wildlife Intelligence Project proudly supports 
exceptional researchers diving into animal 
behavior and cognition. The three Explorers 
supported through this program — Felicity 
Muth, Mauricio Cantor and Tiago Falótico — are 
following in the footsteps of the late Jane Goodall, 
whose legacy inspired this program, by revealing 
how animals think, learn and make decisions. 
Their discoveries not only strengthen our ability 
to protect these species with compelling, 
science-driven evidence, but also deepen our 
understanding of our own place in nature and 
the responsibility we share in safeguarding it.

In 2025, the Wildlife Intelligence Project 
collaborated with the Society’s Exploration 
Technology Lab, with the Lab providing bespoke 
technology and scientific support. The end result 
was engineered durable silicone bracelet-style 
GPS trackers for capuchin monkeys; a cutting-
edge multi-sensor synchronicity system to 
reveal how dolphins collaborate with fishermen; 
and a tool — developed in partnership with 
Anand Varma’s WonderLab — to uncover how 
bumblebees construct their intricate nests. 

These collaborations are accelerating 
discovery and pushing the boundaries 
of what’s possible in wildlife science.

The Society thanks the Templeton World 
Charity Foundation for generously supporting 
the Wildlife Intelligence Project.

Africa Refocused
Africa Refocused is a collaboration between 
the National Geographic Society and Nature, 
Environment & Wildlife Filmmakers (NEWF) to 
support a vibrant community of African and 
Global South storytellers across continents.
Through access to cutting-edge equipment, 
outdoor spaces and industry mentors, Africa 
Refocused further trains and elevates African 
nature, environment and wildlife storytellers. 

In 2025, NEWF added 77 new Africa Refocused 
fellows, bringing the total to 371 fellows 
representing 35 African countries and 46 

countries globally. NEWF completed more 
than 60 labs and exchanges and finished the 
production of 13 short films. They also have 
over 10 films and series in production.

Additionally, they engaged 40 youths from 
the communities they work in through the YES 
internship programme. Other accomplishments 
included the production and distribution of 
“One Hope: Rhino Ops”; an expanded presence 
at global industry events, such as Jackson Wild, 
Santiago Wild, Sunnyside of the Doc, and the 
World Congress of Science and Factual Producers; 
strengthened South x South collaborations; 
and the successful rollout of a residency model 
that deepened skill development and peer 
mentorship. The program also secured critical 
sustainability milestones, including five-year 
permits within iSimangaliso Wetland Park in 
South Africa and expanded wildlife access 
agreements within iSimangaliso and Bayala.

Left to right: A lesser bird-of-paradise photographed at the Port 
Moresby Nature Park in Papua New Guinea. Explorer Anand 
Varma adjusts a specialized video camera to focus on a 2-day-old 
chicken embryo inside its egg. A chick, raised from an embryo by 
Explorer Anand Varma, looks into a glowing eggshell. Explorer 
Felicity Muth conducts fieldwork to decode bee intelligence 
at Van Norden Meadow near Soda Springs, CA, USA. Explorer 
Mauricio Cantor flies a drone with a LiDAR sensor to measure the 
size of dolphins in the coastal waters of Tramandaí, Brazil. NEWF 
South x South dive teams head out to film underwater sequences 
for the film “Khuthaza.”

The Templeton World Charity Foundation 
is pleased to support the National 
Geographic Society’s work to deepen our 
understanding of animal cognition and 
intelligence. Inspired by Dr. Jane Goodall 
receiving the 2021 Templeton Prize, this 
important effort will advance scientific 
knowledge about how animals think 
and learn while inspiring open-minded 
curiosity about the diverse forms of 
intelligence in our interconnected world.” 

NICK HIGGS 
Vice President, Strategy & Programs
Templeton World Charity Foundation

Africa’s stories have always been rich — 
what changes when Africans tell them is 
the depth and authenticity they carry. It 
is an honor to support Africa Refocused 
and the remarkable work Noel and Pragna 
have built through NEWF, creating the 
conditions for local storytellers to bring 
their own perspective to narratives 
about their land, their wildlife and their 
communities. That shift in who holds the 
lens makes all the difference.”

BOLADJI  AGUEH
Hubbard Council Member 3736
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OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS

HUMAN HISTORIE S  
& CULTURE S

FOCUS AREA

This page: Rising Star project team member Samuel Nkwe climbs a rope inside 
the cathedral chamber of Site 105 cave in South Africa. Opposite page: Explorer 

Eduardo Neves and expedition team members work at an archaeological 
excavation site in Pará, Brazil.

23,712 
total miles traversed by Paul Salopek 
for the Out of Eden Walk by the end 
of 2025, with 28 stories published from 
his journey throughout the year 

MANY 
publications under review or in preparation for 
Rising Star, including groundbreaking discoveries 
that, once announced, will change the course of 
our understanding of ancient hominin behavior

886M 
audience reached through media coverage of geologist 
Tebogo Makhubela’s 2025 Wayfinder Award, highlighting 
his critical work with the Rising Star program to 
redefine what we know about our ancient relatives 3938
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Out of Eden Walk 
In 2025, the Out of Eden Walk — a multiyear 
experiment in “slow journalism” — jumped 
continents for the first time in more than 10 years. 
This storytelling odyssey follows the first human 
dispersal out of Africa during the Stone Age, 
making connections between ordinary peoples’ 
lives and the global headlines of our day. 

After walking through Africa and Asia, National 
Geographic Explorer and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist Paul Salopek set foot in North America 
in the early morning hours of June 10. Paul arrived 
by Maersk shipping boat at Prince Rupert, Canada, 
and made his way up to Anchorage, Alaska, to near 
Glacier Bay National Park in Alaska. Paul walked 
Alaska’s Lost Coast, an area of incomparable 
ruggedness and wilderness, eventually 
reaching Gustavus, Alaska (near Juneau). 

Relating his experience to audience members 
worldwide, the Out of Eden Walk published 27 
dispatches, milestones and lab talks, as well as 
one National Geographic magazine story, “My 
night with the guerrilla balloonists of South 
Korea.” After completing his historic walk through 
Asia, Paul published his final dispatch from Asia, 
“Goodbye to Japan,” in September 2025. 

To relate these historic storytelling 
achievements to even broader audiences, 
the Society launched a new website for 
the Out of Eden Walk that highlights its 

storytelling components and introduces a 
brand-new interactive map of Paul’s journey. 

To see the new site and map, visit 
outofedenwalk.nationalgeographic.org.  

Rising Star 
Through a partnership with Max Planck Institute 
(MPI) and generous support from Lyda Hill 
Philanthropies and Grant Stapleton and Eva Davey, 
the Society advanced research in the Cradle of 
Humankind World Heritage Site. Located in South 
Africa, the site has been vital to the study of 
human origins. Explorer in Residence Lee Berger 
and his team are yielding incredible discoveries, 
locating and documenting more hominin fossils 
than any other exploration program in the region.

Excavations in 2025 have uncovered several 
hominin fossils, some possibly dating back 3.3 
million years, and a newly discovered potential 
alternative ancient entrance to the cave. The 
success of the 2025 MPI x Rising Star expedition 
has spurred an expansion of the project in 2026 
to include a tented camp that will serve as a 
hub for scientists, students and storytellers. 
Facilities for lodging, storage and analysis 
have also been strengthened and expanded, 
which will increase local scientific capacity. 

The year saw continued growth for this project, 
which serves as a dynamic hub for the study 
of human origins. There are now an estimated 

55 staff on the ground and more than 150 
scientists and students from around the globe 
representing more than 40 institutions.

Work from previous years also yielded results 
in 2025. First Art — a team of experts in early 
human and hominin art, which includes cave art 
— concluded that engravings found during their 
2024 visit are most likely cultural, meaning they 
were created intentionally by a hominin. The First 
Art team is currently working on a high-profile 
paper for publication, with a number of additional 
publications under review or in preparation.  

The throughline for Rising Star is year-round 
excavation, groundbreaking discoveries and 
public engagement that will change our 
understanding of ancient hominin behavior.

Amazon Revealed
The Amazon Revealed (“Amazonia Revelada”) 
project, led by National Geographic Explorer 
Eduardo Neves, is revealing the impact of 
Indigenous and traditional communities in 
the management and conservation of the 
Amazon over millennia by embarking on the 
largest Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR)-
driven archaeological survey to date. 

LiDAR is critical for uncovering archaeological sites 
and hidden features concealed under the dense 
tree canopy and for mapping the underlying 
topography. Over the course of the year, the team 

surveyed 1,600 km² in five regions along the Arc 
of Deforestation, a region highly threatened by 
deforestation in the southern Amazon. In doing 
so, Amazon Revealed is not only mapping unique 
archaeological sites, some potentially dating 
back 13,000 years, but also leveraging the 
Amazonian past to protect vulnerable regions.

Amazon Revealed achieved great success in 2025, 
bringing together communities, researchers and 
civil society organizations. The team uncovered 
at least 56 previously unknown archaeological 
sites, with LiDAR data analysis still underway, so 
additional sites may be identified. These sites — 
and the forest in which they are situated — receive 
enhanced legal protections once documented 
through on-the-ground archaeological 
assessments and registration with the Brazilian 
heritage authorities, creating an estimated 
minimum of 50 km² of new protected areas that 
will safeguard the Amazon’s cultural and biological 
diversity. In tandem, a community-centered 
partnership framework is engaging 10 Indigenous 
and traditional communities to integrate local 
priorities into the design and implementation 
of both scientific and policy activities.

The momentum generated by Amazon 
Revealed has catalyzed engagement with Brazilian 
heritage and environmental agencies, opening 
new avenues for archaeology and heritage 
legislation to protect forested areas at risk.

Left to right: Explorer Paul Salopek departs the Maersk San 
Vicente in Prince Rupert, British Columbia, Canada. Explorer 
Paul Salopek passes the Ogurogawa interchange in Ina, Nagano, 
Japan. Explorer Tebogo Makhubela explains technical elements of 
sampling a fossil wall to Ph.D. student Tariye Onyeogu on location 
near South Africa’s Rising Star cave system. Explorer in Residence 
Lee Berger sits in an entrance chamber of the Rising Star cave 
system. Explorer Eduardo Neves stands with his expedition 
team at an archaeological excavation site near Brazil’s Iriri River. 
Explorer Eduardo Neves takes notes during his expedition 
through the Amazon rainforest.

I’m following in the footsteps of our 
ancient ancestors who first spread 
out of Africa and across the Earth. 
My mission is to cover, on foot, the 
major stories of our time through 
the lives of the people I meet along 
the way: the farmers, scientists, 
office workers, students and 
artists who knit together societies. 
This unique 24,000-mile walking 
journey would not be possible 
without the support of National 
Geographic Society donors. Even 
as I retrace the first migrations that 
mapped the world, I’m reminded of 
how, today, all of our lives are more 
interconnected than ever before 
— across borders, languages and 
continents. We’re walking together. 
Your generous support inspires me 
to keep this historic, storytelling 
journey moving forward. Thank you 
for joining the trail.”

PAUL SALOPEK
National Geographic Explorer

Being a partner in the work of Explorer 
in Residence Lee Berger and his 
team at the Cradle of Humankind 
has been incredibly rewarding, with 
each new discovery upending how we 
understand humanity’s origins. Lyda 
Hill Philanthropies is delighted to 
support this truly cooperative effort, 
and to be a partner in nurturing the 
next generation of scientists who will 
continue to grow exploration and 
scientific discovery for years to come.”

LYDA HILL
Founder, Lyda Hill Philanthropies
Principal Donors Society Member, Hubbard Council 
Member and Base Camp Founding Donor
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OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS

PLANETARY 
HEALTH

FOCUS AREA

This page: Specimens collected from Arctic waters are examined 
under a microscope as part of National Geographic and Rolex 

Perpetual Planet Ocean Expeditions. Opposite page: A seal rests on 
Antarctic ice in the Weddell Sea.

5.1M 
social media followers learning 
about programs making a positive 
impact on planetary health 

20+ 
National Geographic Explorers, seven expeditions across all 
five ocean basins, and 100+ local community collaborators 
featured through Perpetual Planet Ocean Expeditions

2.5B 
garnered audience for the announcement 
of first-ever live sighting of rare squid 
species Gonatus antarcticus 4342
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Perpetual Planet Expeditions 
Guided by a shared vision for protecting our planet’s 
vital life-support systems, National Geographic and 
Rolex have created, and continuously expanded, 
a longstanding partnership. One result of this 
partnership is Perpetual Planet Expeditions — a 
series of trailblazing scientific research expeditions 
to address environmental changes in the planet’s 
vital ecosystems: mountains, the Amazon and 
ocean. With the support of Rolex, the Perpetual 
Planet Expeditions are enabling essential scientific 
research expeditions to critical ecosystems around 
the planet, helping us understand how much and 
how rapidly these ecosystems are changing.

Since the launch of the first Perpetual Planet 
Expedition in 2019, the program has engaged 
collaborative Explorer teams and distilled and 
illuminated scientific insights gained through 
the expeditions for a diverse range of audiences 
worldwide, including local communities, scientists, 
academics, educators and policymakers. 

Launched this year, the first Perpetual Planet Ocean 
Expeditions integrate cutting-edge science with 
local ecological knowledge to examine the causes 
and impacts of marine systems change throughout 
the largest and most vital ecosystem on Earth — the 
ocean. The Ocean Expeditions feature more than 20 
National Geographic Explorers across all five ocean 
basins (Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, Southern) 
and over 100 local community collaborators.

Highlights from 2025 include Explorer Anya Brown 
and her local collaborators, including the nonprofit 
Kōrero O Te ‘Ōrau, continuing their field research 
on Rarotonga’s coral reefs to investigate how 
corals remain resilient to heat stress and may work 
together to boost overall heat tolerance in the 
reef system. Explorer Sheena Talma and two team 
members from the Seychelles participated in a 
successful deep-sea Baited Remote Underwater 
Vehicle (BRUV) lander system deployment, 
retrieval and data analysis training in East London 
off the east coast of South Africa. Sheena’s team 
will deploy the BRUVs in her home country of 
Seychelles next year in an expedition to illuminate 
and protect life in Seychelles’ deep ocean. 

In the Canadian Arctic, Explorer Kristina Brown 
returned to the community of Gjoa Haven to 
present preliminary findings from her three 
oceanographic expeditions in the Canadian Arctic’s 
Sherman Basin conducted on board the Arctic 
Research Foundation’s vessel, the R/V Martin 
Bergmann. She has been collaborating closely with 
the community of Gjoa Haven in an effort to inform 
best practices for sustaining food security in the 
face of a rapidly changing and warming Arctic. 

Other successes for 2025 include Explorer Katy 
Croff Bell leading research on a study titled “How 
Little We’ve Seen: A Visual Coverage Estimate 
of the Deep Seafloor.” The paper, supported by 
the Perpetual Planet Expeditions program and 
published to enormous and immediate worldwide 

National Geographic and Rolex have brought 
together a team of Explorers from around the 
world that share the same passion for the ocean. 
That’s really powerful. It’s a global effort that’s 
supporting me to bring back technology to the 
Seychelles and to be able to lead research — not 
just me, but for people at home too, to showcase 
why the deep sea is important.”

SHEENA TALMA
National Geographic Explorer

attention in Science Advances, reveals that in 
decades of deep-sea exploration, humans have 
observed less than 0.001% of the deep seafloor — 
an area roughly the size of Rhode Island. It makes 
the case for accelerating and expanding access to 
deep-sea exploration and provides an important 
foundation for Perpetual Planet Expeditions’ 
multiyear, scientific exploration of the global ocean.

Another highlight of this year is the central 
role Explorer Fernando Trujillo played in 
negotiating a landmark resolution on river 
dolphins. Fernando, one of the lead Explorers 
on the Amazon Expedition and the 2024 Rolex 
National Geographic Explorer of the Year, was 
a key participant supporting the Colombian 
delegation in the negotiation and successful 
adoption of a landmark resolution recognizing river 
dolphins and other wetland species as key to the 
conservation of rivers in South America and Asia. 

In 2025, the Society and Disney also announced 
the first-ever live sighting of a rare squid 
species, Gonatus antarcticus, during a National 
Geographic and Rolex Perpetual Planet Ocean 
Expedition in the Southern Ocean, conducted 
in collaboration with Schmidt Ocean Institute.

The Society thanks Rolex for the opportunity 
to support collaborative Explorer-led research 
expeditions in Earth’s critical ecosystems.

Urgent action is needed now more than ever to 
preserve the world’s most fragile environments, 
and Rolex and National Geographic are deeply 
committed to supporting trailblazing Explorers 
working to better understand and protect 
our planet. Perpetual Planet Expeditions 
led groundbreaking scientific research in 
mountain and rainforest ecosystems. Now, our 
Ocean Expeditions are studying how global 
environmental changes are affecting the largest 
and most vital ecosystem on Earth using cutting-
edge science and crucial local knowledge from 
coastal communities. Together, Rolex and 
National Geographic will help our Explorers 
design innovative solutions to revive, restore 
and protect our one ocean.”

ARNAUD BOETSCH
Director of Communication & Image, Rolex

Left to right: Expedition collaborators Kaylee Smit and Sheena Talma 
on a boat during the Perpetual Planet Arctic Expedition. Explorer 
and marine biogeochemist Kristina Brown. Explorer Anya Brown 
checks tables at a coral nursery in Rarotonga, Cook Islands. Explorer 
and oceanographer Angelo Bernardino in Bintang, The Gambia. A 
snorkeler swims through the waters of Catalina Island, CA, USA.

4544

IM
PA

C
T

 A
N

D
 F

O
C

U
S

 A
R

E
A

S
A

N
N

U
A

L
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 2

0
2

5



Blue Boundaries 
In the fall of 2025, the Society and the Chubb 
Charitable Foundation announced the launch 
of Blue Boundaries, a groundbreaking, global 
initiative aimed at driving transformational 
change for critical ecosystems at the 
intersection of land and water.

Through a seven-year, multimillion-dollar 
grant from the Chubb Charitable Foundation, 
Blue Boundaries combines on-the-ground 
and on-the-water research, compelling 
storytelling, and experiential education. 

“Blue Boundary” environments — freshwater 
wetlands, coastal systems and reefs — form 
a web of deeply connected ecosystems. 
They provide vital habitat for nearly half of 
all species on Earth, including iconic wildlife 
like jaguars, sea otters, beavers, grizzly bears, 
sharks and penguins. These ecosystems support 
fisheries, clean water and shoreline integrity 
that nourish and protect billions of people, 
while also playing a crucial role in absorbing 
and storing carbon to regulate the climate.

In launching Blue Boundaries, the Society and 
Chubb will illuminate and elevate the instrumental 
role these ecosystems play for people and the 
environment, shift public perception toward 
a deeper appreciation of nature’s intrinsic 
value, and advance strategies essential for 
habitat restoration and global resilience.

Led by a cohort of National Geographic 
Explorers, the Blue Boundaries program will 
encompass scientific research, conservation work, 
educational initiatives and impact storytelling. 
Working in partnership with local communities, 
these Explorers will help co-create innovative 
and scalable solutions that are informed by 
science and grounded in local knowledge.

The Society thanks the Chubb Charitable 
Foundation for its generous support of Blue 
Boundaries, a partnership that focuses on 
the health and preservation of ecosystems 
where land and water converge.

To learn more, view the Blue Boundaries 
video at natgeo.org/blueboundaries

This deeply inspiring 
collaboration has the potential to 
leave a lasting legacy — positively 
impacting millions of people and 
species who depend on these 
ecosystems for survival and 
prosperity. Blue Boundaries will 
be a catalyst for groundbreaking 
research and exploration of vital 
ecosystems, helping us do what 
we do best at Chubb: protecting 
what matters most.”

EVAN G.  GREENBERG
Chairman and CEO of Chubb Limited and 
Chairman, Chubb Charitable Foundation

This page: Photographed under USFWS Permit 37058D — a sea 
otter swims near its raft in Halibut Cove, AK, USA. Opposite page: 
Aerial view of Isabela Island in the Galápagos Islands. 4746
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1,500 
audience members at the 2025 
Explorers Festival, where space 
was discussed mainstage

OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS

718.5K 
views of space videos on 
social media channels

7 
days of World Space Week, with National Geographic 
promoting space education and exploration through 
articles, documentaries and coverage of missions

SPACE
FOCUS AREA

This page: Commander Rym Chaïd and crew engineer Ricardo J. Gonzalez 
simulate an EVA at Mars Desert Research Station outside of Hanksville, UT, 
USA. Opposite page: Long exposure image of star trails around the south 
celestial pole in Los Glaciares National Park, Patagonia. 4948
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ICARUS 

Led by National Geographic Explorer Martin 
Wikelski, the International Cooperation for 
Animal Research Using Space project, or ICARUS, 
advanced in 2025 to launch a new chapter in the 
science of animal observation. ICARUS consists 
of a constellation of six cubesats, which once 
launched into the low Earth orbit, will provide 
pinpointed and live biological and location data 
of animals on the ground and in the air through a 
network of minuscule tags, as part of an “internet 
of animals.” One of these cubesats, nicknamed 
RAVEN, is partially funded through the generosity 
of donors Allison Bennington and B Wu. 

Scientists use ICARUS to find out more about the 
lives of animals on Earth, including their migratory 
routes and living conditions. These findings will 
aid behavioral and infectious disease research as 
well as conservation efforts. They can even help to 
predict ecological changes and natural disasters.

ICARUS is a global and multipartner project, which 
is demonstrated through the complexity of its 
2025 milestones: completion of the design of the 
RAVEN cubesat in March; assembly and integration 
tests of RAVEN in Sofia, Bulgaria, in October; and 
the launch of the Gena-OT satellite on the tip of 
a SpaceX Transporter 15 from Vandenberg Space 
Force Base in California in November. The Gena-
OT satellite is a pathfinder or prototype satellite, 
which tests the communications and power 
systems that the ICARUS cubesats will use. The 
launch was successful, with Gena-OT reporting all 

systems nominal, opening the path for the launch 
of RAVEN in May 2026, the first ICARUS cubesat.

This year’s activities proved instrumental in the 
official launch of the ICARUS cubesat constellation. 
They will form the basis for opportunities for 
Explorers interested in monitoring animals on Earth 
from space, as part of the Exploration Technology 
Lab’s initiative in summer 2026. ICARUS represents 
a giant step forward for the Society in space. 

The Society thanks donors Allison Bennington 
and B Wu for their generosity. Additional 
partners and stakeholders include the Max 
Planck Society for Animal Behavior, TALOS, 
EnduroSat, Exolaunch and Space X.

Exploration Technology Lab: 
Send Your Science to Space 

In 2025, the Exploration Technology Lab expanded 
its support for the Society’s space programs. 
Through a partnership between the Society and 
Caltech University, the Exploration Technology Lab 
is sending three Explorers’ biological experiments 
to the International Space Station (ISS). 

The Explorers and their projects include Suchana 
“Apple” Chavanich, a marine biologist sending 
coral-associated bacterial strains from Thailand 
known for supporting coral health and reef 
restoration; Gabrielle Corradino, an ecologist and 
oceanographer sending cultures of phytoplankton 
from the Atlantic Ocean to study how microgravity 
and radiation influence their growth, behavior and 

nutrient use; and Moola Mutondo, a geneticist and 
astrobiologist sending cyanobacteria from Zambia 
to study how its growth and resilience respond 
to microgravity, radiation, and nutrient-limited 
conditions for potential use to enrich nutrient-poor 
soils in Zambia, helping improve food security 
for local urban and rural subsistence farmers.

This opportunity gave Explorers the chance 
to extend their Earth-based work into an 
entirely new environment in space. By sending 
experiments to the ISS, Explorers can observe 
how space conditions such as microgravity 
and radiation impact biological systems. 

Over the course of next year, the Lab will work 
with Caltech University to engineer sensors to 
measure the experiments. At the end of the year, 
the experiments will go to the ISS for 30 days 
before returning to Earth for analysis — using 
space to unlock bold new insights for life on Earth. 
This collaboration represents something none of 
us could achieve alone. By uniting Explorers, the 
Exploration Technology Lab and strategic partners, 
we are expanding the limits of exploration itself.

Explorers Festival: Space Ecology 
As part of its commitment to Space as a focus area, 
the Society invited space ecologist Lola Fatoyinbo 
to the stage at the 2025 Explorers Festival. 

Awed by her first glance at satellite imagery, 
Lola developed an appreciation for data and its 
collection from space. While working at NASA, 

she supported satellites that use lasers to transmit 
data from spacecraft to Earth and back. This 
allows us to measure mangrove height and the 
carbon dioxide levels stored in trees’ trunks and 
branches. The satellite data also capture changes 
in atmospheric carbon dioxide levels over time. 

Lola dove into the specifics of the data collection, 
inspiring the audience with the logistics of the 
Shuttle Radar Topography Mission installed 
on the spaceship Endeavor. The first data set, 
produced over 12 days, resulted in unprecedented 
calculations and topography mapping 
opportunities. The end result of this work, as 
well as additional initiatives on the International 
Space Station, is a deeper understanding of the 
forests, wetlands and mangroves of our planet. 

Lola is using her space-centric missions 
and the maps they generate to educate 
conservationists and lawmakers — all to protect 
the wonder of a world as seen from space. 

Left to right: The RAVEN satellite, the new standard tag for 
the ICARUS satellite telemetry system. Commander Rym Chaïd 
prepares for a simulated EVA at Mars Desert Research Station 
outside of Hanksville, UT, USA. Explorer Gabrielle Corradino 
examines a petri dish at the Society’s Exploration Technology 
Lab. Explorer and space ecologist Lola Fatoyinbo presents at the 
2025 Explorers Festival. The Milky Way and bright star Antares are 
visible above the dark sky sanctuary in Pinnacles National Park, 
CA, USA. 5150
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CULTURE OF 

CONNECTIONS
The National Geographic Explorer community is underscored by connections: 
connections with each other, with the planet, with local communities 
amidst their field work, with like-minded changemakers, with passionate 
partners, with future generations, and with audiences around the globe. 

The Society proudly invests in the programs, initiatives and opportunities 
that fuel these connections and the transformative power of exploration.  

This page: A mushroom growing on the island of Tierra del Fuego 
in southern Chile. Opposite page: Explorer Daniela Cafaggi and 
Young Explorer Ana Lucía Arévalo sit at the base of a Ceiba tree in 
the Tirimbina Biological Reserve, Costa Rica.52
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REMEMBERING DR.  JANE GOODALL ,  DBE  

On October 1, 2025, the world lost Valerie Jane Morris Goodall, 
best known simply as Jane Goodall. 

As an ethologist, conservationist and trailblazer, Jane redefined what it 
means to be human and set the standard for how wildlife behavior studies 
are conducted. Jane dedicated her life to raising awareness and funds for 
the protection of the natural world she loved, including inspiring future 
generations to take action through her youth program, Jane Goodall’s 
Roots & Shoots. Up until her passing at age 91, Jane continued to deliver 
speeches, give high-profile interviews, and meet with government 
officials and businesses around the world to encourage support of 
wildlife and habitat conservation, as well as youth-led initiatives. 

The National Geographic Society is proud to have partnered with Jane 
throughout her illustrious career, supporting her groundbreaking chimpanzee 
research in Tanzania in the 1960s; featuring her in a 1963 magazine cover 
story and first television documentary in 1965; opening the National 
Geographic archives for over 100 hours of never-before-seen footage for 
the 2017 film “Jane”; and curating the award-winning traveling exhibition 
“Becoming Jane” in partnership with the Jane Goodall Institute. 

Her passion and legacy will continue to live on — both 
within and beyond the yellow border. 

I’d like to be remembered as someone who really helped 
people to have a little humility and realize that we are part 
of the animal kingdom, not separated from it.”

DR. JANE GOODALL ,  DBE 
Founder of the Jane Goodall Institute and UN Messenger of Peace 

This page: Jane Goodall sits on a high peak in Gombe, Tanzania, with a telescope, 
searching the forest below for chimpanzees. Opposite page: Jane Goodall writing in 
her home in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Guests visit the “Becoming Jane” exhibition at 

National Geographic headquarters in Washington, D.C., USA. 5554
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CHANGEMAKERS OF TOMORROW

knowledge and a greater desire to pursue 
conservation-related and informed careers.

In 2025, the program engaged 400 externs 
from 85 countries, preparing them to tackle 
critical issues in freshwater and marine 
conservation through community-driven 
solutions while building their mapping and data 
visualization skills. In addition, three extern 
alumni — Rebecca Ruga Gima, Seth Aqui, and 
Silia Hazel Mapepa — were named National 
Geographic Young Explorers in 2025.

The Society thanks the G. Goff Foundation for its 
generous support of the Externship program.

Photo Camp  

National Geographic Photo Camp, led by 
National Geographic Explorer in Residence 
Kirsten Elstner, introduces the power of 
photography to youth around the world. 

Now in its third decade, Photo Camp continues 
to amplify local voices through storytelling. In 
2025, the program expanded its international 
reach further than ever before, hosting intensive 
five-day experiences in 18 locations across 11 
countries. This year was marked by collaborations 
with mission-aligned global institutions such 

as the World Health Organization, as well as 
partnerships within the Society’s broader 
network, including Pristine Seas, the Okavango 
Wilderness Project, Perpetual Planet Expeditions, 
the Out of Eden Walk and the Lindblad 
Expeditions-National Geographic Fund. 

Parallel to this global growth, endowment 
funds powered a domestic expansion into six 
U.S. states: Tennessee, Mississippi, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, Indiana and Colorado. Reaching 
120 young people — including those in the 
Menominee community (Wisconsin) and the 
Wind River Reservation (Wyoming) — these 
geography education experiences fostered place-
based storytelling and built lasting community 
trust through multiyear engagements.

Photo Camp offers more than just technical 
training; to date, the program has provided 
a platform for over 3,500 alumni to tell 
their own stories under the guidance of 
Explorers. By investing in these new locations, 
we continue to build a global network of 
storytellers equipped to highlight the issues 
that matter most to their communities. 

The Society thanks Allen Family Philanthropies, 
the Ford Foundation, the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation and the World Health Organization 
for their generous support of Photo Camp.

MapMaker  
The National Geographic Society and Esri have 
partnered in the development of the National 
Geographic MapMaker, a simplified interactive 
GIS tool that introduces learners to maps and data 
and equips them to perform geographic inquiry. It 
provides a one-of-a-kind digital atlas that invites 
users to explore the world and how it works.

As such, MapMaker is a powerful tool for 
learners of all ages.

In 2025, the Society and Esri focused on creating 
resources to support educators and other users 
in integrating MapMaker into various kinds of 
learning. This included publishing 14 guided 
lessons on Earth science topics for middle and 
high school educators, as well as an additional 
nine lessons focused on world cultures and 
geography. The Society also developed a set of 
simplified MapMaker activities that will be built 
into a Learning Launchpad kiosk in the Museum 
of Exploration to showcase the unparalleled 
resource to all school groups who visit.

MapMaker received nearly 2 million visitors in 
2025, and we continued to increase its global 
reach by launching country-specific versions 
in the United Kingdom and Colombia.

Left to right: Young Explorer, Externship alumna, and American 
Shark Conservancy research assistant Deborah Santos de Azevedo 
Menna. Explorer in Residence Kirsten Elstner and National 
Geographic Photo Camp participants in the Galápagos Islands. 
A Photo Camp participant looks down at their camera. A student 
photograph from a Photo Camp in San Cristóbal Island, Galápagos. 
Explorer in Residence Kirsten Elstner with students at a Photo 
Camp in New Zealand.

Externships 

The Externship program, a collaboration between 
the National Geographic Society and The Nature 
Conservancy, provides young leaders between 
the ages of 18 and 25 from across the globe 
with the knowledge, skills and tools to address 
environmental challenges through immersive 
learning and interactive projects. The program’s 
goal is to intentionally create more opportunities 
for young people to build knowledge and form 
relationships to seek solutions and take action. 
Through its combination of virtual engagement, 
real-world application and targeted support, the 
Externship program helps young changemakers 
turn knowledge into tangible environmental 
solutions for their communities and beyond.

To date, the Externship program has engaged 
1,600 participants representing more than 130 
countries. Externs have received $450K in seed 
funding to enact 230 community projects to 
continue the impact started in the program. 
Examples of projects include protecting 
the habitat of mountain gorillas in Rwanda, 
community-led monitoring of sea turtle nests in 
the Dominican Republic, and reducing human-
elephant conflict in Zambia. Participants have 
reported significant gains in conservation 

It is our honor to provide young 
people with the knowledge and 
skills they will need to develop 
creative solutions to the challenges 
we face. It is rewarding to support 
the Externship program and 
help young people build their 
knowledge and skills, while 
they also become leaders in 
their communities.”

GREGORY J.  GOFF
Principal Donors Society, Cartographer’s Circle 
and Hubbard Council Member

The Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation is proud to collaborate 
with the National Geographic 
Society to empower youth in 
Chicago to share the unique stories 
of their communities through the 
powerful lens of photography.”

TIMOTHY P.  KNIGHT
President and CEO  
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
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Slingshot Challenge 
The Slingshot Challenge provides a powerful 
platform to foster global engagement 
and transformative change. The initiative 
encourages young people between the 
ages of 13 and 18 to develop innovative 
solutions to pressing environmental issues 
and support the next generation of problem 
solvers and stewards of the planet. 

The Slingshot Challenge continues to gain 
momentum, and in 2025, it reached its highest 
participation to date, receiving more than 2,700 
environmental solutions from nearly 5,200 young 
people across 96 countries. Slingshot Challenge 
participants also reported significant gains in their 
knowledge and attitudes, including a 15% gain in 
their experience level taking action to contribute 
to positive change, a 25% gain in their belief they 
can make a difference, and a 22% increase in their 
confidence in knowing how to protect nature. 

The challenge calls on youth to submit a one-
minute video describing their ideas for solving 
an environmental issue in their community. The 
Society selects a small number of solutions each 
year to receive funding. This year’s award recipients 
showcased their creative ideas for tackling 
climate change, conservation and sustainability 
challenges, from combating deforestation with 

artificial intelligence in Nigeria to protecting the 
monarch butterfly by raising awareness through 
community workshops in the United States.

Slingshot participants join a global community 
of alumni who are engaging with the 
Society to continue learning and building 
their leadership skills, as well as connecting 
with other changemakers. Through their 
participation in the challenge, young people 
are prompted to be curious, ask questions and 
seek answers to problems directly impacting 
their local communities. By validating young 
people’s ideas, the program serves as a catalyst 
that supports brilliant young innovators 
who will lead the next generation. 

In 2025, two former Slingshot Challenge award 
recipients — Tiffani Gay (2023) and Marta 
Bernardino (2024) — were named National 
Geographic Young Explorers for demonstrating 
courage, leadership and a commitment to making 
a positive impact in their communities and beyond.

The Slingshot Challenge is the result of generous 
support from Allen Family Philanthropies, 
which shares the Society’s vision of a world 
where youth are supported and recognized 
for their work as changemakers. In 2025, 
Allen Family Philanthropies renewed its 

multimillion-dollar support of the Slingshot 
Challenge, helping to ensure the challenge 
continues to grow over the next three years.

Grosvenor Teacher Fellows
Thanks to a collaboration between National 
Geographic and Lindblad Expeditions, as well as 
support from The Farlight Foundation and the 
Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation, the Grosvenor 
Teacher Fellowship program was able to advance 
several key initiatives for participants and alumni in 
2025. These fellowships provide selected educators 
with a once-in-a-lifetime, firsthand exploration 
and field-based experience to inspire discovery 
among their students. The program receives 
additional support from contributions to the 
LEX-NG Fund made by travelers aboard National 
Geographic-Lindblad Expeditions voyages. 

This year, the provision of essential seed funding 
was directed to second-year Fellows and alumni, 
enabling them to implement student action 
projects that integrate the Explorer Mindset into 
learning for students in the Fellows’ communities.

Our partners and collaborators also supported 
the Educator Convening at National Geographic’s 
2025 Explorers Festival. This gathering of 
educators and collaborators was an opportunity 
to build on existing work, foster collaboration 

with Explorers and actively include Grosvenor 
Teacher Fellows in the Society’s mission.

In addition, an Alumni and Fellows Gathering at a 
professional conference hosted in Washington, D.C. 
was attended by National Geographic staff and 
designed as a platform for participants to engage 
in lightning talks and community-building. This 
enhanced networking and shared learning among 
the Grosvenor Teacher Fellowship community.

Our collaboration with Lindblad Expeditions 
makes the transformative experiences that Fellows 
embark on aboard National Geographic-Lindblad 
Expeditions ships possible. 35 Fellows traveled on 13 
departures across seven different regions between 
June and December 2025. Once they return from 
their expeditions, the investment from The Farlight 
Foundation and the Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation 
ensures that Fellows receive the necessary 
tools and ongoing support to enact genuine 
community action and implement impactful 
projects in their local communities, connecting 
the global learning experience directly to local 
student benefits and community engagement.

Being a part of the Grosvenor 
Teacher Fellowship has allowed 
me to share an experience with my 
students, fellow teachers, friends 
and family, and bring awareness 
to a fascinating part of the world 
that most people will never visit. 
My students have been genuinely 
excited about discussing my 
expedition to Patagonia and making 
connections to what we are doing 
in the classroom. It is refreshing 
to inspire the next generation of 
changemakers. This is the type of 
professional development that 
makes education deeply meaningful 
for teachers and students.”

DAVE EISENBERG
2025 Grosvenor Teacher Fellow

Left to right: 2025 Slingshot Challenge Award recipients pose for a group photo. Externship alum and Young Explorer Forbah Sandra Ngwemetoh 
supports Externship alum Emmanuel Bilson and Slingshot awardee Uswat Ahmed during an alumni convening in November 2025. Slingshot 
Challenge awardees Evelyn Pinot-Campos and Marta Bernardino (also a National Geographic Young Explorer) speak on a panel. Three Grosvenor 
Teacher Fellows participate in a hands-on field experience aboard a National Geographic-Lindblad Expeditions vessel. A group of Adélie penguins 
on a rocky shore in Antarctica. A 2025 Grosvenor Teacher Fellow stands between two boulders during an expedition to Iceland’s Westman Islands. 

Through the Slingshot Challenge, 
youth apply their passion to innovative 
solutions to environmental issues 
worldwide. We are proud to elevate their 
vision and support their journey as they 
pursue a better future for the planet.”

LARA LITTLEFIELD
Executive Director
Allen Family Philanthropies

Through the tools provided to me 
by the Society during the Slingshot 
Challenge, my work restoring the oyster 
reef population in Mississippi has been 
amplified to audiences all throughout the 
world. I’m in awe of the knowledge and 
passions of other young environmental 
advocates, and I hope to inspire people 
to do their part in their community as we 
work toward a more sustainable future.”

DEMI JOHNSON
Slingshot Challenge Award Recipient

CHANGEMAKERS OF TOMORROW
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Exploration Technology Lab 
The Exploration Technology Lab connects 
National Geographic Explorers with advanced 
tools and resources to better understand and 
protect our planet. Thanks to invaluable support 
from Iridium, Adobe and other donors, the Lab 
continues to combine engineering innovation 
with hands-on support to push the boundaries of 
exploration, storytelling and conservation efforts. 

In 2025, the Lab served over 600 Explorers, 
10 joint expeditions and signature programs, 
including Pristine Seas, Wildlife Intelligence 
Project and Food for Tomorrow. 

This year, the Lab also launched a new generation 
of marine Crittercams to yield unique insights 
into aquatic life behavior. This animal-worn 
system, which records video and audio, was 
deployed on humpback whales in Alaska and 
manta rays in Indonesia and the Philippines. 

Additionally, five ocean-focused Explorers 
used custom deep-sea camera systems 
to document life forms and environments 
close to 3,500 meters below the surface, 
from marine life on forgotten reefs in West 
Africa to coral reef conservation in Japan. 

The Exploration Technology Lab also supported 
the growing field of bioacoustics by providing 
Explorers with the technology, training and 

technical assistance needed to collect, process 
and analyze acoustic data. The Lab’s Explorer 
support spans the globe, from capturing great 
ape sounds in Cameroon to recording pink 
river dolphin clicks in the Amazon rainforest.

Meridian Grants  
Meridian grants support two or more Explorers 
— individuals who have previously received 
funding from the Society — who combine 
their expertise, ingenuity and commitment to 
influence lasting change. This year, the Leaf 
Architects project exemplified how the Meridian 
grant program expands the impact of Explorers 
who implement innovative, multidisciplinary 
work by enabling them to collaborate with 
one another and with local communities. 

The team brought together Latin American 
bat biologists, photographers, illustrators 
and filmmakers to document tent-making bat 
species in the subcanopies of Costa Rica, Brazil, 
Peru and Guatemala. The project explores the 
relationship between bats and the plants they 
use and estimates the impact of seed dispersal 
throughout their Neotropical distribution. 

Advancing education alongside their research 
and storytelling, the team plans to teach at least 
40 local young scientists in Guatemala and Brazil 
the skills and knowledge to contribute to bat 

Our industry has needed 
something like this for so long, 
and it’s amazing that National 
Geographic has taken the initiative 
to actually make this program. 
I totally bleed yellow now.”

CAITLIN BAILEY
Field Ready Cohort Member 

biology and conservation. This includes publishing 
scientific findings and creating an educational, 
conservation-inspiring field guide and video to 
help society recognize them as the rainforest 
gardeners and forest regenerators they are.

The Leaf Architects Meridian Project team 
includes an Explorer at Large, a recipient of 
the National Geographic/Buffett Award for 
Leadership in Conservation, a Young Explorer, 
and Explorer storytellers and scientists across 
disciplines. Together, they are yielding results 
that could not be accomplished individually.

Impact Story Lab  

The National Geographic Impact Story Lab 
brings together world-class storytelling with 
social and behavioral science, supporting 
Explorers through custom projects that 
shine a light on their initiatives. 

In 2025, the Impact Story Lab turned its attention 
to the Museum of Exploration, producing over 
200 pieces of new media for the Museum. These 
include Explorer stories and documentaries, 
audioscapes, and immersive and interactive 
experiences for visitors. The team filmed on 
location in Botswana, Ghana and Peru, captured 
dozens of Explorer interviews, and sifted through 
thousands of hours of archive footage. The 
Impact Story Lab also developed and produced 
innovative studio shoots for cutting-edge Learning 
Launch Pad exhibits featured in the Museum. 

This year also saw continued focus on Explorer 
Giuliana Furci’s short film, “Flora, Fauna, Funga,” 
to encourage conservation communities to 
recognize fungi as its own distinct kingdom within 
the natural world. The film illuminates how fungi 
underpin every ecosystem on Earth through 
nutrient cycling and the essential relationships 
they form with plants. It also outlines a strategy 
for greater fungal inclusion in conservation 
policy, which has resulted in 13 countries signing 
onto a resolution protecting fungi alongside 
plants and animals following a screening of 
the film at the UN Biodiversity Conference.

Field Ready 

Now in its sixth year, Field Ready is a joint program 
of the National Geographic Society and National 
Geographic Content (Disney) that offers emerging 
filmmakers one-on-one mentorship by some 
of the most seasoned filmmakers. Alongside 
this mentorship opportunity, the program 
includes trainings, a week-long bootcamp, a 
discussion series to connect industry leaders, 
and specialized workshops that help navigate 
the unique world of factual production. 

The Field Ready program advances the Society’s 
strategic priority to drive impact through 
collaboration and leverage brand partnerships. 
By creating cohorts of 10 storytelling Explorers, 
the program cultivates fresh voices and diverse 
new talent, allowing National Geographic to stay 
on the cutting edge of this highly competitive 

field of impact and entertainment storytelling. 

This year, the Field Ready program expanded 
beyond the natural history genre to include 
large-scale unscripted filmmaking and a 
pitch fest to National Geographic executives 
at Disney’s London headquarters, where 
Explorer Carolina Sosa was awarded funding 
in recognition of her excellent project pitch. 

The Society thanks National Geographic 
Content (Disney) for its operational support in 
sourcing mentors and instructors for the Explorer 
training and enrichment curriculum. In doing 
so, the program highlights the importance of 
collaboration and the deep connections between 
mission-aligned teams to provide elevation 
opportunities for the wide network of Explorers.

Left to right: Explorer Heidi Pearson extends a carbon-fiber 
pole used to deploy a Crittercam onto humpback whales near 
Juneau, AK, USA. An underwater Crittercam is prepared for 
deployment onto humpback whales in Alaska’s Statter Harbor. 
Explorers Daniela Cafaggi, Ana Lucía Arévalo and Giulliana Appel 
collaborate to identify and conserve bats in the Costa Rican 
rainforest. A group of Honduran white bats are pictured in their 
leaf “tent” in the Tirimbina Biological Reserve, Costa Rica. Explorer 
and mycologist Giuliana Furci searches for new mushroom species 
on the main island of Tierra del Fuego in southern Chile. Wild 
mushrooms in Tierra del Fuego.

EQUIPPING EXPLORERS TO GO FURTHER
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 

EXPLORATION
Each year, the Society honors remarkable individuals who 
activate exploration, education, conservation and storytelling 
to protect the wonders of the planet.  These recognitions — a 
tradition at National Geographic — celebrate groundbreaking 
research, extraordinary achievements, creative solution finding 
and bold strides toward a more sustainable future.

Opposite page: Explorer and Eliza Scidmore Award winner 
Thomas Peschak shares a retrospective on his work as a 
photographer and storyteller. This page: A sailboat glides by the 
coast of the Antarctic Peninsula.62
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2025 Eliza Scidmore Award for 
Outstanding Storytelling

Thomas Peschak

“The goal and hope with my work has always 
been to photograph places I love in order to 
help save them, so it is a true honor to receive 
this award and get to continue to work on 
important stories of conservation,” says National 
Geographic Explorer and photographer Thomas 
Peschak. Peschak received the Eliza Scidmore 
Award for Outstanding Storytelling during 
the Society’s 2025 Storytellers Summit.

The award — named for the writer and 
photographer Eliza Scidmore, the first woman 
elected to the Society’s Board of Trustees in 
1892 — recognizes individuals who use immersive 
storytelling to make complex ideas, issues, 
and information relevant and accessible.

While Peschak began his career training as a 
marine biologist specializing in human-wildlife 
interactions, he moved to photojournalism after 
realizing his impact on conservation could be 
greater through storytelling to inspire change. 
Over the years, Peschak has received 18 Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year wins, seven World 
Press Photo Awards, and, most recently, the 2024 
Wildlife Photojournalist Story Award — all for 
his significant work documenting some of the 
most crucial conservation stories of our time.

Soon after earning a degree in zoology, Gregory 
assisted Explorer and magazine photographer 
Steve Winter in attempting to photograph 
the urban leopards of Mumbai and the jungle 
leopards of Sri Lanka. He went on to film for the 
BBC David Attenborough documentary series 

“Seven Worlds, One Planet” and received a 2019 
Jackson Wild Media Award for his work on the 
National Geographic project “Resurrection 
Island.” In the past decade, he has worked on 
many other National Geographic projects, 
including “Epic Adventures” and his multiple 
Emmy Award-winning series “Animals Up Close.” 

The National Geographic Society is grateful 
to Rolex for its partnership in presenting 
the 2025 Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year Celebration at the 2025 
National Geographic Explorers Festival.

2025 National Geographic/Buffett 
Awards for Leadership in Conservation 
in Latin America and Africa

Micaela Camino and Jackson Kabuyaya Mbeke

The National Geographic/Buffett Awards for 
Leadership in Conservation were established 
in partnership with the Howard G. Buffett 
Foundation to recognize and celebrate unsung 
conservation heroes who are working in the 
field. Two awards are presented each year: one 

for achievement in Latin America and the other 
for achievement in Africa. These outstanding 
individuals have demonstrated leadership 
in managing and protecting the natural 
resources in their regions and countries, and 
they are inspirational conservation advocates 
who serve as role models and mentors.

Micaela Camino is a conservationist who has 
worked for 15 years in the threatened and often 
overlooked Dry Chaco ecosystem of Argentina. 
She has focused her work on protecting the 
Chacoan peccary and its habitat while fostering 
sustainable and inclusive conservation practices 
through her work with the Proyecto Quimilero. 
Her work with communities has highlighted the 
importance of Indigenous and local communities 
in conservation. Working with different groups 
in the region to nurture community-led 
conservation in Chaco, she is helping them create 
protected areas and legal bans on deforestation.

Jackson Kabuyaya Mbeke is a conservationist 
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
who has spent more than 20 years working 
to conserve and protect the Grauer’s gorilla, 
helping to develop the Gorilla Rehabilitation 
and Conservation Education Center (GRACE). 
Under his leadership, GRACE has grown from a 
rehabilitation center for orphaned gorillas to a 
leader in conservation education, community 
engagement and forest protection. He has 
brought local communities together to garner 

support and build consensus for conservation 
plans and has implemented conservation 
education programming inside and around the 
Tayna Nature Reserve to combat poaching. He 
has also coordinated support for the creation of 
a forest corridor connecting Tayna with Maiko 
National Park, securing traditional land rights 
for communities and allowing movement of 
Grauer’s gorillas between these two forests.

As the lead storyteller for the National 
Geographic and Rolex Perpetual Planet Amazon 
Expedition, Peschak worked with fellow Explorers 
and local communities to immerse himself in 
the Amazon Basin for 396 days to reveal its 
aquatic and wetland habitats. The single-topic 
October 2024 issue of National Geographic 
magazine was devoted entirely to Peschak’s 
stunning images of the Amazon Expedition.

A cornerstone of storytelling work at the 
Society, Peschak has photographed 21 National 
Geographic magazine features and has written 
and photographed for eight books. He is the 
director of storytelling for the Save Our Seas 
Foundation, a founding director of the Manta 
Trust, and a senior fellow of the International 
League of Conservation Photographers.

2025 Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year

Pablo (Popi) Garcia Borboroglu 
and Bertie Gregory

In recognition of their powerful partnership 
in fostering a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for penguins and their conservation 
through impactful research and storytelling, 
the National Geographic Society awarded the 
Rolex National Geographic Explorer of the 
Year Award to two recipients in 2025: Pablo 
(Popi) Garcia Borboroglu and Bertie Gregory.

The award recognizes members of the 
Society’s Explorer community who shine a light 
on important issues, discoveries, and challenges 
facing our planet and inspire the world to act 
on behalf of a more sustainable future. Through 
a combination of research-driven conservation 
science with inspirational storytelling, the 
work of Borboroglu and Gregory exemplifies 
the power of partnership in exploration and 
furthers the Society’s mission of supporting 
impactful, collaborative Explorer work.

Borboroglu, an award-winning marine biologist, 
researcher, educator and conservationist, 
and Gregory, a BAFTA and Emmy Award-
winning wildlife filmmaker, photographer and 
presenter, worked together on the National 
Geographic series “Secrets of the Penguins.” 

With 36 years of experience in marine 
conservation, Borboroglu is pioneering 
innovative approaches to protect declining 
penguin populations in Patagonia and around 
the world. He is founder and president of the 
Global Penguin Society and has helped create 
multiple protected areas encompassing more 
than 32 million acres of ocean and coastal 
habitat, benefiting at least 2.5 million penguins. 
His scientific evidence and testimony was 
integral in securing protection for one of the 
world’s largest Magellanic penguin colonies.

Left to right: 2025 Eliza Scidmore Award recipient and 
conservation photographer Thomas Peschak with National 
Geographic Society Chief Storytelling Officer Kaitlin Yarnall. 2025 
Rolex National Geographic Explorer of the Year Bertie Gregory 
speaks during the 2025 Explorers Festival. Rolex Perpetual 
Planet Initiative Manager Francesco Raeli and Explorer Pablo 
“Popi” Garcia Borboroglu at the 2025 Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year Celebration. Explorer Jackson Kabuyaya 
Mbeke accepts the 2025 National Geographic/Buffett Award 
for Leadership in Conservation in Africa. Society Chief Science 
& Innovation Officer Ian Miller stands with recipients of the 
2025 National Geographic/Buffett Award for Leadership in 
Conservation: Jackson Kabuyaya Mbeke (Africa) and Micaela 
Camino (Latin America). Explorer Micaela Camino accepts the 
2025 National Geographic/Buffett Award for Leadership in 
Conservation in Latin America. 6564
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2025 Wayfinder Award 
Presented by Kia 
The National Geographic Wayfinder Award 
recognizes talented individuals who are 
pushing the boundaries of innovation in science, 
conservation, education, technology and 
storytelling. The Wayfinder Award welcomes 
new individuals into the National Geographic 
Explorer community and includes a $50,000 
award to support their work, as well as the 
opportunity to apply for additional funding. It is 
presented annually to a cohort of 15 individuals. 

In June 2024, the National Geographic Society 
announced a collaboration with Kia to support 
45 award recipients over the next three years 
who will drive global impact through science, 
exploration, education and storytelling. With the 
support of Kia, the Society is able to accelerate 
its support for these Explorers and further the 
impact they are making across the globe.

“Receiving the Wayfinder Award affirmed the 
long hours our small team has poured into 
democratizing deep-sea research in the Philippines 
and inspires us to keep going,” says 2025 awardee 
Titus Cañete. A marine biologist and deep-sea 
ecologist, Titus is committed to making deep-sea 
research more accessible through local innovation, 
inclusive science and the development of low-
cost ocean technologies. Titus has partnered with 
multiple Explorers to build community capacity for 

deep-sea research and development of deep-sea 
technology. His Wayfinder Award is helping his 
team finish and field-test affordable deep-sea 
cameras and RUV/BRUV systems and equip local 
communities to use them. “Most of all,” he says, “it 
will expand safe, equitable access to the deep sea 
and provide data for us to better understand and 
protect these environments and the life it shelters.”

To learn more about our 2025  
Wayfinder Award recipients, visit  
natgeo.org/2025-wayfinder-award.

2025 Young Explorers
Each year, the Society recognizes and invests 
in 15 inspiring young changemakers aged 18 to 
25 who demonstrate bold leadership, creativity 
and a deep commitment to making a difference 
in their communities and beyond. Through 
the Young Explorer program, each recipient 
receives a monetary award, along with training, 
mentorship and access to a global network 
of Explorers. They also gain an opportunity 
to apply for continued project support to 
scale their ideas and deepen their impact.

In 2025, the Society recognized a cohort of 
Young Explorers who are leading community-
rooted work across ocean conservation, 
wildlife protection, climate resilience, cultural 
preservation and more. They are united in their 

commitment to working together with their 
communities to raise awareness, find solutions 
and build movements for a sustainable future.

Among these passionate young leaders 
is 2025 Young Explorer Cristopher Vargas 
Quispe from Peru, who is preserving the 
Quechua language through media. Since 
2020, Cristopher has led a community-driven 
Quechua dubbing initiative that adapts film and 
digital content for Andean communities and 
global audiences. He works alongside actors, 
sound engineers, educators, cultural leaders 
and local youth to ensure translations carry 
cultural nuance, humor and regional identity.

To learn more about the Young Explorer 
Program and Explorers like Cristopher, 
visit natgeo.org/youngexplorers.

2025 Fulbright-National 
Geographic Award Program
In August, the Society and the Fulbright 
Program named the recipients of the 2025 
Fulbright-National Geographic Award. As new 
Fulbrighters and Explorers, these five individuals 
embarked on projects around the world, 
including fieldwork in Nepal, Malaysia, Canada, 
Portugal and Tanzania, that will engage local 
communities and support the conservation of 
our planet’s lands and oceans. Their endeavors 

range from studying the Arctic soundscapes to 
assessing vital aquatic and terrestrial habitats 
with the goal of building a better future.

The Fulbright-National Geographic Award 
Program, now in its 12th year, provides additional 
funding and resources to enhance Fulbright 
projects in science, education and storytelling. 

Annually, the program selects up to five 
individuals whose projects communicate powerful 
narratives that foster global understanding 
and peace, amplified through the networks of 
both the Fulbright Program and the Society. 

To learn more, visit natgeo.org/2025-
fulbright-national-geographic-award.

Kia is proud to support the 
National Geographic Society’s 
Wayfinder Award, recognizing 
changemakers who are 
reimagining what’s possible for 
our planet and using bold ideas to 
drive meaningful change. These 
Explorers embody the spirit of 
innovation and purpose behind 
our Accelerate the Good initiative, 
and we’re honored to amplify 
their impact.”

RUS SELL WAGER  
Vice President, Marketing
Kia America, Inc.

Left to right: 2025 National Geographic Wayfinder Awardees 
pose with the National Geographic Society flag. Recipients of 
the 2025 Wayfinder Award are celebrated at the 2025 Explorers 
Festival. Young Explorer Soren Goldsmith at the edge of a tidal 
salt marsh pool in Wellfleet, MA, USA. Young Explorer Ahmed 
Muhammad, who is the founder and executive director of Kits 
Cubed, a nonprofit that aims to connect youth to science through 
fun and affordable means. 6766
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OUR GLOBAL  

AUDIENCE
To be a global nonprofit is to maintain a global 
presence. For the Society, this includes bringing 
together unique audiences and activating the 
community of Explorers working, researching, 
discovering and collaborating around the world. 
Our convening and celebrating of exploration 
demonstrate the ability — and commitment — to 
engage around the world; to increase accessibility 
to our mission for partners and others; to 
strengthen connections and spark change across 
the globe; and to deepen the Society’s impact.
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Opposite page: Explorer Jaime Rojo stands in front of a crowd at 
a National Geographic Live show in Toronto, Canada. This page: 
Explorers and attendees at International Explorers Festival 2025 
in Johannesburg, South Africa.



Signature Events 

Convening is a longstanding tradition of 
the National Geographic Society. Coming 
together allows Explorers to celebrate 
recent discoveries, create unexpected 
connections, practice knowledge sharing 
and revel in their role as a changemaker.  

The National Geographic Signature Event series, 
presented in partnership with Rolex, carries 
forward this tradition with a global community 
of Explorers — leading scientists and storytellers, 
visionary conservationists, and inspiring educators 
— gathering to share their work, findings and 
experiences with each other and the public. 

In 2025, the series presented three signature 
events: Storytellers Summit, Explorer’s Festival 
and International Explorer’s Festival. These 
events were held to spark innovative ideas, 
inspire powerful collaborations, and strengthen 
the Society’s mission as a global nonprofit to 
illuminate and protect the wonder of our world. 

We are grateful to Rolex for its partnership 
in presenting these signature events.

Storytellers Summit 

In February, the 2025 Storytellers Summit served as 
a celebration of storytelling at its most profound: 
evocative, deeply human and wildly creative. 

With more than 1,500 attendees joining both 
virtually and in person, the event demonstrated 
the Society’s ever-important role as one of 
the largest funders and greatest resources of 
independent storytellers worldwide. The two-day 
event in Washington, D.C., brought 17 Explorers to 
the mainstage, including Explorer Manu Akatsa, 
who uses animation to celebrate the songs of 
his home, ensuring cultural heritage lives on for 
future generations; Explorer Giorgia Lupi, who 
turns raw data into striking visual creations; and 
Explorer Mackenzie Calle, who reimagined the 
1960s space race to inspire a more inclusive future.  

The Society also celebrated some of our most 
dedicated supporters — individuals, corporations 
and foundations that have contributed $1 million 
or more. At a special induction ceremony at the 
National Portrait Gallery, we welcomed eight 
new members into our Principal Donors Society, 
including vice chair of the board Katherine 
Bradley and former vice chair and current board 
chair Kevin Maroni. Donors and partners of the 
Society experienced additional unique events 
and opportunities, including a Donor Lounge 
Lunch with Storytellers and a private Donor Film 
Screening of “Flora, Fauna, Funga,” which follows 
Chilean mycologist and Explorer Giuliana Furci on 
her search for new mushrooms in far southern Chile. 

A closing reception sponsored by MPB wrapped 
up the incredible Symposium by bringing 
together storytelling Explorer grantees; 

National Geographic magazine contributors; 
Society and Disney staff; and selected invitees 
including photographers, editors and other 
influencers in the storytelling space. 

Explorers Festival 
In June, the Society continued its annual tradition 
of Explorers Festival — an event showcasing 
and celebrating the power of exploration and 
the global impact of National Geographic 
Explorers worldwide. This gathering is also 
an opportunity for our Explorers to connect, 
build community, collaborate and inspire 
others to care for and protect our planet. 

Standout moments included Explorer Mauricio 
Cantor sharing rare insights into human-
dolphin collaboration and Explorer Prasenjeet 
Yadav reminding us that patience, passion and 
persistence remain a storyteller’s greatest tools. 

Beyond the mainstage programming, donors 
took part in special Society events, such as hard 
hat tours showcasing the incredible progress on 
the Museum of Exploration and receptions for the 
prestigious Wayfinder Award and Rolex National 
Geographic Explorer of the Year award. It was also 
a meaningful connection point for partners and 
Explorers, with dedicated luncheons and master 
classes to build relationships and for funders to 
learn firsthand about the exciting, boundary-
pushing work within the Explorer community. 

In addition to Rolex, the Society thanks 
Kia, Burt and Mary Sugarman, and PATH 
Water for their generous donations in 
support of the 2025 Explorers Festival. 

International Explorers Festival
The International Explorers Festival travels to 
different regions every year and is uniquely crafted 
to support the needs of our Explorers in those 
regions. In November, we hosted the 2025 event 
with a global community of changemakers in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. More than 75 Explorers 
working across the African continent came together 
to share knowledge, deepen relationships, spark 
new collaborations and celebrate each other’s work.

The program included exceptional speakers, such 
as Explorer and 2025 Wayfinder Award recipient 
Tebogo Makhubela, who reflected on his work 
with Rising Star and, specifically, Homo naledi in 
the Cradle of Humankind. Tebogo explained that 
fossils represent more than the past — they connect 
us to the lives of beings who came before us.

He was followed by Explorer and filmmaker 
Ntokozo Mbuli, who demonstrated how language 
is deeply intertwined with landscapes and nature, 
a sentiment she beautifully conveyed in both 
English and her native language, Xhosa. Explorer 
Kerllen Costa, a 2024 Wayfinder Award recipient 
and member of the Okavango Wilderness 
Project team, presented beautiful images of his 

Thank you National Geographic 
for your support of the storytellers 
and images that MATTER.”

JEANNE SLEEPER
Virtual Attendee

What makes Explorers Festival 
such a powerful tradition? It’s 
unifying. It’s collaborative. It’s 
hopeful. It’s impactful. It’s a 
celebration of what we do best.”

JILL TIEFENTHALER
Chief Executive Officer
National Geographic Society

work along the iconic rivers of his homeland in 
Angola. He wove those photographs into a core 
message: our understanding of the world around 
us is made so much richer when it is grounded 
in local Indigenous knowledge. Finally, Explorer 
and elephant ecologist Dominique Gonçalves 
offered us hope that we can preserve our world by 
inspiring the next generation of conservationists.

As part of the International Explorers Festival, the 
Society hosted a three-day Storytellers Collective 
workshop, which culminated in a Spotlight session. 
We welcomed Explorers from 12 countries for 
lightning talks, ranging from species conservation 
to educational access for women and girls. We 
also used this opportunity to host community 
workshops, including a visioning exercise to map 
shared hopes and goals for Africa’s future. This was 
led by Kimberleigh Ashley Tommy, the Society’s 
Executive Director of Africa on the International 
team, and Explorer Pragna Parsotam-Kok, the 
Africa Refocused co-lead and co-founder of 
Nature, Environment and Wildlife Filmmakers.

Left to right: Explorer and science communicator Prasenjeet Yadav 
presents at the 2025 Explorers Festival. National Geographic Society 
CEO Jill Tiefenthaler stands in front of a crowd at the 2025 Explorers 
Festival, holding the Society’s flag. Explorer and biologist Mauricio 
Cantor speaks about his work at the 2025 Explorers Festival. Explorers 
and Symposium speakers stand with event host Malaika Vaz at the 
2025 Explorers Festival. 2025 Explorers Festival attendees at a “Big 
Ideas” workshop hosted by the Society’s Education and Community 
Engagement division. Explorer and ethnobiologist Kerllen Costa 
presents at the International Explorers Festival 2025 Spotlight event in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 7170
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Traveling Exhibitions 
One of the most powerful ways to expand 
impact — and engage the next generation 
of changemakers — is by bringing stories of 
adventure, world cultures and wild places to life. 
For the Society, this is accomplished through 
the expansive Traveling Exhibitions program. 

In 2025, the Society presented 15 unique traveling 
exhibitions to audiences in 12 countries and 46 cities 
worldwide, reaching more than 3.7 million visitors.

This year elevated National Geographic’s presence 
within the museum community by showcasing 
“Wolves: Photographs by Ronan Donovan” at 
the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles 
County and “Greatest Wildlife Photographs” at  
the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art — a 
successful debut at a premier contemporary art 
space that paved the way for future projects at 
the intersection of art, nature and conservation.

Traveling exhibitions also reached an 
unprecedented scale in Europe as we celebrated 
a milestone year in our longstanding alliance with 
the “la Caixa” Foundation. In 2025, “Colors of the 
World” toured 10 cities across Spain, bringing the 
total to over 40 cities reached since the exhibition’s 
2023 launch. This serves as a testament to the 
enduring power of multiyear international alliances.

Through a continued collaboration with our 
National Geographic magazine publishing 

partners in Italy, GEDI Gruppo Editoriale, we 
launched “Oceans” in 2025. Curated by Editor-
in-Chief Marco Cattaneo and featuring the 
legendary photography of David Doubilet, this 
project exemplifies a unified approach between 
international editorial divisions and the Society.

Beyond their educational component, the traveling 
exhibitions serve a significant role in advancing 
the Society’s investments in the global Explorer 
community. They amplify a range of voices and 
stories, engaging a broad community of Explorers 
that represent the diversity of our world. They also 
allow for increased fund allocations to Explorers, 
as 100% of the revenue from exhibitions supports 
the Society’s nonprofit educational, conservation 
and scientific work — including grants to Explorers.

National Geographic Live 
National Geographic Live is a beloved series in 
which Explorers, scientists, photographers and 
performing artists deliver thought-provoking 
presentations to audiences across North America. 

This year, we launched the new National 
Geographic Live and Speakers Bureau website, 
creating a digital hub for both venues and 
customers alike. The Speakers Bureau saw a massive 
450% increase in engagements from 2024 to 2025. 

The year also saw production of six new programs 
and 115 performances for audiences in 43 cities (up 
from 30 the previous year) across North America. 

An educational highlight of Nat Geo Live is student 
matinees, with 45 presented to an audience of 
future changemakers. In total, Nat Geo Live reached 
more than 100,000 audience members in 2025. 

Additionally, the Speakers Bureau partnered 
with National Geographic Books to produce 
our first book tour for Explorer in Residence 
Tara Roberts. Roberts spoke about her book 
“Written in the Waters” across a 16-city tour, 
exceeding all expectations for this engagement. 

Storytellers Collective 

Storytellers Collective harnesses National 
Geographic’s long legacy of storytelling 
excellence to offer unique workshops that 
empower organizations with diverse missions 
and platforms to tell better stories. The 
Storytellers Collective focuses on the practice of 
storytelling and storytelling as an effective tool, 
with a range of applicability for organizations 
varying in mission, outreach and platform. 

These hands-on, in-person workshops are led 
by a growing group of over 30 Explorers — 
National Geographic storytelling grantees who 
provide expert coaching in narrative nonfiction 
techniques. Using real-world content from 
attendees, Explorers work with each participant 
to craft authentic, compelling stories designed 
to maximize impact. Through this valuable one-
on-one feedback, the Storytellers Collective can 

impart the National Geographic perspective on 
ethically and effectively crafting impactful stories.

In 2025, participants in Storytellers Collective 
workshops included large nonprofits, higher 
education institutions and corporations — all 
of whom partnered with the Society to tell 
their story. The Society also expanded these 
revenue-generating offerings, launching a 
campaign introducing Storytellers Collective 
to new B2B audiences. The campaign won 11 
industry awards, demonstrating the capacity 
of powerful storytelling to move the needle. 

This year, the Society also engaged 
Explorers Reyhaneh Maktoufi, Federico 
Pardo, Prakash Matada, Martin Edström 
and Babak Tafreshi to create new workshop 
curricula and meet the growing demand 
for workshops that elevate storytelling 
from an art to a core, strategic competency 
critical for day-to-day business success. 

Since the onset of the Storytellers Collective 
initiative, half a million dollars has been generated 
and invested back into the Explorer community. 

To learn more about Storytellers Collective, visit  
natgeo.org/storytellerscollective.

Left to right: Visitors experience “Som Natura,” an immersive traveling 
exhibition. Visitors at the “Oceans” exhibition at Villa Bardini in 
Florence, Italy. Young visitors to The Momentary in Bentonville, AR, 
enjoy the “Greatest Wildlife Photographs” exhibition. Explorer Sara 
Hylton leads a Storytellers Collective workshop. A visitor experiences 
the immersive “Som Natura” exhibition. 7372
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THE POWER OF 

PHILANTHROPY
In 2025, thanks to the generous contributions of our global community of 
donors, the National Geographic Society raised more than $200 million to 
support Explorers working around the world to illuminate and protect the 
wonder of our world through science, innovation, conservation, education 
and storytelling. Together, we achieved the strongest-ever fundraising 
year in the Society’s history, giving us the resources to expand and scale the 
impact of our work to create a brighter future for people and the planet. 

We are deeply grateful for your partnership in supporting changemakers 
making a positive impact in the world and for enabling the largest 
expansion in the Society’s history: the 2026 opening of the Museum of 
Exploration, a 21st century convening space where global scientists, experts, 
policymakers and world leaders will join with the public to celebrate the 
power of fearless exploration and bold innovation to drive positive change.

Thank you for helping to protect our oceans and landscapes, 
safeguard threatened species, and preserve our natural and cultural 
heritage. We couldn’t do it without you.

I am overwhelmed by the generous support of our global 
community of donors. The unprecedented fundraising 
results of 2025 equate to a transformative impact. By uniting 
in support of the Society, our donors are ensuring that our 
Explorers have the resources to continue their critical work 
toward the vibrancy and resiliency of our planet. Thank 
you for standing with us and for supporting the National 
Geographic Society’s mission to illuminate and protect the 
wonder of our world.”

KARA RAMIREZ MULLINS 
Chief Advancement Officer 
National Geographic Society 
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Opposite page: A researcher’s headlamp casts a beam of light into the night sky.



2025 BY THE  

NUMBERS

$208.1M
raised to support Explorers and mission programs

136
new commitments of  
$100K or more

$15.1M
raised in Annual Giving  
& Membership 

4
consecutive years raising over  
$100M for the Society

100%
of philanthropic contributions 
invested into programmatic priorities

100%
philanthropic participation from 
the Society’s Board of Trustees 
and senior leadership team

21 
new gifts of $1M or more, including  
nine at $3M and above

A colony of eastern Steller sea lions gather on rocks in the McRae 
Islet of the Malaspina Strait near Vancouver, Canada. 7776
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to insider previews and hard hat tours, as well 
as presentations by Explorer Victoria Herrmann 
and 2024 Rolex National Geographic Explorer of 
the Year Fernando Trujillo, who shared insights 
on how the Base Camp renovation will connect 
the public more intimately with their work and 
inspire them to take action for our planet. 

In the fall, we introduced a unique Base Camp 
giving circle that focuses on National Geographic’s 
iconic legacy of geography and mapmaking and 
celebrates the physical space and location of 
our reimagined Washington, D.C. campus. The 
Cartographer’s Circle comprises donors who 
have made special one-time gifts to Base Camp 
in the amount of $38,000 or $77,000, reflecting 
the coordinates of the Society’s headquarters, 
38° 54’ 19” N, 77° 02’ 16” W. We thank the 
members of our Cartographer’s Circle for their 
critical support of our Base Camp project.

With the help of our donors and partners, we are 
creating an innovative experience that welcomes 
Explorers, learners and dreamers from around 
the globe, deepening their understanding of 
and connection to the wonders of our world.

Base Camp: Home of the Explorer
Since our groundbreaking in 2022, the National 
Geographic Society’s generous donor community 
has played an integral role in the creation of 
the National Museum of Exploration (MOE), 
supporting our vision of a global hub for 
collaboration, a powerful platform to amplify 
our Explorers’ work, and a must-see destination 
that inspires the Explorer in everyone. 

With the opening of the Museum of Exploration, 
visitors of all ages will be transported from the 
nation’s capital to ecosystems, field sites and 
investigations around the globe — walking 
in the boots of Explorers like Sandesh Kadur, 
diving into the depths with Sylvia Earle, and 
going on assignment with photographers 
Thomas Peschak and KM Reyes. The MOE 
will open its doors to everything the Society 
has to offer, from our legendary library and 
map archives, to an expanded exhibit gallery 
showcasing the work of our Explorers, iconic 
photography and world-famous artifacts, 
to new exhibitions that spark curiosity and 
inspire wonder in visitors old and young. 

Throughout the year, our partners and 
donors witnessed the Museum of Exploration 
construction project. This included invitations 

We are grateful to our Base 
Camp Founding Donors*:
Cornerstone Gifts
• Rolex
• Lilly Endowment Inc. 

Base Camp Founding Donors
• Anonymous
• The Bill and Donna Marriott Foundation
• Katherine and David Bradley, 

Spencer, Carter and Adam Bradley
• The Brendan & Helen Bechtel Foundation
• Bonnie† and Jere Broh-Kahn
• Jean and Steve Case
• Cengage
• Jack and Laura Dangermond I Esri
• EPAM
• Evan and Mariana Greenberg
• Margaret Jacobs
• The Honorable Richard Terrance 

Kennedy and Heidi E. Morgan
• Lilly Endowment Inc. 
• Lyda Hill Philanthropies
• Deborah M. Lehr and John F. W. Rogers
• Polly and Kevin Maroni
• Strive and Tsitsi Masiyiwa
• Inna and Mark Moore
• Panasonic Projector & Display Americas
• Nancy E. Pfund and Phillip L. Polakoff
• Josh and Danyelle Resnick
• Rolex
• The Roski Family
• Jill Tiefenthaler and Kevin Rask
• Trebek Family Foundation
*as of December 31, 2025

LET’S BUILD IT TOGETHER

To learn more about Base Camp or to support the project, please 
contact Kara Ramirez Mullins, the Society’s chief advancement officer, 
at kmullins@ngs.org, or visit natgeo.org/building-our-future.

This page: A striking millwork ceiling feature in the 
National Geographic Museum of Exploration, constructed 
from sustainably-sourced ash wood.

BASE CA MP 

HOME OF THE 
EXPLORER

The National Geographic Society has always been the Home 
of the Explorer — a place where scientists and innovators 
from around the world would return from the field to share 
their important work and develop solutions to the greatest 
challenges we face. The Museum of Exploration will inspire 
people from across the globe to join this community of 
changemakers in experiencing the wonders of our world, 
creating connections with each other, and by working 
together — building a healthier future for us all.”

MARGARET JACOBS
Principal Donors Society Member, Hubbard Council Member  
and Base Camp Founding Donor78
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Standing in the Costa Rican night beside 
Explorer at Large Rodrigo Medellín watching 
bats take flight changed how we think about 
these extraordinary animals and deepened 
our sense of connection to the natural world. 
What began as curiosity transformed into 
admiration for these fascinating creatures 
that play such a vital role in healthy 
ecosystems. Experiences like this are why 
we proudly support National Geographic 
Explorers, like Rodrigo, who open our eyes  
to the wonder of our planet.”

RO AND MARTIN KING
Principal Donors Society, Hubbard Council and 
Alexander Graham Bell Legacy Society Members

Explorer-Centric Opportunities

Regional Donor Events 

As a global nonprofit organization, the 
Society has successfully built — and continues 
to grow — a culture of philanthropy. 

The support of our donors over the past 138 
years makes our work possible and strengthens 
our team and Explorers. One successful area 
of this direct support is Regional Donor 
Events, in which members of our giving 
societies, trustees and other distinguished 
members of the National Geographic 
community offer to host an event to connect 
an audience with the work of our Explorers. 

In 2025, the Society held Regional Donor Events 
in cities nationwide, with a purpose-driven and 
passionate Explorer speaking at each event. 
Highlights include Explorer and Founder of 
Photo Ark, Joel Sartore, at the University Club 
of Chicago, bringing his animal photographs 
and conservation efforts to life, and Explorer 
David Gruber of Project CETI at a private home 
in Dallas, showcasing video technology from 
Exploration Technology Lab, which makes it 
possible to collect video and audio at extreme 
ocean depths where sperm whales hunt. 

Through these and other Regional Donor Events, 
our philanthropic community steps forward to 
showcase the Society’s mission and our grant-
supported Explorers to a broader audience. 

For more information about these amazing 
opportunities, please contact Kara Ramirez 
Mullins, the Society’s chief advancement officer, 
at (800) 373-1717 or kmullins@ngs.org.

Leadership Donor Expeditions

Leadership Donor Expeditions provide exclusive, 
personal and deep engagement with our mission, 
leadership and critical initiatives around the 
world. These one-of-a-kind, invitation-only travel 
experiences for dedicated supporters and leaders 
of the Society bring together a select group to 
witness the people and places fueled through our 
grants and additional philanthropic investments. 

Leadership Expeditions create a stronger future for 
the Society as meaningful stories, the wonder of 
our natural and cultural world, and the unparalleled 
results of our Explorer-led work come to life.

In March, we experienced India alongside 
Explorers native to the country: Sandesh Kadur, 
Arati Kumar-Rao, Malaika Vaz, Krithi Karanth, 
Prakash Matada, Prasenjeet Yadav and Eshika 
Fyzee. We explored Indian biodiversity and rich 
cultural landscapes, giving our donors an up-close 
look at the extraordinary work of our Explorers, 
including a tour of New Delhi, a tiger safari in 
Ranthambore, and a leopard safari in Jaipur.

Also this year, the Society selected the 
destinations for the next two years: Thailand in 
2026 and Egypt in 2027. The itineraries for both 
Leadership Donor Expeditions include Explorers 
in action, from experiencing natural beauty 
and conservation efforts to enjoying exclusive 
cultural tours and interactive sessions with 
Explorers. They will highlight both Thailand and 
Egypt in an unforgettable way, with participants 
witnessing firsthand the profound impact of the 
generous contributions of Society donors.

Clockwise from left:  Floral display in Jaipur welcomed visitors from the Society’s Leadership Giving expedition to India. Petros 
Dermetzis and Mar Cano stand near the Taj Mahal during the Society’s 2025 Leadership Giving expedition to India. Explorer Sandesh 
Kadur holds a camera in India’s Ranthambore National Park during the Society’s 2025 Leadership Giving expedition to India. 
Participants in the Society’s 2025 Leadership Giving expedition to India gather in Jaipur for a group photo with the Society’s flag. 

We are honored to have hosted two events 
for the Society, most recently featuring the 
incredible National Geographic Explorer Alex 
R. Hearn. Our guests were thrilled to have 
dedicated time with Alex discussing whale 
shark migrations in the Galápagos Islands 
and how new technologies help protect 
these majestic creatures. It was an engaging 
afternoon and a wonderful reminder of the 
power of science and exploration to effect 
meaningful and lasting change in our world.”

LAVINIA TOUCHTON AND JEFF ADBERG
Hubbard Council Members8080 81
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The Principal Donors Society is the National Geographic Society’s 
highest designation for lifetime giving, recognizing individual, 
corporate and foundation donors who have supported the Society 
through cumulative philanthropic support of $1 million or more. 
Principal Donors have distinguished themselves as some of the 
Society’s most loyal stewards, investing generously in scientific 
research, exploration, education, storytelling and Base Camp. 
Each year, new members are inducted and celebrated at a special 
event held in conjunction with the Storytellers Summit. In 2025, we 
inducted eight new Principal Donors into the Society: Jeffrey and 
Darlene Anderson, Allison Bennington, Katherine and David Bradley, 
Disney Conservation Fund, IBM Corporation, John Templeton 
Foundation, Look and See Foundation, and Polly and Kevin Maroni. 

For more information regarding the Principal Donors Society, 
please contact Kara Ramirez Mullins, chief advancement 
officer, at (800) 373-1717 or kmullins@ngs.org.

2025 Members 

EXPLORER LEVEL ($50M+)
Chubb Charitable Foundation 
Evan and Mariana Greenberg 
Lilly Endowment Inc. 
Rolex

VISIONARY LEVEL ($25M-$49.9M)
Jack and Laura Dangermond  |  Esri

CHANGEMAKER LEVEL 
($10M-$24.9M)
Allen Family Philanthropies 
Bezos Earth Fund 
Bloomberg Philanthropies 
The Brendan & Helen Bechtel Foundation 
Jean and Steve Case 
Cengage 
De Beers Group 
Rituals Cosmetics 
Mary M. Shore* 
Suzanne P. Smith * 
Eugenia Williams*

INNOVATOR LEVEL ($5M-$9.9M)
Bonnie* and Jere Broh-Kahn 
Monica Cichetti* 
Don Quixote Foundation 
Erika E. Edens* 
EPAM 
Richard Goldman* and Rhoda Goldman* 
IBM Corporation 
Lyda Hill Philanthropies 
Lindblad Expeditions, Inc. 
Lockheed Martin 
The Look and See Foundation 
Inna and Mark Moore 
Postcode Lottery Netherlands 
Roger & Rosemary Enrico Foundation 
Edward P. Roski, Jr. 
Jared H. Saure* and Bertha M. Saure* 

ILLUMINATOR LEVEL 
($2 . 5M-$4.9M)
Anonymous 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
Amazon Web Services, Inc. 
Stephen S. Ball * 
The Climate Pledge 
Google.org 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Government of Benin | République du Bénin 
Christine L. Honnen 
Margaret Jacobs 
David H. Koch* 
The Lee and Juliet Folger Fund 
LGT Venture Philanthropy 
Microsoft 
Oracle 
John W. Packie* 
Panasonic Projector & Display Americas 
PepsiCo 
The Philip Stephenson Foundation 
Walter Scott, Jr.* 

Tanka Foundation 
Templeton World Charity Foundation 
Dieter Zottl*

NAVIGATOR LEVEL ($1M-$2 .49M)
Anonymous (6)
The Alfred Kobacker and Elizabeth Trimbach Fund
Jeffrey and Darlene Anderson
Allison Bennington
The Bill and Donna Marriott Foundation
Lucy, Henry and Sumner Billingsley
Robert K. Black* and J. Ormond Sanderson, Jr.
Thomas E. Bolger*
Sheila and Mike Bonsignore
Katherine and David Bradley
Mary E. “Lee” Brenneisen*
Diane and Hal Brierley
Builders Vision
Anne Page Chiapella
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Richard and Cornelia Corbett
Alice and David Court
Disney Conservation Fund
The Enrico Foundation
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
The Farlight Foundation
Fondation Segré 
G. Goff Foundation
Caroline D. Gabel
Karl Hagen*
Robert S. Herman*
Mildred J. Husband *
John Templeton Foundation
George A. Kalogridis and Andrew G. Hardy
James C. Kautz*
Kia America, Inc.
Ro and Martin King
La Mer Technology
Deborah M. Lehr and John F.W. Rogers 
Kristin and Sven Lindblad
Juli and Tom Lindquist
Anna and Robert Livingston
Polly and Kevin Maroni
J.W. Marriott, Jr. and Donna Marriott*
Mark Maslack*
Nelson M. Millsberg
Greg and Mary Moga
L. David and Nancy Montague in 

memory of Mark David Montague
Nancy E. Pfund and Phillip L. Polakoff
PNC Financial Services, Inc.
Josh and Danyelle Resnick
Royal Bank of Canada (RBC)
Roger W. Sant and Congresswoman Doris Matsui
Constance Schwarzkopf*
The Seaver Institute 
Emanuel Stern
Beverly M. Stone*
Jill Tiefenthaler and Kevin Rask
Trebek Family Foundation
Jorge E. Villalba*
Robin and Liselotte Vince
Walmart Foundation
Garry Weber
John Wilhelm*
Tracy and Catherine Wolstencroft
Clara Wu Tsai

*In memoriam

PRINCIPAL DONORS SOCIETY 

Whether discussing whale communication with 
David Gruber, ocean conservation with Enric Sala, 
or leveraging cutting-edge satellite technology 
to enable conservation on a planetary scale with 
Martin Wikelski, I feel embedded in the work. As 
a volunteer leader, my greatest joy is bringing 
others into this inner circle and introducing them 
to the Society’s leadership team and Explorers. 
Seeing the spark of inspiration when others 
connect personally with the organization’s mission 
is a reminder that our collective support is a crucial 
driver behind landmark discoveries.”

ALLISON BENNINGTON
Principal Donors Society and Hubbard Council Member 

Clockwise from left: Explorer Pete Muller speaking at the 2025 Principal Donors 
Society Induction Ceremony and Celebration. National Geographic Society Chief 
Advancement Officer Kara Ramirez Mullins, Allison Bennington, and Society Chief 
Executive Officer Jill Tiefenthaler at the 2025 Principal Donors Society Celebration. 
Vice chair of the Society Board of Trustees Katherine Bradley and David Bradley at 
the 2025 Principal Donors Society Celebration. Society Chief Advancement Officer 
Kara Ramirez Mullins, Leslie Huetter, Dr. Mark Penning and Society Chief Executive 
Officer Jill Tiefenthaler at the 2025 Principal Donors Society Celebration.82
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We are deeply grateful for the support of the generous individuals, families, corporations, foundations and agencies 
that are helping to advance our mission to illuminate and protect the wonder of our world. This list reflects new 
commitments and cash gifts of $1,000 or more received between January 1 and December 31, 2025.

$25,000,000 AND 
ABOVE
Chubb Charitable Foundation
Evan and Mariana Greenberg
Lilly Endowment Inc.

$10,000,000-
$24,999,999
Rituals Cosmetics

$5,000,000 -
$9,999,999
Allen Family Philanthropies
Cengage
EPAM 

$2,500,000 -
$4,999,999
The Brendan & Helen 

Bechtel Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Google.org
Margaret Jacobs
PepsiCo
Rolex

$1,000,000 -
$2,499,999
Anonymous (5)
Adobe
Bob and Dori Arrington
The Bill and Donna 

Marriott Foundation
Jean and Steve Case
De Beers Group
Don Quixote Foundation
The Enrico Foundation
G. Goff Foundation
David and Carrie Marriott
Inna and Mark Moore
John W. Packie*
Postcode Lottery Netherlands 
Josh and Danyelle Resnick

$500,000 -$999,999
Anonymous (2)
The Alfred Kobacker and 

Elizabeth Trimbach Fund
Henry Conti*
Margaret Dawson
Christine L. Honnen*
The Geetika Jain Foundation
John D. and Catherine T. 

Macarthur Foundation
John Templeton Foundation
George Kalogridis and 

Andy Hardy
Robert E. Kesel*
Kia America, Inc.
Ro and Martin King
Chris Larsen and Lyna Lam
Deborah M. Lehr and 

John F.W. Rogers 
LGT Venture Philanthropy
MAC3 Impact Philanthropies
John B. McCallister*
Panasonic Projector & 

Display Americas
Paul M. Angell Family 

Foundation
Jimmy Priester
Principal Foundation
Jill Tiefenthaler and 

Kevin Rask
Ted and Michele Waitt 
- TTMMC Fund

Dr. Jacqueline H. Werner*
John Wilhelm*

$250,000 -$499,999
Anonymous (2)
Allison Bennington
Burroughs Wellcome Fund
David and Minde Busch*
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
April and John Delaney
Delta Philanthropies
Kelly and Alec Dickman
The Farlight Foundation
Alyssum Foltz
Forbright Bank
Ford Foundation
Caroline D. Gabel, Shared 

Earth Foundation
Anna and Robert Livingston
Lyda Hill Philanthropies
Maxwell/Hanrahan 

Foundation
Elizabeth Moore
Oracle
Robert R. McCormick 

Foundation
Mr. Mark E. Speese
Standard Industries
Florence Cahill Stanley*
Emanuel Stern
Templeton World 

Charity Foundation
Alexandra G. Thompson
Darryl B. Weide*

$100,000 -$249,999
Anonymous (5)
Jeffrey and Darlene Anderson
Deb Ashner
BAND Foundation
Sumner and Lucy Billingsley
Greg S. Bottomley*
Katherine and David Bradley
Diane and Hal Brierley
Edith S. Briskin and The 

SKS Foundation
Laura Brown and Scott 

Satterfield
Ronald and Emma Burch
Charities Aid Foundation
Thomas and Lynda Coghlan
Common Era
Jack and Laura 

Dangermond | Esri
Disney Conservation Fund
Donald Slavik Family 

Foundation
Mrs. JoEllen Doornbos
The Earth and Humanity 

Foundation
Henry and Lindsay 

Ellenbogen
Stephen and Mary Fellner*
Mr. David M. Fiedler
Thomas S. Fitzgerald*
Lauren Hannan Shafer
Sharon A. Hargrave*
Inasmuch Foundation
Jacarlene Foundation
Tatiana Kaletsch
Sheldon Kay
The Honorable Richard 

Terrance Kennedy and 
Heidi E. Morgan

Michael and Karen Konigsfeld

Nicholas P. Lapham and 
Gardiner O. Lapham

Robert & Carlos Li Charitable 
Fund In Memory of Lien 
Chun and Hiroko Li

Ruth Lievano and Anand 
Krishnamurthy

Paul Lorenz
LXR Hotels & Resorts
Polly and Kevin Maroni
Donald J. Martin
Greg and Mary Moga
Ms. Lois Morrison and 

Mr. Justin Daab
Mac and Merline Murray
The Nature Conservancy
Nancy E. Pfund and 

Phillip L. Polakoff
The Philip Stephenson 

Foundation
RBC Foundation USA
Chris and Lauren Renaud
Fay E. Robison* (Jessica 

Ronson-Jones)
E. J. Safran*
Gerald Sankey
The Sarena Snider Foundation
William J. and Susan E. Schultz
The Seaver Institute
Shirley K. Schlafer Foundation
Grant Stapleton and 

Eva Davey
Brian J. Sugrowe
Ms. Andrea Wallack
Kerri and Dennis Williams
World Health Organization

$50,000 -$99,999
Anonymous (6)
Boladji Agueh
Joy and Frank Albi
Carlos Aviña Ruesga
Fritz and Ginger Bachem
Nancy and Randy Best
Fred Boehm*
Kate and Lane Britain
Ned and Jean Brockenbrough
Jere and *Bonnie Broh-Kahn
Emily and Rodney Cook
Andrew Cruz
Durham Family Foundation
Margareta and Staffan 

Encrantz
Francis Noz Heritage Fund
Bob and Betty Geltz
Elizabeth Gonzalez
Jane E. Gustafson
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Hale
Erina and Rudolf Hanka*
Henry Luce Foundation
Elizabeth Holden
Kenneth M. Jones
Alycia Joy
JS Charitable Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Stewart Karlinsky
Margo Kaufman*
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser
Ms. Donna Nappen Kimmel
Justin Krebs
Lata Krishnan
Kristin and Sven Lindblad
Dina and David McCormick
MPB
Ms. Ruth O. Mutch
Timothy S. Nash

Mr. Jeffrey O’Donnell
Mrs. Diane Pachetti
Joseph G. Pizzuto
Paul Porch
Patrick Charles Read
Rob and Nancy Chimsky 

Charitable Trust
Mikiyah Roberson
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Bhavesh Patel
Chaula Patel
Mr. Richard Paterson
Craig and Cynthia Patterson
Jonathan Paul
Ms. Nickie H. Paul
Teresa Pauletto
Ms. Mary E. Pautz
Karen Paver
Ms. Rhonda L. Paxton
Dr. Claudia E. Pearce
Harry T. Pearce
Scot Pearson
Mac and Suzanne Peden
David Peeler
Phyllis Pei

Ms. Alice J. Peltz
Mr. William Pender
Ms. Margaret S. Penirian
Mr. Richard Pentecost
Ecio Pereira da silva
Mr. Michael D. Perkins
Ms. Linda Perlman
James Person
Steven Pesner
Dr. Steven Petak
Mr. Henry Petermann
Penelope Peters
Ken Petersen
Dick Peterson
Noralee A. Peterson
Bernard Peyton
Duane A. Pfeffer
Mark Phariss and Vic Holmes
Ms. Valerie Phelps
Mr. Donald S. Phillips
Ms. Wendy P. Phillips
Ms. Nanette Phinney and 

Mr. Martin Breidenbach
Ms. Ilene Photos
Victoria Photos
Pian Silverman Family 

Foundation
Roger and Mary-Louis Pick
Ms. Oxana K. Pickeral
Ralph Pickett
Martha W. Pierce
William Pierce
Ms. Allene Pierson
Barbara L. Pilert
Gerald and Julie Piltzer
Stellar Solutions Foundation
Mr. Ken D. Pischel and Ms. 

Katherine M. Ozanich
Laura Pitchford
Bradley Pittman
Julienne Pitts
Nick Plank
Raymond Platt
Ms. Katie E. Plett
Roger Pomerance
Alan Pomerantz
John Poole
Clark and Kathryn Porter
Kirstin Powel
Veronica C. Powell
Mrs. Jennifer Prelack
Ms. Karen Prentice
Susan and Susan Prentiss
David Press
Virginia R. Prevosto and 

Mark Whitman
Mr. Henry Price
Jill Price
Allison & Robert Price 

Charitable Trust
Mrs. Stephanie Price
Pride Foundation
Ms. Audrey Prosch
Ms. Bernadette S. Prue
Mr. Peter Pryor
Mr. James L. Purdie
Dr. Lisa P. Purdy
Judy Purze
Katherine Putensen
George Putnam
Jack Putnam and 

Jean Gortner
William Pyott
Mr. Ray Quickel
Mr. Tom Quinn
Mr. Simon Rabe-Hesketh
Ms. Ann Raden
Mr. Kevin Rader
Mr. Ram Raghavan
John E. Raha
Lester Raines
Ms. Judith A. Ramaley
Natalie D. Ramsey
Andrea Rankin
Mr. Mike S. Rankin
Lela Ransohoff
Ms. Cynthia M. Ransom
Srinivas and Sumita Rao
Richard and Patricia Rapp 8786
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Allan Rappuhn
Paul Rasgorshek and 

Marilyn Rosgorshek
Brian Rasmussen
Mr. Matthew Rattigan
Dr. Andrew Rausch
Mayuri Ravi
Ms. Patricia Rawlings
Margot Rawlins and 

Mark Rawlins
Gertrude Reagan
Charles Realini
Ms. Lyssa Reese
Ms. Jeanine Reeves
Ann and William Regan
Joanne Regan
Mrs. Patricia Reich
Ross Reichard
James Reid and Betty Reid
Charlotte Reilly
Mr. Gernot Reiners
Katherine Reinhard
Norbert Reis
Joann Rennack
Matthew Renninger
Mr. Greg Resnick
Barry and Kathryn Rettkowski
Ms. Ursula Reusch
Stephanie Rexford
Michael Reyes
Mr. Joseph Reynolds
Scott and Cathy Reynolds
Traeanne Reynolds
William and Crystal Ribich
Stephen Rice
Kenneth C. Rich
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Richardson
Mrs. Evette Richardson
J. Kemp and Marsha 

Richardson
Mr. Mark Richardson
Dr. Marie Richman and Dr. 

Dennis C. Richman
Ronald Richter
Dr. Greg M. Ridder and 

Dr. Linda A. Ridder
Carolyn Riddle
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm 

Ridgway
Michael Riggs
Ms. Michelle Riley
Mr. Gordon Ringold
Daniel Riordan and 

Diane Magrane
Ms. Patricia D. Risse
Judith T. Roan
Ms. Beth Robb and Mr. 

Paul L. Da Silva
Eric Robbins
Ann Roberts
Bryan and Mary-Margaret 

Roberts
Mr. Dave J. Roberts
Mr. James N. Roberts
Jane Roberts
Marilyn C. Roberts 

and Pat Roberts
Ms. Mary D. Roberts
Caroline Robertson
Elaine Robins
Charles Robinson
Emerson and Judy Robinson
Billie and Sheri Robison
Daniel D. Roby
Gregory Roden
Sandra Rodgers
Michael Rodriguez
Mr. Richard Roe
Mr. William F. Roemer
Amy Rogers
Mr. Craig A. Rogerson 

and Ms. Ai L. Chan
Rafael Rohena, Jr. and 

Joanne Gordon
Richard Rohr
Mr. Pere Roma
Eric Rongey
Mike Roose
The Rorer Foundation Inc.

William J. Rosdil
Christine and James Rose
Ms. Delia M. Rose
Mr. Edwin Rose
Mr. John Rose
Lynda Rose
Steven W. Rosen
Ms. Rosa Rosenberg
Sivaan Rosenberg
Stephen Rosenberger
Charley and Lanora 

Rosenberry
Mr. Eric Ross and Ms. 

Nicole MacNeel
Drs. Steven and Maren Ross
Dave Rossetti and 

Dr. Jan Avent
Linda Rotering
Jane Rothert
Mr. Robert W. Rounsavall III
Dr. Susan Roux
Stephen Rowe
Christopher Rowley
Ms. Jennifer Rubenstein
Ann Rubin-Ladd
Mr. Eric Rubin
Michael Rucker
Gary Rude
Mr. Peter Rudy and Mr. 

Richard Meiss
Ms. Deborah Ruiz
Rodney and Mary Runestad
Anne Runge
Mrs. Kathy Runk
Joanna Rupp
Mr. Frank E. Russell
Thomas A. and 

Georgina T. Russo
Ms. Cynthia Rustanius
Eric Ryan and Janet Cinelli
Janine and Patrick Ryan
Paul Ryan
Sean Ryan
Ilena Sack*
Joan Safran
Jose E. Sahab Jaik
Mr. Paul A. Salcido
Mr. Kary Saleeby
M Kealy Salomon
Jeff Salt
Ms. Barbara Samuels
Jennifer San Cartier
Roberto Sanabria
Dr. Marc Sanders
Richard Sandford
Sandra J. Sandine
Ms. Margaret Sanfilipo
Elana Santerre
Mrs. Beatrice Santo Domingo
Mr. Scott Saperston
Mr. Mark Sapperstein
Stacy Sapperstein
Ms. Joyce A. Saturley
Dr. Nancy Sauer
Christopher R. Saulsbury
Kent Saylor
Paul R. Schachtsick
Janice E Schaefer Ph.D.
Mr. Robert L. Schafer and 

Mrs. Susan E. Bowman
Mr. Jack Schaffer
Mr. Douglas Scharbauer
Kristin Scharf and John 

Michopoulos
Andrew J. Scheidecker 

and Jing Xong
Dr. Thomas Schenk
Brian Schick and 

Karen F. Varney
Drs. Patty and Arthur Schiff
Raymond E. Schilderink
Mr. William J. Schilling
Dr. and Mrs. Allen L. Schlamp
Jane W. Schlegel
Mrs. Jonell E. Schlund
Mr. Paul Schmidbauer
Mr. Bruce E. Schmidt
Sharon Schmidt
Stephanie B. Schmidt

Ms. Linda G. Schneider
Maggie Schneiderman
Mr. Robert Schooley
Mr. Philippe Schrader
Mr. Jack R. Schreiber
Mr. Benjamin Schroeder
George and Susan Schroeder
Gunther Schroth
Ms. Martha J. Schultz
Mrs. Mary Lou Schultz
Hans Schulz and 

Ingrid M. Schulz
Mr. Donald Schumacher
Ms. Maura S. Schumacher
Melinda Schwartz
Linda Schwartzstein 

and Lee Goodwin
Pam Scollard and 

Larry Scollard
Mr. Angus M. Scott
John Scott
Mr. Ronald Scott
Marilyn Scripps
J. Brian Searles
Antoinette Sebastian
Mrs. Melna Lynn Sedwick
Ms. Karen Segal
George and Carole Seger
Chandra Sekar
Mr. Andrew J. Selep
Karen Selph and 

Christopher Measures
Mr. Keith R. Sendall
Mary Serling
Ms. Susan M. Setterberg
Mrs. Patricia A. Seyb
Debbie and David Shafer
Bruce Shaffer
Mr. and Mrs. David N. Shaffer
Jogen Shah
Dr. Rajiv Shah
James Shank
Pat Shanks
Dr. Tzu and Mrs. Jeannie Shao
Ms. Caroline Sharp
Lee and Sheila Shaw
Bernard Sheahan and 

Alison N. Sheahan
Mrs. Margaret C. Shen
Jeffrey Shender and 

Sandra Berkowitz
Dary Shenefelt
Dr. Howard M. Sheridan
Mr. James D. Shields and 

Ms. Gayle M. Merling
Mr. John A. Shields
Mr. Ken Shifrin
Ms. Carolyn Shine
Stephen Shires
Martin Shively and 

Donna Shively
Joyce Shoemaker
Christine Shore
Sandra Shore
Deborah A. Shroyer
Jean L. Shuler
Lloyd Shulman
Ms. Caroline N. Sidnam
Dietmar Siemann
Thomas H. Siemers
Mr. Scott J. Sigman
Ohnemkee Silver
Richard Silvergleid
Patricia Silverman
Robert Silverman and 

Patricia Silverman
Bonny Simi
Ms. Ilene W. Simmons
Dennis Simonson
Michael Simplot
Dorothy Simpson
Ernestine R. Sisson
Mr. George I. Skillman
Yvonne M. Slifka
Ms. Janice M. Slosson
Mr. Radford Slough
Ms. Nanette Smelter
R. Emery and Mary Lee Smiser
Barry and Michele Smith

Cheryl S. Smith
Christopher Smith
Dr. Craig H. Smith and Ms. 

Mary S. Heffernan
Ms. Dorothy D. Smith
Ms. Emily Smith
Ms. Francoise J. Smith
Dr. Glen Smith
James F. Smith and 

Sherry L. Smith
Kellie Smith
Linda S. Smith
Meredith Smith
Paul and Elizabeth Smith
Philip S. Smith
Ms. Robin Smith
Ms. Sandra R. Smith
Mr. Walter Smith
William Smith
Elizabeth Snyder
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Snyder
Noah Sodano
Candace Soligan
Peter Soliz
Mr. Gabriel Songel
Patricia Sosa
Ms. Adele C. Soto
Laura Soussan
Richard and Ruth Sparks
Alexander and Jennifer Speal
Margaret M. Spears
Ms. Jennifer Speers
Robert Spence
Bob and Susan Spieth
John and Shirley Spinelli
Alan and Elaine Spitzer
David Sprinkle
Mr. Thomas Spross
Mr. and Ms. James St. George
Mr. and Mrs. Georges 

C. St. Laurent, Jr.
James Stackhouse
Arnold and  Stancell
Ms. Lynne Stanley
Nancy Stanton
Verne Stapenhorst
Jeff Starling
Ms. Michelle A. Steane and 

Mr. Mark G. Widish
Mr. Henry H. Stebbins
Mr. Herbert D. Steele
Norma K. Steele
Joan Steiger
Stelfox Foundation
Ms. Cynthia Stellmack
Robert and Cynthia Stellmack
Deborah D. Stemwedel
Ms. Susan Stern
Mr. Barry S. Sternlicht
Marti J. Steussy
Barbara N. Stevens
Mr. John A. Stevens
James L. Stewart
The John Byron Stibdard 

and Anna Stibdard 
Family Trust*

Lambertha Stier
Mr. John W. Stockwell, Jr.
Emily Stoddard
Jeffry L. Stoddard and 

Kristine S. Stoddard
Ms. Diana A. Stork
Ms. Karen M. Stott
Bruce Stout and 

Wendy E. Wolf
Erin Stover
Mr. Stephan Strachan
Melinda Stranberg
Ms. Carolyn Strand
James F. Stratton and 

Craig Austin
Mr. Gregory J. Street
Debra Streich and 

Robert Jachim
Ms. Alexandria Strelow
Nancy Stuckey
Beth Stump
Marie Stump
Frances Sturgess

Ms. Donna Sublett
Mr. Herbert Sue
Charles H. Sullivan
Kathryn and Bradley Sullivan
Mr. Carl Sunshine
Michele Sunshine
Mary H. Surface
Thomas Surrette and 

Hemal Surrette
Tom and Marilyn Sutton
Ms. Linda Svitak
Mr. Scott Swain
John and Diana Swanson
Dr. and Mr. Kimberly 

S. Swanson
Nancy Swanson
Suzanne Swanson and 

James Swanson
Mr. Peter D. Swift
Julia Swords
Joseph Sytwu
Rebecca Tabb
Ms. Sylvia V. Taborelli
Shim J. Taek
Daniel Talecki
Kai Fei Tan
Almario and Luvenia Tantoco
Freddie and Katherine Tate
Mr. William B. Tausig
Robert G. Tautges and 

Kathleen M. Tautges
Barbara B. Taylor
Bradford and Linda Taylor
Cynthia Taylor
Dr. Kay Taylor
Paul and Cara Taylor
Sue Taylor and Robert Taylor
Ms. Holly Teetzel
Robert and Marjorie 

Templeton
Jeffrey Tews and Susan Rather
Rolf Theisen and Carol 

B. Theisen
Susan Thibeault
Ms. Jean K. Thiel
Mr. Jason Thogmartin
Thomas A. and Mary S. 

James Foundation
Ms. Brenda Thompson
Drs. David Thompson
Mr. Philip Thorp
Heida Thurlow
Teresa Tidwell
Mr. Thomas W. Titsworth
Mrs. Janet T. Tobin
Marilyn Tokunaga
Chris and Bill Tompsett
Roger Tong and Linda 

Safarik-Tong
Michael and  Tooke
Tobin N. Tracey and 

Andrea Tracey
Mr. Jeffrey W. Traenkle
Michael Train
The Trio Foundation
Ms. Lisa Trivits
Gary Truitt
James W. Truman and 

Lynn M. Riddiford
Richard Trussell
Mr. Liang-Ruey Tu and 

Ms. Amy M. Marta
Robert Tunmire and 

Kathryn Tunmire
Mrs. Emily F. Turek
Carol Twyman
George and Marianne Tyler
Walter S. Tyler and 

Nancy K Tyler
Mr. Robert Tyrrell
Frances M. Unger
Carol J. Unverferth and 

Carol L. Unverferth
David Updike
Karen and Mark Upham
Anthony Utter
Mr. Robert Vagi
Mr. Jose A. Valdes
Mr. Jos van den Beemt

Nina and Henk van der Werff
Greg and Annie Van Dyke
Dr. Margaret Van Dyke
Andrew J. Van Horn and 

Kristine Chase
Alicia Van Husen
Ms. Mary Ellen Van Sise
Capt. and Mrs. Eric 

Vanderpoel
Leonardo Vargas
William and Marilyn Vaughn
Anil Veerabhadrappa
Raj N. Venkatean
Michael Vennewitz
Patricia C. Ventry
Linda Vernaci
Olga Veselova
Dr. Cheri Vetter
Randi Vicenzi
Stephen and Randi Vicenzi
Ms. Judy A. Vieira
Casey Villard
Mr. Lawrence W. Viskochil
Mr. Ronald S. Vitt and 

Mrs. Ellen Brantley
Ms. Evelyn H. Vogelsong
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon V. Voigt
Mr. Werner K. Volkmann
Mark C. Volpe
Colleen M. Wade and 

Christian J. Farmer
Carol Wagner
Mr. Daniel Wagner
Ms. Kristen R. Wagner
Charles A. Wain and 

Lorraine Wain
Ms. Cynthia C. Wainwright
Mr. Douglas Waite
Norman Waite
Mr. Waldemar Wajszczuk
Nancy Walczak
Joe Walden
Keegan Walden
Jodie Wales
Eric Walker*
John C. Walker
Ms. Leonie Walker and 

Ms. Kate O’Hanlan
Maggie Walker
Ms. Marcia A. Walker
Robert Walker
Mr. Edward D. Wall
Gary and June Wall
Mr. Allan L. Wallack
Mr. Gerard Walters
Ming H. Wang
Mr. Sean Wang
Ms. Shih-Ching Wang
Edward and Liz Ward
Rashad Wareh and 

Erin Ardleigh
Lisa Warren
Michael and Janet Warren
Susan Warren
Ms. Linda C. Washburn
Carol Watson
Kenneth Waxman
Laura Webb
Nancy Webb
Christine Weber
R. D. Webster
Janis Weeks
Dennis Wade Weeter, Ph.D.
Mr. James Weglewski
Ms. Walburga Wehner
Ms. Jennifer S. Weil
Mr. Ira Weinberg
Dr. Jennifer A. Weinberg
Janet V. and Carl G. Weis
Bette J. Weisman
Reverend Marjorie W. Weiss 

and Mr. David Derr
Gloria Weissberg
Judy Weitzman
Andrew Welcher
Janet Welcome
Larry R. Welin
Ms. Mei Chen Welland
Vicky Weller

Debrah Welling and 
Jack Intrator

Joyce M. Wellman
Mr. John R. Wells
Ahlene and David Welsh
Lucille Werlinich
Rob Werner
Mr. David West
Mr. James E. West
Joyce West
Stephen and Victoria West
Christine Weston
Steve Whaley
Wheeler Family
Carol Wheeler
Mrs. Molly White
Richard and Julia White
Susan M. White
Timothy White
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Michael and Wendy Whiting
Dr. Doug Whitley
Ms. Wendy Whitlow
Richard K. Whitmore
Mr. Malcolm Kenneth 

Whyte III and Mrs. J. 
McDade-Whyte

Mark Wiedenbeck and 
Pamela Wiedenbeck

Christa E. Wilk
John Wilkinson and 

Diane Wilkinson
W. B. Willard
Jeffrey Willemain
Mr. Bruce Williams
Ms. Charlotte A. Williams
Henry Williams
Jenna Williams
Mr. and Mrs. John Williams
John Williams and 

Sylvia J. Williams
Ms. Merrie C. Williams and 

Mr. Donald K. McCord
Robert Williams
Mr. Robert E. Williams
Ms. Valerie M. Williamson
Mrs. Zdenka Willis
Deborah Wills
Ivy Willyams
Ms. April Wilson
Ms. Bickley C. Wilson
Chris Wilson and Terry Wilson
David and Jill Wilson
Marcia S. Wilson
Rosemarie Wilson
Ms. Rosemary Wilson
Rosemary Wilson
Mr. Stephen Wilson
Bonnie Winer
Ms. Heather A. Wingard
Mr. Gregory M. Winston
Ms. Kathryn B. Winter
Mr. John Winthrop
Ms. Nancy Winthrop
Mark S. Wintner
Greg Wintroub
Gregory Witt
Ms. Suzanne H. Wohlford
Mrs. Bambi Wojciechowski
Mr. Raymond R. Wojszynski
Dr. Gregg Wolff
Dr. Karen E. Wolffe and 

Mr. Terry M. Hirsh
Kristine M. Wolley
Mr. Kiyoko Wong
Ms. Barbara L. Wood
Bill Wood
Christina D. Wood
Mr. Harold Wood
Mary K. Wood
Steve Wood
Mrs. Marion Woodfield
Leonard Woodruff
Nicholas Woodruff
Dr. Richard and Mrs. 

Ellen Wopat
Lindsay Wray
Ms. Joan S. Wrenn
Charles Wright

David T. Wright
Mrs. Denelle C. Wrightson
Merri S. Wyatt
Peta Jean Wyllie
Mr. David J. Wyse
George Yamaoka
Ms. Elizabeth Yamashita
Stephanie Yancey
Regina C. Yang
Mr. Philip Yee
Mr. Thomas Yoksas
Elizabeth Yontz and 

Chase Kennedy
Ms. Elizabeth York
DeAnn Young and 

Jay Young III
Douglas Young
Robert and Grace Young
Stanley Young
Truman Young
Mona Yurk
Mrs. Lorna Zalaha
Ken Zaremba and 

Susan Kamprath
Ken Zdeb
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Zei
Valtra Zillmann
Steven Zimmerman
Mr. Terry Zimmerman
Drs. Barry and Melinda Zitin
Stephen Zollner
Mark and Jean Marie 

Zukowski
Ms. Karen Zupko
Ms. Diane Marie Zuspan
Mr. Michael W. Zweig

*Deceased

A heard of elephants in the Okavango Delta, Botswana.

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL SOCIETY 
The Alexander Graham Bell Legacy Society honors those who have included the Society 
in their estate plans through a will, trust, or beneficiary designation or who have made a 
charitable gift annuity. In addition to the satisfaction of knowing their gift will make a long-
term impact, Legacy Society members also have the chance to come even closer to our 
work and get to know our National Geographic Explorers and leadership through exclusive 
invitations to webinars and events in Washington, D.C., and across the United States.

This year, new members brought the Alexander Graham Bell Legacy Society total to a new record 
of 138 donors who fund the Society’s science, exploration, education and storytelling efforts 
around the world, helping to advance meaningful, lasting change for generations to come.

For more information, please  
contact Emma Miller, senior  
director of planned giving, at  
(800) 373-1717 or emiller@ngs.org.

Top to bottom: AGBS members Carolyn and Chuck Stratton at “An Evening with Explorer Samuel 
Ramsey” in Boulder, Colorado. AGBS members Bob and Dori Arrington with Explorer Ved Chirayath 
in St. Petersburg, Florida. AGBS member Adrienne Ham in Ranthambore during the 2025 Leadership 
Expedition to India. 

My dad was a bit of a collector of 
National Geographic magazines. 
I grew up surrounded by those 
vibrant photos and fascinating 
stories about people and cultures 
around the world. Like my dad, 
I’ve always loved nature and 
science — and that connection 
continues now with my own 
children, who share his same spirit 
of curiosity. When reviewing 
charitable organizations to 
include in my plans, I made a list 
of those that truly reflect my 
values. At the very top was the 
National Geographic Society.”

A L E X A N D R I A  H E Y S Q U I E R D O
Alexander Graham Bell Legacy Society Member

2025 Members
Anonymous (111)
Shatha Abdullah
Mr. Nik Malik N. Z. Abidin
David and Lisa Actor
Pattie Adler (in memory 

of Richard Adler)
Elena J. Agostino
Mr. Mahbub Ahmed
Cyndi Ahrianya
Sarah Alday
Saleem Aleem
Manuel A. Alejo
Mary Beth Allen
Almeleh Family Foundation
Gabriela J. Alvarado-Orellana
Valerie Amerkhail
Timothy Ames
Mr. David M. Anderson
Jeffrey and Darlene Anderson
Joanne Anderson
Mark C. Anderson
Osteven H. Anderson
Rachael Apanovitch
Lilyana Arce-Larreta
Marjorie A. Ariano
Cynthia Arnold and Peter Stahl
Bob and Dori Arrington
Wade H. Atkinson, Jr. Esq.
Robert J. Atwater and Susan Richland
Janis Augustin
Marie-Louisa Austin
Carlos Aviña Ruesga
Fritz and Ginger Bachem
Connie Hudson Backlund
Susan Baer, Ph.D. and 

Bruce Thornburg
Ken Bailey
Joseph B. Baker
Suzanne K. Baldwin
Chris and *Linda Ball
Nancy J. Balles
Richard Banas
Kenneth M. Bania

Jacqueline Banks
Greggory Barcelow
Acqunetta Barnett
Carolyn Barnhill
Mrs. Mary Barrett-Friend 

and Mr. Donald Friend
Mark Bartlett
Ejona Basha
Sidney Bates Trust
Pepper E. Beal, Sr.
Gary L. Beasley
Bob and Cheryl Belcher
Michel M. Belisle
Chaka Bell
Inez Branch Bell
James and Kristine Bell
Marianne Belock
Nicholas Bensch
Steve Bershader and 

Maggie Godbold
Lorna Biddle
Rick Biggerstaff and Julia 

Sanford Biggerstaff
Kjestine Bijur
Natalie Birk
Scott Black
Samuel Blackstock
Stephanie Blair
William R. Blair
Dorothy Blakely
Robert E. Bliss
Katherine Bloomfield
Alida Bockino
Fred* and Margaret Boehm
Linda Bojazi
R B Bonner
Barbara Ann Boone
William Bornhauser
Dale J. Bowers
Mark C. Bowers
Eric Wilson Bowman
G. E. Boyce and Patricia Boyce

Angela Boyd
Michael Brand
Carole and Reynolds Brander
Nancy Braun
Ian and Leyla Bravo
Ms. Helene Brecher
Lynn Carol Breger
Timothy Brey
Karen Bridges
Diane and Hal Brierley
Peter Brill
Melinda Y. Brisben
Thomas P. Brobson and 

David A. Brady
Jere and *Bonnie Broh-Kahn
Franta J. Broulik
Karla J. Brown
Laura Brown and Scott Satterfield
Roger B. and Ruth Brown
Chris Brucker
Michael Bryant
Selina Bryant
Kathryn Bullis
Ronald and Emma Burch
Jane Burgarella
Mr. James C. Burks and  

Dr. Bette Jane Pappas
Mi-Asia Burns
Tom and Linda Burrer
Bush Family Charitable Fund
Saloma Byler
Wallace M. Cackowski
Julie Cady
John P. Cahill
Meaghan and Bryan Callaghan
Roger Callow
Daisy Callupe Ramos
Murphy and Marilyn Cameron
Maryann Campanella
Rich and Katie Cane
Michael A. Carcich and Diana I. Ryan
List continued next page
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Thomas W. Remar
Marya Repko
Mike Rex and Joanne 

Neugebauer-Rex
Thomas E. Reynolds
Ms. Betty M. Richardson
Jane N. Richmond
Rose M. Rick
Lucien Rico
Rozanne L. Ridgway
Ida K. Rigby, Ph.D.
Lianne Ritchie
Mikiyah Roberson
Alana Robinson
Ashleigh Renée Russell Robinson
Murray Robinson
Rafael Rohena
Patrick L. Roherty
Laurel A. Rohrer
Kevin Rolph
Milton D. Romano
Jessica Ronson-Jones
Sivaan Rosenberg
Harold and Cincy Rosenbush
Kristin Rosmorduc
Margaret K. Ross
William Rawlins Rossman
Brenda and Stephen E. Rountree
Douglas B. Rowden
Jocelyn R. Roy
Nicole A. Rubenstein
Raphail Rubinov
Sandra and Michael Ruddick
Bob and Katie Rugloski
Dr. Janet C. Ruhl and Dr. 

Theodore H. Carski
Rick Rushing
Carleen Blake Ryan
Guillermo Ryan
Elaine Sabra
Sadiq Sadauki
David Salo
*Robert K. Black and J. 

Ormond Sanderson, Jr.
Diane Sands
Gerald Sankey
Rosemary Ann Sater
Renee Saunches
Jelani Saunders
Dominick Scafuto, Jr.
Linda Schipper
J. B. and Linda Schirard
Maggie Schlubach
Tyler John Schmelz
Bruce Schmidt and Lara 

J. Chapel-Schmidt
Ms. Gisela Schmidt
Susan K. Schmidt
Jay and Ashley Schmitt
Donald J. Schneider
Brent M. Schnupp
Miles Schoedler
Dr. and Mrs. Charles M. Schoman
Cookie’s Pottery / Cookie’s 

Jars & Things
J. Howard Schultz Trust
William J. and Susan E. Schultz
Ann Maier Schumacher
Christine M. Schwark
Allison Scollar
Larry G. Scott, D.M.D.
Pierre and Concetta Scott
Benjamin M. Scribner
Errol D. Sehnke
Nancy J. Severson
Elizabeth Voth Sexton
Douglas R. Shane
Wendy Sue Shank
Joan L. Shapiro
Maureen P. Sheehan
James and Carolyn Z. Shelton 

Charitable Trust
George Sherwood
Susan L. Shillinglaw
Hiroshi Shimotake
Sydney Ann Shollenberger
Alice and Brian Shupe
Mr. Lamont Shupe
Dr. Marion J. Siegman

Scott F. Sierzega
Jeffrey I. Simons
Sharon “Ika” Simpson
Douglas Sims
J. Earl Skeel
Denette L. Sleeth and 

Dawn A. Humphrey
Sandra Elson Slemmer
Kathy Slenker
Robert E. Smiser
Karen Smith-Yoshimura
Chesley W. Smith
Chery Smith, Professor 

Emeritus-University of Minnesota
Dr. Craig H. Smith and  

Ms. Mary S. Heffernan
David Smith
Francoise J. Smith
Jonathan Smith
Kim Smith
Lauren Smith
Rebecca Gray Smith
Charlie Snow
Noah Sodano
Hong and Sunnie Son
Patricia Sosa
John and Monica Spain
Robert Spaulding and 

Estelle Yamaki
Suzanne Speelman
Krystyna Iris Speer
Deborah Maria Sperandio
Saundra and Peter Spilotro
John and Shirley Spinelli
Peter Spinner
Daniel and Heidi Spitzer
Earl C. Spohr
Amy Spratling and William 

Walter Warlick III
Gregory A. Staat and 

Carolyn L. Staat
Cynthia Arnold and Peter Stahl
Catherine Stanley and 

Charlotte Stanley-Jowers
Richard P. Starsiak
Pete Stasse
Bill and Diane Steen
Deidre A. Steinfuhr
Carol E. Steinhart
Barbara Steinmann
Mark G. Stephens
Robby W. Stephens
Janice Diane Steppe devoted 

animal lover, provider 
and protector

Gary W. Sterner and 
Susan M. Sterner

Heather M. Stewart
Melanie Stewart
Ed Stock
Charles & Carolyn Stratton
Jeff Strobel
Colbert Sturgeon
Thomas H. Stutzman
Korinne Sugasawara
Brian J. Sugrowe
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes 

and Norman J. Shachoy*
Craig A. Summers
Paul Sutter
Andrea B. Tabbat
Sylvia V. Taborelli
Joseph P. Taggart
Mary Lou Tapia
Julie A. Tate
Fred Tatro
Paulette Tavormina
Simon Taylor
Barbara Tellman
Wayne Franklin Temple
Carroll Terry
Aylin Thomas
Dana M. Thomas
Mrs. Linda Marie Thomas
Wendy Thomas
Alexandra G. Thompson
David Thompson
Elizabeth Thompson
MoMoStar Fund

Donald Tickner
Jill Tiefenthaler and Kevin Rask
Wesley Jerome Tietge
John Tobiasz-Kruszewski
Richard Tobin and Cynthia Tobin
Dale and Noriko Todaro
Benito Torres
Carol Tousha
Timothy C. Towell and 

Todd L. Towell
Langdon J. Towne and 

Jo-Ann M. Towne
Wendall Towner
Dr. Jack W. Trigg, Jr.
Jack L. Trommer
Dana Truid
Ms. Olivia Trujillo
David Truslow
Thomas and Tami Tucker
Bill J. Turner
Rosalie Udewitz
Gene E. Ulen
Barbara Uzdavinis
Cassandra Valcourt and 

Wenguerdy Felix
Nick S. Valinote
Natasha J.M.C. van Bentum
Catherine van Haelewyn
Dr. Roberto van Kuyk
Victor J. Van Lint Trust
James Vesto
Ivan and Dana Villalba
Lydia M. Villalobos
Timothy Villaluz Enriquez
Lars Viskochil
Edward H. Voigt
Charles Vorce
Janet Vorres Brickerd
Courtney and Andrew Wachtel
William and Joanne Waddington
Robert H. Walden
Dr. Janet Wall and Dr. Robert Gard *
Barbara Wallace
Carol June Wallen
Renate Wallenberg, in memory 

of Rudolf Wallenberg
Beverley Walter and 

*James W. Godshalk
Andre Mercel Walton
Kenneth William Wang
Dan Ward
Valerie Ward
Missy and Seth* Warfield
Larry D. Wasfaret
Valerie Watt
Paul Weaver
Garry Weber
Dennis Wade Weeter, PhD
Katie and Matthew Welker
Debrah Welling and Jack Intrator
Lanuel Wells
Robert Wells
Lynn Wenman
Robert A. Went
Daniel P. Weppner
Steven J. Wesolowski
Donna L. West
Debora Westbrooks, In memory of 

her daughter Nicole Westbrooks
Matthew Stephen Whisman
Timothy White
Gabriel Wiesenthal
Sarah H. Wiggin
Leon J. Wilhelm
Stephen and Robin Wilks
Caryl Willard
Jon Williams
Kerri and Dennis Williams
Louis M. Williams
Stephen A. Williams
John and Sylvia Williams
Linde Williston
Tony Wilt
Lorelei Wing
Kathleen Winger
Margreet Winkler
Mrs. Dierdre Winters
Wendy S. Wish
Linda Witerski

Douglas L. Wittren
Emma Wixom
Suzanne Wohlford
Diane B. Wood-Miller
Marion Woodfield and 

*Marc S. Weinberg
Zackary Woolworth
Dr. Amy B. Worell
Victoria Wray
David W. Wright
James Wright
Doris A. Wunsch
Christine Wynne
Junior Ximines
Ritsuko Yamaji
Marianne Yeager
Katherine Yen
Sela Yneges
Elizabeth Yontz and 

Chase Kennedy
Henri and Melanie Zajic
John and Lorna Zalaha
Ms. Victoria Ann Zanca
Bruce D. Zeller
Yiting Zheng
Allison Zibelli
Rex Zordan

*Deceased

2025 Members 
(continued)
Ms. Diana K. Carey
Diane Carlile
Cassandra Carothers
Reggie Cartee
Jean and Steve Case
Thomas D. Cassotta
Fred and Lorraine Cekau
John K. Chalmers
Adrian R. and Melanie Chamberlain
*Robert Chambers
A. Mayrianne Champagne
Vincent and Pornsri Chang
Claudia Chapek
Emma Louise Charlton
William Chatlos
Mandi (Rico) Chavez
Lawrence Chee Mun Fei and 

Alexander Chee Keng
Sandra Cherry
CHEW Huei-Ting
Anne Page Chiapella, Ph.D.
Rob and Nancy Chimsky
Annika Christensen
Gary E. Christenson
Kevin Chu
Stephen Chun and Doris Sze Chun
Michael J. Chusmir
Jean Clark
Rebecca and Hewitt Clark
Paul E. Clauson
Dawn Clawson
Lowell Clemons
Nicolette Lee Cline
Virginia Lawton Clough
Ron and Michelle Clyborne
Judith A. Coffee
David A. Coffman
Thomas and Lynda Coghlan
Kristy Cohan
Caroline E. Cole
Mario Colindres
Mr. Anthony Collins
Ricki Collins
RJ Collins
Douglas Comstock
Sarah Condit
Mary Ann Condon
Anthony Conklin
Elizabeth Blaine Converse
Vicci Conway
Jeffrey Hewitt
Colleen Coogan
Rick Cornelius
Richard Coca and Tammie Cortez
Steven and Karen Costion
Paul J. Cotugno
Geoffrey B. Coughlin
Janet M. Coury
Patty Cowan
Wendy L. Coyle
Suzanne C. Crandall
Sharrie Cranford
Dr. Susan Cropper
Andrew Cruz
Cheryl Cullen
Kate Cunningham
Joan H. Curry
Kenneth and Sylvia Curry
Thomas F. Curtin, M.D. and 

Christine Curtin, R.N.
Craig and Carmen Curtiss
Dick and Dorothy D’Amato
Marco D’Onofrio
Michelle Dandeneau
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Dapp
Mike and Lisa Daubner
David L. Daughtry
Margaret Davidson
Lorna L. Davis
Mark T. Davis
Rebecca Davis
Jaime De la Garza Diaz 

& Ana Cabello
Allison DeCruz

M. E. DeLisle
William Delyra
Corby Derau
Christopher and Nancy Deyo
Yamil N Diaz
Kelly and Alec Dickman
John R. Dicks
Elizabeth Diemont
Stephen C. Dill
Patrick N. Dills
Sheila Dingels
Blanca Domingo-Yenes
Michael Dominici
JoEllen Doornbos
Arleen Doran
Denny Duello
Gary C. Duey
Beth Dukatz
John and Terri Dunbar
Susan Duncan and Leo Fisher
Diana Dundore
Latoya Dunn
Megan Dunn
Jimmy Dunne
Brian and Kim Dunne
Paul and Jackie Duso
Mary Dyer
Allison L. Dzuricky
John A. Easterbrooks
Rachel Eavey
Mary Ann Eckhardt
Hilda R. Edwards
Bill Ehrhardt and Marjaliisa Rajala
Marlene Ehrhardt
Zachary Ehrhardt
Paul V. Eichenberger
Dr. Alexandra Grosvenor Eller 

and Dr. Charles David Eller
Francine Ellman
William T. Elrod
Richard L. Epstein
Joy Erik
Nancy Espana
Jessica Evans
William E. Evans
Jane Evkovich
Diane A. Fagen
John and Heidi Fahey
April Fain
Richard A. Fane
Norris E. and Alice Faringer
Susan K. Feagin
Mary and Bruce Feay
Christine M. Feinthel
Nancy Ferguson
Melinda Ferrell
David M. Fiedler
Taya A. Fields
Paul B. Finegan
Elaine and *Melvin Finkelstein
Cynthie Fisher
Lucia M. Berte and 

Stephen M. Fisher
Whitney and Justin Fisher
Meg Flood
Consuelo Flores
Barbara L. Flowers
Elise Foladare
Alyssum Foltz
Miryam Fonken
Charles J. Foschini and Ana Foschini
Tom Foster
Kristine Fowler
Patricia and Craig Fox
Patrick Frame and Sheila Norman
Elaine and Henry Frank
George Frank
James Franz
Mikal Frey
Jeff and Chanel Friesen
Irene Frieze
John Fritz
Louise S. Fry
*Elsa L. Fuerst
Richard G. Gale
Vickye Galloway
Michael Gantz
Dennis J. Gardner

Gloria Jean Garland 
and Bruce Byers

Charlotte Garrett
Paul D. Garvin
Earlene M. Gary
Jamie Gates
Nicki and John Gates
Gertrude Geery Unitrust
Claire Geller-Kolchetski
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Geller
Maureen Geller and 

Joseph D. Geller
Raymond P. George
Cheryl Dara Gerard
Susan Germaine
Gary M. and Jeanne T. Gigante
Cheryl Gilliam
Timothy Giltz
James and Mary Giordano
Kenneth Gladding
*James M. Glenn
Mr. Michael J. Goldman
Eduardo Gonzalez
Elizabeth Gonzalez
Jesus Gonzalez
Larry D. Goodman
Michael S. Goodman
Teri Goodman
Paul M. Gori
David C. Gough
Linda Grable-Curtis
Mr. Bruce E. Grant and 

Mrs. Luxamon Grant
Jessica M. Grant
Jim Grant
Watson Grapengeter
R. L. Green
Susan Kay Green
Susan Bernier Gregg
Arthur Gregory
Marguerite T. Gregory Trust
Lee Gribovicz
Samuel Griffin
The Gilbert M. Grosvenor Family
Dr. and Mrs. James Grumman
Lawrence E. and Jean Grunewald
Malcolm Guevara
Jane P. Guiliano
Laurie Jean Guinard
Jane E. Gustafson
Lori Haberman-Wilson
Dolores Haddad
Matthew Haddaway
Madeleine Joyce Roberts Hagen
Denise Hakala
Dr. Adrienne Ham and 

Dr. Russell Ham*
William A. Hammer and 

James K. Miersma
Tom and Char Hand Foundation
Lauren Hannan Shafer
Dr. Franklin T. Hanson
Christopher Thomas Hardin
Hope Harlow
LCDR Curtis W. Harris Sr. USN Ret.
Richard A. Harris
Peggy S. Harrison
Daniel Hartung
Kimberly L. Harvey
Andrew Hasty
Bo Hatfield
Kelly A. Hauer
Susan A. Hawkins
Robert Hayes
Thomas A. Healy
Jonelle M. Heany
Avery Eden Hecht
Jacquelyn A. Hedlund and 

Julien S. Murphy
Paul F. Heffner
Linda A. Heg
Brenda Heil
June E. Heilman
Daniel Heimgartner
Donna Heinle
James* and Rebecca Helm
Peter Hennessy
Henrietta M. Marrek Living Trust
Ariana Hernandez

Marcus Hernandez
John R. Hero and Jane C. Whitney
Ralph D. Hester
Alexandria Heysquierdo
Kim Frances Higbie and 

Paul Van Wart Smith*
Howard and Virginia Hight
Jon Jacob Parker Hill
Linda J. Hill
Roger and Lisa Hill
Wendy Hinchliffe
Charles L. Hinds
Amy Hirons
Barbara D. Hitchings (In memory 

of Lola Fisher Gast)
Jean Hohl
Elizabeth Holden
Ruth Lynn Hooper
Sara H. Horsman
Matthew Hosier & Jennifer 

Bashore-Hosier
Pauline Hostettler
Brett A. Houk
Tony B. Hovsepian
Dianne S. Howey
Cara Hubbell
Marion Lois Huffines
Rosemarie Hughes
James Hulme
Valentine and Suzanne 

Hummel Trust
Beata Hung
David C. Hurt
Carl and Cindy Hyman
Jean-Jacques Illi and Dawn Toepelt
Jerome R. Ince
Alexander Iosebashvili
Drs. Clement and Margot Ip
Helen C. Issep
Ms. A. L. Jablonovsky
Mary L. Jablonsky
Clarence and Ashley Jackson
Dr. Cleo E. Jackson
Michael Jacobson and 

Wanda Olsen
In Memory of Gary S. Jaehne
Brenda N. Jaye
Biliana Jeleva
Richard J. Jenest and 

Celeste M. Jenest
Carol Jennings
Whitney and Patrick Jensen
Clyde Jimenez
Steve and Jody Jochmans
Debra K. Johnson and 

Margaret Rosander
Faith Johnson and Robert 

K. Johnson, Jr.
Lester Johnson
Patience H. Johnson
Ronny Johnson
Sue D. Johnson
John Johnston
Angelfina K. Joly
Lori Jones
David H. Jonson
Suryaram R. Joshi
Alycia Joy
Charles Joy
Robert Juan
Tyrone Julious
George Kalogridis and Andy Hardy
Mary E. Kanable
Jessica M. Kandal, Ph.D.
Clinton Kane
Eamon Kane
Katherine Kane
Anni Kang
Paul Kaplan
Carelle Karimimanesh
Dr. and Mrs. Stewart Karlinsky
Rhonda Kaufman
Sheldon Kay
Dominic Kee
Anthony G. Kehle
Douglas Kelbaugh and 

Kathleen Nolan
Hillary Taylor Keller
Miracle T. Kelly

Sheila Kelsey
George H. Kemnitz
Kurtis Kendall
Richard T. Kennedy
Marianne Kenney
Dermot Kenny
Drs. Stephen and Rachel Kent
Paul and Ellie Kenworthy
Coyla Ketchy
Michael Key
William P. Key
Abhijit Kher
Patricia Kiefer
Carl R. Kilian
Ro and Martin King
Alex and Priya Kinneer
David H. Kinzie
Mary Klein
Michael A. and Shannon Klich
Jake Knell
Michael and Karen Konigsfeld
Michael J. Konkol in memory 

of Nancy C. Konkol
Roman Korowin
Nancy I. Koski
Rev. Paul P. Koszarek
Karen A. Kozleski
George B. Kralik
Kenn Kramer
Larry J. Kramer and Richard Olson
Richard Inge Kranz
Justin Krebs
Paula Kreuzer
Rick Kay
Mimi Kumango
Robert E. Lacy
Gerry Laidlaw
Leslie M. Laird
Jacqueline Lalonde
Bill Lamb
Allan Gray Langford in 

memory of my mother 
Barbara Elnore Langford

Nancy H. Langford
Evelyn G. Lanzillotta
Louise A. Larsen
Carl C. and Wendi Larson
David and Rosalie Lawrence
Deborah Lazerson
Danielle Leahy and 

James Buenrostro
Brett Lee
Chelsea V. Lee
Frank Lee
Iara Lee
Gabriel and Alicia Gorga
Kirk Leichtnam
Susan and *Karl Leskin
Maxime Lesueur
L. M. Levie
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lewellen
Chas R. Lewellen
Kevin R. Lewis
Kristen M. Lewis
Agnes Lin
Julio linares
David and Janet Livingston
Sally C. Lockwood
Ariana A. Lodge
Laurence C. Lombard
Gregory A. Longacre
Joan M Longmire
Austin Lopez
Eleuterio Lopez
Pam Lopez
Paul Lorenz
Chaundra Lorian
Joseph Lotts
Sylvia Lucas
Maurice Luckett
Jerry Ludwig,Jr.
Jackson Luo
Sutter Lux Legacy Fund
Cristin M. Lyons
Cinthia R. Mace
Rajeev and Ravinder Malik
Donald Malkin
Atashi Mandal
Linda S. Marino

David and Marie Markson
Polly and Kevin Maroni
Eddie Mae Marsh
Janice Marsters
Donald J. Martin
Lowell A. Martin and Jerre J. Ellis
Joel Martin
David Mason
Bettina Maunz
Sharon Mayrath
Harvey McCann
William R. McCarty, Jr.
Timothy W. McCormick
Dave and Karen McDonald
Barbara R. McDonough
Craig McDowall
Blanche McGowan
Lowen McKay
Marianne and John McKiernan
Kevin and Debra McLaughlin
Andrew McMorrow
Richard and Marilyn Meece
Steven Meeks
Anne and Richard Melbye
Mark Melvin
Mary Memminger
Richard Menzel
Margaret Metzger
Josh Meyer and Michael 

A. Chandler
Roger V. Meyer
Steven Meyer
Janice J. Michael
Martin S. Michael and 

Penny A. Michael
Matthew and Jennifer 

Rae Mickelson
Emma Miller
Linda Miller
Rose and Millard Miller
Nancy Miller
Ronda Miller
Susan S. Miller
Sharon L. Millis
Karen T. Mills
Nelson M. Millsberg
Jerri Mobley
Barbara S. Moffet
*Clara Moldt
Khashayar Momeni
Michael Monroe
David and Nancy Montague in 

honor of Mark David Montague
Janet R. Mooney and 

Kurt W. Schiller
Christopher Ryan Moore
Dorothy Moore
Catherine Morales
Christopher Emil Morel
Evandro* and Lilia Morselli
Linda Jasmine Moscona
Jimmie Mosley
Charles H. Moss
Lisa Moss
Keko Mottes
Larry Mouzon
Kevin J. Mullins
Philip G. Mumford
Bob Mummert
Stacy and Marc Murison
Thomas Murphy
Mac and Merline Murray
Davis Musser II
Charles Muzio
Holly Myers and Steven Hatten
Blake Nash
Arnold and Rosemary Nelson
Carter Damon Nelson
Ivy Nelson
Craig Nelson
Mary and Paul Nelson
Thomas E. Neuberger
Ann Marie Neuman
The Neville Family
Daniel and Donna Newman
Stephen and Anne* Newman
Nala Van Nguyen
Dr. Theodore and Mrs. 

Monica Nicholas

Dane A. Nichols
Sarah Nicholson
Ash Nickel
William C. Niegel
Raymond and Annette Nies
John Noel and Melinda Welton
Kristina Noell
Geoffrey P. Nolan
Thomas and Linda Nolle
Manuel P. Nonong, Jr.
The Patrick F. Noonan Family
Anna and Jonathan Norris
Jane Strauss Northern
Michael and Edie Nupuf
Fred O’Connell Sr.
Timothy J. O’Connor
Samantha O’Neal
Carol Jean Obenland
Jacqueline L. Okorie
Kim Cheri Osborn
Rosemary and Anthony Oswald
David Owens
Robert and Kathleen Pacek
Diane Palmer
Alice Papaliolios
Rebecca L. Papke
Valerie Park
Thomas and Anne Pastick
Alvaro Marvel Pastor
Penny Pate
Chetan M. Patel
Vasu Patel
Susan J. Patrick
Jean M. Patterson
Wesley Patterson and Linda 

Pritchard Patterson
Captain Ned and Laurie Pederson
Monica Pendergast
Ariana M. Pennell
Linda Perez Bautista
Donna Sharon and John Perkins
Ralph A. Perkins
Patricia A. Perkinson
Darrell Perrien
Paul C. and June D. Perritt
Frank and Judith Pet
Kenneth J. Peters
Ronald Peters
David Peterson
Jean A. Peyrat
P. Robert Philp, Jr.
Steven J. Piazza and Lori Dietrich
Retashar Pican-Armer
Oxana Karpenko Pickeral
Kris and Jen Pickler
Barbara L. Pilert
Carmen Pilette
John Pitts
Martha A. Pleiss
Jacob Plotkin, MD
Julian and Laura Podesta
Raemi Poitras
Lois C. Porch
Paul Porch
Ernest John Porter
Jim and Gail Plotts
Michael Prestridge
Mark Whitman and 

Virginia R. Prevosto
Lacey Price
Jimmy Priester
Jane M. Protzman
Bernadette S. Prue
Linda Prusik
Larry and Donna Purcey
Mr. and Mrs. Alan J. Purves
Allen and Karen Queenen
Michael E. Quick
Dr. Carolyn S. Quinn
William and Isabelle Radock
Ralph John Rahm
George and Cheryl Ramey
Peter Randels
Shirley A. Rea
Patrick Charles Read
Kitty Parsons Recchia Trust
Heather E. Rees
Nancy E. Rehman
Robert and Becca Reichenberger

Explorer and photographer Armando Vega holds the National Geographic 
Society flag while collaborating with Explorers from Latin America on the 
Meridian project “Leaf Architects” at Tirimbina Biological Station, Costa Rica. 9190
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HUBBARD COUNCIL 
The Hubbard Council is a group of dedicated supporters who share the National Geographic Society’s 
mission to illuminate and protect the wonder of our world. Members contribute an annual gift of $50,000 
or more and receive exclusive benefits like special access to National Geographic Explorers and members 
of the Society‘s senior leadership team, as well as invitations to travel with National Geographic and see our 
Explorers in action. Hubbard Council members are leaders in our donor community and, as such, are invited to 
participate in advisory roles for our priority programs along with other volunteer leadership opportunities.

Each year, Hubbard Council members are invited to convene for an annual meeting with the Society’s 
senior leadership, participate in periodic Explorer Insider Calls, go on a Leadership Giving Expedition, 
and attend signature National Geographic events such as Explorers Festival and Storytellers Summit. In 
2025, the Council embarked on a once-in-a-lifetime journey with Explorers to gain a unique perspective 
and a deeper understanding of India’s spectacular Golden Triangle. Indian wildlife filmmaker and 
photographer Explorer Sandesh Kadur led the expedition through New Delhi, Agra, Ranthambore and 
Jaipur so that Council members and donors could witness their support of our work in action. 

The Society would like to thank members of the Hubbard Council for their 
extraordinary generosity, forward commitments and long-time support.

Top to bottom: Hubbard Council members Burt and Mary Hart Sugarman at “An Evening with Explorer 
David Gruber” in Los Angeles, CA, USA. Hubbard Council members George Kalogridis and Andy Hardy 
with Society CEO Jill Tiefenthaler in Agra during the 2025 Leadership Expedition to India. Joy and Frank 
Albi at the 2025 Rolex National Geographic Explorer of the Year Celebration.

It is up to us to help secure a 
brighter future for our planet 
and all the extraordinary 
biodiversity it supports. As 
a member of the National 
Geographic Society’s Hubbard 
Council I am part of a dedicated 
group of global citizens 
committed to protecting the 
Earth’s majestic landscapes, 
oceans and wildlife. I want to 
ensure future generations can 
experience the wonders of our 
world as I have.”

M A R G A R E T  D AW S O N  
Hubbard Council Member

2025 Members
Anonymous (12)
Boladji Agueh
Joy and Frank Albi
Jeffrey and Darlene Anderson
Deb Ashner
Brendan and Helen Bechtel
Allison Bennington
Nancy and Randy Best
Sumner and Lucy Billingsley
Katherine and David Bradley
Diane and Hal Brierley
Edith S. Briskin
Kate and Lane Britain
Ned and Jean Brockenbrough
Jere and *Bonnie Broh-Kahn
Jean and Steve Case
Emily and Rodney Cook
Alice and David Court
Jack and Laura Dangermond
Margaret Dawson
April and John Delaney
Delta Philanthropies
Barbara and Steve Durham
Henry and Lindsay Ellenbogen
Staffan and Margareta Encrantz
The Enrico Foundation
The Farlight Foundation
Caroline D. Gabel
Bob and Betty Geltz
G. Goff Foundation
Evan and Mariana Greenberg
Dave and Judy Hale
Hale Family Foundation

Lauren Hannan Shafer
Lyda Hill
Ms. Mary L. Jablonsky
Margaret Jacobs
The Geetika Jain Foundation
Kenneth M. Jones
George Kalogridis and Andy Hardy
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser
The Honorable Richard Terrance 
   Kennedy and Heidi E. Morgan
Ro and Martin King
Lata Krishnan
Ruth Lievano and Anand 
Krishnamurthy
Chris Larsen and Lyna Lam
Deborah M. Lehr
Robert & Carlos Li Charitable Fund In 
   Memory of Lien Chun and Hiroko Li 
Kristin and Sven Lindblad
Anna and Robert Livingston
MAC3 Impact Philanthropies
Polly and Kevin Maroni
David S. Marriott and Carrie Marriott
Greg and Mary Moga
Elizabeth Moore
Inna and Mark Moore
Lois Morrison and Justin Daab
Ms. Ruth O. Mutch
Timothy S. Nash
Laura Ng
Dane A. Nichols
Mrs. Diane Pachetti 
Nancy E. Pfund and Phillip L. Polakoff

Joseph G. Pizzuto
Ms. Jagadeesan Poola
Chris and Lauren Renaud
Josh Resnick and Danyelle Freeman
Mark and Ginni Rometty 
James Schumann and 
   Nancy Schumann
Colin, Lisa, and Yen Shu
The Sarena Snider Foundation
Mr. Mark E. Speese
Grant Stapleton and Eva Davey
Phil Stephenson
Emanuel Stern
Burt Sugarman and Mary 
   Hart Sugarman
Jill Tiefenthaler and Kevin Rask
Lavinia Touchton and Jeff Adberg
Tim and Todd Towell
Trebek Family Foundation
Robin and Liselotte Vince
Felix Williams
Darien and Laura Wright
B Wu and Eric Larson

*Deceased

For more information, please contact Megan 
Kimmins, vice president of leadership giving, 
at (800) 373-1717 or mkimmins@ngs.org.

CLARK COUNCIL 
The Clark Council is a group of supporters deeply committed to helping the National Geographic 
Society remain at the forefront of exploration and the diffusion of knowledge. Members make an annual 
contribution of $25,000 to $49,999 and receive exclusive benefits and special access to the Society’s 
places and work. Clark Council members are invited to our Leadership Giving Expedition, periodic 
Explorer Insider Calls, and the Society’s signature annual events and gatherings around the country.  

In 2025 — the 20th anniversary year of Education at National Geographic — Clark Council members 
heard from Chief Education and Community Engagement Officer Deborah Grayson and Explorer 
Brittney Beck about the “Explorer Mindset in Action.” Council members learned about the impact of our 
Education division and the extraordinary reach of their efforts to help educators, students and families. 

The Clark Council supports programs and Explorers who are using cutting-edge science, innovative 
technology and inspiring storytelling to find solutions to the world‘s most pressing challenges. The 
Society would like to thank members of the Clark Council for their meaningful generosity and support. 

Top to bottom: Beth Siegel and Scott Weiner in Ranthambore during the 2025 Leadership 
Expedition to India. Clark Council member Jim Thompson with Explorer David Gruber in 
Dallas, TX, USA. Clark Council member Michael and Sandra Ruddick in Jaipur during the 
2025 Leadership Expedition to India.

We appreciate the Society’s 
unparalleled legacy of 
excellence in storytelling — how 
a compelling image can inspire 
action. It is an honor to support 
this work as members of the 
Clark Council, to help storytellers 
connect us with the natural world 
and our shared humanity.”

M I C H A E L  A N D  D A N A  C O H E N 
Clark Council Members 

2025 Members
Anonymous (2)
Bob and Dori Arrington
Linda K. Berdine
Afsaneh and Michael Beschloss
Laura Brown and Scott Satterfield
Ángel and Elizabeth Cabrera
Robin and Dan Catlin
Rob and Nancy Chimsky Charitable Trust
Ms. Priscilla Chou
Michael and Dana Cohen
Howard P. Colhoun
Mr. Enrique Cortes
Petros Dermetzis and Mar Cano
Joseph M. DeSimone
Ms. Elaine B. Farge
James L. Ferman
Janine A. Florence
Joseph Gorski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Grealish
Matthew Hamlin
Loveen Israni
Tatiana Kaletsch

Bonnie Lefbom and Larry Lefbom
Robert B. and Gail J. Loveman
Frank and Susan Mars
Dina P. McCormick and David McCormick
Mr. Dennis L. McEvoy and Mrs. Kim Worsencroft
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Morris
Dave Muedespacher
Karyn Mullen and James Mullen*
Paul Oppedisano
Ms. Genevieve Poirier-Richards
Michael and Sandra Ruddick
Ms. Valerie Shey
Ms. Karen Smith-Yoshimura
Ellen Stofan and Tim Dunn
Jim Thompson
Amy Tucker
Ms. Andrea Wallack
Mr. Thomas K. Washburn and 
Mrs. Eileen Washburn
Mr. Scott A. Weiner and Ms. Beth E. Siegel

*Deceased

For more information, please contact Megan 
Kimmins, vice president of leadership giving,  
at (800) 373-1717 or mkimmins@ngs.org. 9392
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For more information, please contact Megan 
Kimmins, vice president of leadership giving,  
at (800) 373-1717 or mkimmins@ngs.org.

Top to bottom: Henson Council members John and Susie Becker at the Taj Mahal in Agra during 
the 2025 Leadership Expedition to India. Former trustee, AGBS, and Henson Council member 
Alexandra Grosvenor Eller at Base Camp in Washington, D.C. Henson Council Members Zenia 
Cortes, M.D. and Cynthie Fisher with Mary Grace Fisher at the 2025 Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year Celebration.

HENSON COUNCIL 
Launched this year, the Henson Council acknowledges donors who contribute between 
$10,000 to $24,999 annually to support the critical work of National Geographic Explorers. 
Our community’s namesake is Matthew Henson, a pioneering Explorer who embarked 
on multiple polar expeditions supported by the National Geographic Society and was 
posthumously awarded the National Geographic Society’s Hubbard Medal in 2000. Following 
in his legacy, the support of generous Henson Council members helps the Society expand 
our bold vision and fund passionate, purpose-driven Explorers around the globe.

For more information, please contact Megan Kimmins, vice president of 
leadership giving, at (800) 373-1717 or mkimmins@ngs.org.

Membership in the National 
Geographic Society’s 
Henson Council gives 
me the opportunity to 
support innovators with 
groundbreaking ideas about 
how we advance knowledge 
and preserve the planet’s 
amazing species, landscapes 
and traditions. It is a privilege 
to be a part of carrying 
on the Society’s legacy of 
exploring and documenting 
the beauty and mystery of 
the world we share.”

Z E N I A  E .  C O R T E S ,  M . D .  
Henson Council Member

2025 Members
Anonymous (4)
Michele Almeleh, Almeleh 
   Family Foundation
Renee Anderson and 
   Charles Andersson
John Becker and Susan Becker
Steve Bershader and 
   Maggie Godbold
Ms. Fredricka M. Borland
Erik, Yuanfan, Cassandra 
   and Clarissa Branson
Lois and Julian Brodsky
Dr. Sandra S. Bush
Gary Cappa and Barbara Y. Cappa
ChingLi Chang
Ms. Kristy Cohan
Ms. Mary Ann Condon
Zenia Cortes, M.D.
Dr. Helen M. Couclelis
Kristi and Bruce Craig
Dr. William E. Daehler
James Dicke and Janet Dickie
Jane Dietze and Robin L. Rains
Monica Donath
Mrs. JoEllen Doornbos
Mr. Jimmy C. Dunne
Dr. Alexandra Grosvenor Eller 
   and Dr. Charles David Eller
Ms. Barbara A. Faha and 
   Mr. George Vlasuk
Amy and Michael Ferachi
Cynthie Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Flaster
Carl Flaxman

Mr. John Fruehwirth
Marlene Gardner and *Gayle Gardner
Nicki and John Gates
David A. Gilbertz
Ms. Janice M. Hamilton
Nancy Handel and Joseph Sweeney
Donna Heinle
John C. Hodge
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Isaac
Steven and Bonnie Katz
Ms. Donna Nappen Kimmel
Gary and Jane Klopfer
Gaither Galleher Kyhos
Mr. Phillip Lawson
Dov Levy and Wilhelmina Levy-Jong
Barry and Marie Lipman
Mr. and Mrs. David Livingston 
Claudia Madrazo de Hernández 
   and Roberto Hernández Ramirez
Anthony S. Manna and Karen Manna
Steve Miller and Pamela Cowan
Dr. Karen Morris-Fine
Ms. Diane E. Neis
Ms. Cynthia W. Nord
Ms. Karen Nordquist
Mr. Jeffrey O’Donnell
William* and Jean M. O’Neill
Mr. and Mrs. Monty Patch
Mrs. Mary Pigott
Devika Prabhu
Margaret V. Ranes
Lauren Rhodes
Michelle Rogers
Bruce and Lori Rosenblum

Mr. Jay H. Rosenson
The Sanger Family Foundation
Dr. Hagen Schroeter
Matt Severson
Dharmesh Shah and Neha Shah
Ms. Mary T. Sheehan
Mr. Robert G. Sherding
Pattie Smith
Mr. Rodney Smith and Ms. Leslie Joyce
Mr. Julian R. Snell
Mr. Mark E. Speese
Daniel and Heidi Spitzer
Dr. Susan Stangl
Mr. Harold O. Svendsen
Margarita Tonkinson and 
   Richard Tonkinson
Dr. Karen D. Tsuchiya
Mr. James Turek and Ms. Hope Giles
Ms. Kim Waldron
Carlton Ward, Sr.
Ms. Jeanne Ware
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Webster
Maud Welles
Claude Wetzel and Lorna Marshall
Ms. Debra L. Williamson
Laura and Mark Yockey
Martin Zinn

*Deceased

GROSVENOR COUNCIL 
Thank you to our National Geographic Society Grosvenor Council members who create a 
solid foundation for the Society’s work at the cutting edge of science, exploration, education 
and storytelling by donating $1,000 to $9,999 to the Society annually.

Grosvenor Council members enjoy a complimentary subscription to National Geographic 
magazine, exclusive Grosvenor Council Insider Call events and virtual invitations to the 
Society‘s Explorers Festival and Storytellers Summit.

Grosvenor Council Insider Calls are a special opportunity for members to hear stories and updates 
directly from National Geographic Explorers about their impact on the world. In 2025, we heard 
from Explorer Pablo “Popi” Garcia Borboroglu about studying and protecting penguins around the 
world, Explorer Prasenjeet Yadav about his journey photographing the black tiger of India, and 
Explorer Victoria Herrmann about bringing communities together to protect heritage sites.

For more information, please 
contact David Glass, vice 
president of membership, at  
(800) 373-1717 or dglass@ngs.org.

Top to bottom: Grosvenor Council members Stephen Fisher and Lucia Berte at a Regional Donor Event 
in Boulder, CO, USA. Grosvenor Council member Gaither Kyhos with Ronal Butler and Martha Lloyd at 
Base Camp in Washington, D.C., for a VIP Screening of the National Geographic documentary special 
“Cleopatra’s Final Secret.” Society members enjoy an event featuring Explorer Alex Hearn at the 
Musicquarium Lounge at The Triple Door in Seattle, WA, USA.

Inquiry and discovery are among the most human of instincts. They 
are what pull us forward — whether across oceans, into distant cultures 
or inward toward deeper understanding. Through the National 
Geographic lens, we are reminded how vast and intricate the world 
truly is, and how much there still is to learn. That steady exposure to 
wonder has a way of loosening even the most settled mind, unsticking 
assumptions and reigniting the quiet thrill of asking, what lies just 
beyond the horizon of our understanding? Could it possibly be my 
future? It is in that spirit — of lifelong curiosity and shared exploration — 
that communities like the Grosvenor Council become not just valuable, 
but essential.”

D R .  R I C H A R D  S C H R O T H
Grosvenor Council Member
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Top to bottom: A Gentoo penguin is photographed on an ice shelf as part of the National Geographic and Rolex Perpetual Planet Southern 
Ocean Expedition. A juvenile sea otter searches kelp for food in Monterey Bay, CA, USA. The Electric Deer petroglyph in the Basin and 
Range National Monument in Nevada, USA. 

We’re committed to supporting the National Geographic 
Society’s next phase of its historic legacy by creating 
AI experiences that illuminate the wonder of our world 
and strengthen how audiences connect with nature. 
Together, using new forms of AI-powered storytelling, 
we can inspire the next generation of Explorers.”

E L A I N A  S H E K H T E R 
Chief Strategy & Transformation Officer, SVP  
EPAM

CORP ORATIONS

FOUNDATIONS & GOVERNMENTS

We share the National Geographic Society’s commitment 
to supporting visionary individuals who demonstrate 
extraordinary potential within their fields to tackle our planet’s 
most pressing challenges. Together we launched For Nature, 
a National Geographic Society program supporting Explorer 
Callie Veelenturf in her groundbreaking work to use ecological 
science to inform and inspire rights-based protections for 
Nature. This effort represents the largest commitment in the 
Alfred Kobacker and Elizabeth Trimbach Fund’s history and is 
a bold step toward driving action to illuminate and protect our 
planet’s rich biodiversity.”

A L F R E D  K O B A C K E R  A N D  E L I Z A B E T H  T R I M B A C H 
The Alfred Kobacker and Elizabeth Trimbach Fund

Corporate partnerships at the National 
Geographic Society engage leading 
corporations and their key stakeholders 
to advance our mission to illuminate and 
protect the wonder of our world. The 
Society invites companies to become 
strategic collaborators in our science, 
exploration, education and storytelling 
efforts to drive transformational change 
for people and the planet. With the 
support of corporate partnerships, we 
can scale our science-based solutions to 
achieve meaningful, lasting impact.

The generous support of foundations and 
governments enables National Geographic 
Explorers to deliver global impact in the 
six focus areas of Ocean, Land, Wildlife, 
Human Histories and Cultures, Planetary 
Health, and Space. We collaborate with 
global, national, regional and family 
foundations; government agencies; 
multilaterals; and bilaterals to design, 
fund and implement transformational 
initiatives toward solutions that transcend 
borders. These partnerships ensure our 
initiatives are not only ambitious in vision 
but also coordinated, sustainable and 
positioned to create lasting global change. BAND Foundation  |  Burroughs Wellcome Fund  |  Cigna Healthcare  |  Common Era  |  Disney Conservation Fund  |  Donald Slavik Family Foundation  

 Forbright Bank  |  Ford Foundation  |  Francis Noz Heritage Fund  |  Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation  |  Greater Montana Foundation  |  Henry Luce Foundation  
Iridium Communications Inc.  |  Jacarlene Foundation  |  John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation  |  LXR Hotels & Resorts  |  Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation 

MPB  |  Oasi Dynamo  |  PATH  |  Planar  |  Principal Foundation  |  RBC Foundation USA  |  Robert R. McCormick Foundation  |  The Seaver Institute   
Standard Industries  |  World Health Organization

For more information about the Society’s partnerships with corporations, foundations, and the public sector or government 
entities, please contact Caroline Tippett, vice president of institutional partnerships, at (800) 373-1717 or ctippett@ngs.org.

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERSHIP S

LEAD

SIGNATURE

STRATEGIC

COLLABORATIVE

SUPPORTING

This list reflects active institutional partners as of December 31, 2025 including multiyear commitments.
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP

J I L L  T I E F E N T H A L E R 

Chief Executive Officer

J E N N I F E R  C H I C K 

Chief Communications, Marketing 
and Brand Officer

K R I S T I  C R A I G 

Chief Investment Officer

M A R A  D E L L 

Chief Human Resources Officer

E M I LY  D U N H A M 

Chief Campus and Experiences Officer

D E B O R A H  R .  G R AY S O N 

Chief Education and Community 
Engagement Officer

I A N  M I L L E R 

Chief Science and Innovation Officer

A L E X  M O E N 

Chief Explorer Engagement Officer

K A R A  R A M I R E Z  M U L L I N S 

Chief Advancement Officer

S U M E E T  S E A M 

Chief Legal Officer

J A S O N  S O U T H E R N 

Chief Technology and Information Officer

K I M  WA L D R O N 

Chief of Staff and Program Alignment

D A R I E N  W R I G H T 

Chief Financial and Operating Officer

K A I T L I N  YA R N A L L 

Chief Storytelling Officer

BOARD OF TRUSTEE S

K E V I N  J .  M A R O N I 

Chair

K A T H E R I N E  B R A D L E Y 

Vice Chair

J I L L  T I E F E N T H A L E R 

Chief Executive Officer

B R E N D A N  P.  B E C H T E L

A F S A N E H  B E S C H L O S S

K A T E  E .  B R A N D T

Á N G E L  C A B R E R A

J O H N  K .  D E L A N E Y

J O S E P H  D E S I M O N E

H E N R Y  E L L E N B O G E N

E VA N  G .  G R E E N B E R G

D E B O R A H  L E H R

D AV I D  S .  M A R R I O T T

S T R I V E  M A S I Y I WA

D I N A  P O W E L L  M C C O R M I C K

M A R K  M O O R E

D A M B I S A  M O Y O

N A N C Y  E .  P F U N D

F R E D E R I C K  J .  R YA N ,  J R .

R A J I V  S H A H

E L L E N  S T O F A N

F E R N A N D O  T R U J I L L O

A N T H O N Y  A .  W I L L I A M S

Portrait of a 10-year-old African lion, Yerga, at Al Ma’wa wildlife 
sanctuary in Jerash, Jordan. *Leadership list as of May 2026 99
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JEAN M . CASE 

In 2025, the Society honored Jean Case for her leadership 
as a trustee and chairman of the board. Jean is credited 
with challenging the Society — challenging us as a 
global nonprofit to stretch further, dream bigger and 
find audacious solutions in service of our mission.

Jean became the first woman in the Society’s history to hold the 
position of chairman, stepping into this role in May 2016. During 
her decade-long tenure, Jean guided the organization through 
major, transformative chapters. Highlights include growing 
our portfolio of grants and programs to be stronger and more 
impactful than ever before, as well as internationalizing our 
community. She also shepherded the creation of our new 
business model. The joint venture with 21st Century Fox — 
and later, Disney — proved a monumental shift for the Society. 
Her leadership was invaluable during this time, placing the 
Society on a sustainable path for generations to come. 

Jean also raised our sights for philanthropy within the Society. 
During her leadership, she inspired her peers — her fellow 
trustees — to give with 100% participation. And she led by 
example, aligning her passions with her generosity. We are 
thrilled that in the forthcoming Museum of Exploration, 
the doors to the Jean and Steve Case Magazine Gallery will 
open, elevating the publication Jean loves so dearly. 

These are just a few examples of how Jean’s service 
moved the Society forward. Through her many, 
countless contributions to the Society and the Explorer 
community, she has set the stage for future successes 
and for the continued excellence of our organization.

Clockwise from left: Jean M. Case, former chairman of the National Geographic 
Society board of trustees, speaks at the 2025 Rolex National Geographic 
Explorer of the Year Celebration. Society CEO Jill Tiefenthaler and former 
Society board chairman Jean M. Case. Former Society board chairman Jean M. 
Case participates in the first-ever Hubbard Council expedition in Costa Rica. 101
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Explorer Tiago Falótico illuminates the Pedra Furada rock 
formation in Serra da Capivara National Park, Brazil.
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NEW TRUSTEE S 

The National Geographic Society Board of Trustees 
welcomed three new members in 2025: Henry 
Ellenbogen, David S. Marriott and Dambisa Moyo.  

Henry Ellenbogen is the founder, managing partner and 
chief investment officer of Durable Capital Partners LP, which 
invests in early-stage and durable growth companies across 
private and public markets globally. Prior to founding Durable, 
Henry spent 18 years at T. Rowe Price. He currently serves 
as chairman of the board of The Posse Foundation and is a 
member of Barron’s Roundtable. Henry holds a bachelor’s 
degree in history and science from Harvard College, a juris 
doctor degree from Harvard Law School, and a Master of 
Business Administration from Harvard Business School.

During his decade of senior leadership at Marriott International 
Inc., David S. Marriott has built on a multigenerational legacy 
while guiding the company through global transformation. He 
assumed the position of chairman of the board in May 2022, 
becoming only the third chairman in the company’s 97-year 
history, following his father, J.W. Marriott, Jr., and grandfather, 
J.W. Marriott. David joined Marriott International in 1999 and 
has held a number of operational roles during his 25-year career 
with the company. He is a graduate of the University of Utah.

Baroness Dambisa Moyo is a member of the United Kingdom’s 
House of Lords. She is a principal of Versaca Investments, 
a family office focused on growth investing globally. She 
serves on a number of global corporate boards, including 
Chevron and the Oxford University Endowment Investment 
Committee. Dambisa is a member of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences and has authored five bestselling 
books on the global macroeconomy and geopolitics. 
She holds a doctorate degree in economics from Oxford 
University and a master’s degree from Harvard University.
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A juvenile manatee takes center stage among an aggregation of 
manatees swimming in Florida’s Homosassa Springs.

Thank You
The power of partnership is extraordinary. 

The National Geographic Society and our partners 
ensure the Explorer Mindset continues to drive 
transformative change. We acknowledge the 
partners, funders and advocates who are aligned 
in our mission and invested in our collective 
vision of empowering changemakers. 

Together, we are driving — and 
achieving — incredible impact. 

105



106

S
E

C
T

IO
N

 T
IT

L
E

A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

 2
0

2
5

GIVE ONLINE

Fast, simple and secure. A gift of any size 
can be made online at give.ngs.org/report. 
You will receive an email confirmation 
of your gift and a mailed receipt. 

800-373-1717  
nationalgeographic.org

GIVE BY MAIL

Send a check in any amount to:  
National Geographic Society 
Advancement Office 
1145 17th Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036-4688  
USA 
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